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Why hiring a
painter is the right
choice

Few home improve-
ments can change the look
of a room faster and more
affordably than a painting
makeover. In fact, home-
owners often turn to paint
before they make any other
renovations. Home Light, a
real estate technology com-
pany, says paintingahome’s
interior can net a return on
investment as high as 107
percent.

Although painting is a
project that can be tackled
by do-it-yourselfers, there
are various advantages to
calling in a professional to
handle painting projects.
Here is alook at some of the
benefits to working with a
professional painter.

Cutdown onthejobtime
- A professional painter can
reduce the project timeline.
Painters have the skill set
and experience to complete
aprojectinatimely manner.
This means the job will be
streamlined from prepara-
tion to clean-up.

Pay attention to details -
Professional painters are
likely to do a job that is
nearly flawless, especially
after homeowners exercise
their due diligence and vet
painters carefully. Profes-
sionals will pay attention
to the small details that
less experienced painters
wouldn’t think about.

Reduce your workload
- Painting can be a time-
consuming job, and most
of'it occurs even before you
pick up a brush. It can take
hours to prep walls, patch
holes, remove moldings,
and apply painter’s tape.
Homeowners who do not
have much time are bet-
ter off leaving trusting the

project to a professional.

Painters already have
equipment - Do-it-yourself-
ers may need to buy new
tools before beginning the
job. This means brushes,
rollers, tape, tarps, trays
and much more. Unless you
plan to paint multiple times,
this can make stocking up
a considerable investment.
Professionals already have
all the right gear and tools
of the trade.

Lasting results - Profes-
sional painters understand
which products will produce
the desired results, depend-
ing on the wear and tear of
the space. Paints are not all
created equal, and certain
walls, floors and trim may
require unique priming and
preparation that novices are
not familiar with. Profes-
sional painters can help
ensure durability and save
homeowners from having
to do the job again in a few
months or years.

A safer experience -
Painting can be a challeng-
ing job when it involves
painting hard-to-reach
spaces and/or climbing
and balancing on tall lad-
ders. Homeowners are not
at risk of injury when hir-
ing a professional painter.
In addition, professional
painters should be licensed
and insured. This means if
aninjury orincidentoccurs,
the homeowner will not be
on the hook for the cost.

A fresh coat of paint
can produce amazing re-
sults. Leaving the work to
a professional can ensure
a job is done correctly and
beautifully and completed
on time.
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Home interior trends on the rige

Trends that seem ubiq-
uitous one day can seem-
ingly vanish before the sun
rises again just 24 hours later.
Home trends typically benefit
from a longer shelf life than
viral videos and other fads that
originate on the internet, and
that’s something renovation-
minded homeowners should
consider when improving
their homes. Homeowners
preparing to do just that can
consider these notable trends,

which the online renovation
experts at Houzz suggest will
be particularly popular in the
year ahead.

* Rounded furnishings:
Houzz noted that gentle
curves and rounded edges
embody the organic modern
styles that many current
homeowners love. Rounded
dining tables and similarly
circular coffee tables may
merit consideration among
homeowners who want to
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Wood elements are being incorporated into interior de-
signs as a means of providing homes a more cozy vibe.
Ceiling beams, trim, wall paneling and cabinetry are uti-
lizing wood to add warmth to a home.

embrace popular trends.

* Arches: Houzz cites
arches among the more
popular modern trends, and
the experts at Better Homes
& Gardens note this unique,
eye-catching style has been
gaining popularity for sev-
eral years. Better Homes &
Gardens suggests that part
of the appeal of arched door-
ways could be their deviation
from a more traditional door
shape. Thatuniqueness draws
the attention of residents and
visitors alike, and Houzz
notes that arched windows,
cabinets and even millwork
details are part of the pivot
toward arches.

* Stove alcoves: If it’s a
touch ofhistory homeowners
want, kitchen range alcoves
might be just the project for
them. Range alcoves call an
earlier time to mind when
wood burning stoves were

commonplace. The report
from Houzz notes range
alcoves immediately draw
attention, which undoubtedly
adds to their appeal.

* Wood for warmth:
Homeowners who hear
“wood and warmth” might
think fireplaces, but Houzz
reports that wood elements
are being incorporated into
interior designs as a means
to giving homes a more cozy
vibe. Ceiling beams, trim,
wall paneling, and cabinetry
are utilizing wood to add
warmth to a home.

Trends come and go,
but home trends typically
have more staying power
than styles that emerge in
other arenas. Homeowners
who want to upgrade their
home interiors can consider
the latest trends and choose
those thatalign with their own
personal tastes.
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The basics of basement conversion projects

Space is a sought-after
commodity in real estate.
Buyers prioritize numerous
variables when searching
for a new home, and square
footage is often near the top
of their lists.

The real estate market
has been highly competi-
tive in recent years, and
home prices have remained
high as a result. That reality
has prompted some current
homeowners who feel they
have outgrown their homes to
look for ways to increase the
usable space in their existing
properties. Basement conver-
sions are one way to add more
space. Homeowners mull-
ing a basement conversion
project can learn the basics
of the project as they try to
determine if such renovations
are right for them.

» Basement conversion
projects can be costly. Though
the final cost of a conversion
project can vary widely de-
pending on the condition and

accessibility of the existing
space, estimates range from
around $45,000 to as much
as $150,000. The home reno-
vation experts at Angi.com
note that the average price
for excavation is $37,000.
Of course, homeowners who
are simply hoping to repur-
pose an existing basement
likely won’t need to pay for
excavation. Accessibility is
another notable variable that
can affect the final cost. If the
currentspaceisacrawl space,
potentially costly structural
changes may be necessary
to ensure contractors and
eventually residents can ac-
cess the area. Basements that
are already easily accessible
won’t require such expendi-
tures.

* Ventilation is a must.
Finished basements must
be adequately ventilated so
moisture can be controlled.
Without sufficient ventila-
tion, the damp conditions
common in many basements
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can foster the growth of mold.
The Asthma and Allergy
Foundation of Americanotes
that inhaled mold spores can
trigger allergic reactions in
some people, potentially
leading to runny nose, post-
nasal drip, red and watery
eyes and itchy eyes, nose,

ears and mouth, among other
symptoms. Waterproofing
systems and adequate ven-
tilation can prevent mold
growth in a basement, and
these should be integral
components of the design.

* Permits are part of the
process. Basement conver-

sions are considered major
projects, and thus typically
require homeowners and
contractors to secure permits
before any work is done.
Permits may be necessary at
various stages of the project.
Homeowners who ignore
laws regarding permits will
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In any basement renovation project. waterproofing systems and adequate ventilation
are one important in preventing mold growth. Proper ventilation is an integral compo-
nent any basement renovation.

have trouble selling their
homes downtheroad, asitcan
be difficult if not impossible
to secure a certificate of oc-
cupancy if renovations were
made without securing the
proper permits. In addition,
securing necessary permits
for each phase of the project
can ensure final approval of
the project. If permits are not
secured along the way, local
officials may insist work be
redonetoadhere tolocal laws,
which can make the project
even more costly.

» Basement conversions
take time. The time a project
takes will depend on the
condition of the space at
the start of the project and
various details unique to each
conversion. However, various
contractors indicate proj-
ects take about two to three
months once they begin. That
timeline does not include the
pre-project process of finding
acontractor, soliciting design
plans or preparing the rest of
the home for such asignificant
and lengthy undertaking.

Basement conversion
projects can add significant
square footage toahome. Rec-
ognition of whatsuch projects
entail can help homeowners
decide if this is the best way
for them to increase livable
space in their homes.
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Tips for winterizing exterior living areas

When the summer en-
tertaining season draws to a
close, homeowners need to
ensure their outdoor living
areas can handle weather
that’s right around the corner.
Although outdoor furniture
and other items tend to be
durable, the impact snow,
wind and ice can have on
them may lead to damage
over time. That is why many
homeowners take steps to
winterize their outdoor spaces
and protect their belongings.
Here’s a look at how to pre-
pare for the winter to come.

* Furniture: Cover or store
furniture to protect it from the
elements. Covering it with
weather-proof covers can
be adequate if storing items
indoors is not possible.

* Deep clean: Items that
will be covered or stored
should be thoroughly cleaned
prior to being removed from
spaces for the season. Lin-
gering dirt and moisture can

cause damage.

e Insulate and drain: Don’t
risk damage to pipes, which
can freeze and crack in the
cold. Shut offthe water supply
to exterior faucets and drain
water lines to prevent pipes
from freezing and bursting.
Use foam pipe insulation to
prevent freezing and cover
any exposed pipes.

* Apply mulch: After
cleaning up garden debris,
think aboutapplying mulch to
garden beds and cover tender
plants to protect them from
the weather.

* Check gutters: Be sure
that gutters and downspouts
areclearofleavesand any ad-
ditional debris. If gutters and
downspouts are not cleaned,
ice dams may form on the roof
and cause water damage.

e Inspect and repair:
Inspect walkways and drive-
ways for any damage and
make repairs now so water
will notseep in and cause fur-

ther issues with freeze-thaw
cycles. Consider applying a
sealant to protect surfaces
from snow and ice.

* Pools and spas: It’s es-

sential to follow the industry
or manufacturer recommen-
dations for closing down
swimming pools and spas for
the season. While covers may
notbe essential inall climates,
covering can help prevent
leaves and other debris from
getting in the water. Water
shouldbe expelled from pipes
and tubing to prevent freezing
and bursting. If space allows,
consider moving the pool
pump indoors to prolong its
longevity. Turn off the elec-
tricity to the outlet where the
filter is plugged in.
There may be additional,
region-specific steps to win-
terize a property, but these
pointers are a good starting
point to protect outdoor
spaces.

Homeowners need to take steps to winterize their outdoor spaces and protect their out-
door furnishings, including storage of furniture to cleaning dirt linger from the summer.
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Common questions and answers
about carpeting

No two homeowners are
the same, and that’s perhaps
most evident in the design
decisions individuals make
when decorating their homes.
Flooring is among the first
things a person notices when
entering a home, and the
array of options consumers
have when choosing flooring
materials underscores how
unique each homeowner is.

Carpeting is a popu-
lar flooring option. Many
homeowners prefer carpet-
ing because they feel it helps
to create a cozy, welcoming
vibe in a home. Consumers
considering carpet for their
homes may have some com-
mon questions, and answers
to those inquiries can help
homeowners determine if
carpeting is for them.

Is carpeting expensive?

Home renovations are
expensive, and the cost of a
project is often the first ques-
tion homeowners have. The
costofcarpeting varies widely
and is contingent on an array
of variables unique to each
home and homeowner, includ-
ing square footage, materials
chosen by the homeownerand
the cost of labor associated
with installation, which can
vary significantly between
locations. According to the
online renovation resource
HomeAdvisor, the average
costtoinstall orreplace carpet
is between $782 and $2,812.
That wide range illustrates
how much the cost of the proj-
ect will be affected by vari-
ables unique to each project.
However, even homeowners
who come in around or above
the high end of that estimate

may find carpet installation
isamong the more affordable
ways to give the interior of a
home an entirely new look
and feel.

How different are
carpeting materials?
Carpeting materials differ

in their look, feel and func-
tion. The home renovation
experts at Angi.com note that
some carpet fibers are better
suited to areas in a home that
attract a lot of foot traffic,
while others make for better
options in areas with less use,
such as a bedroom or home
office. For example, Angi.
com notes that polyester has
aluxurious, soft feel, making
itastrong option for bedroom
floors. Nylon carpet fiber is
resistant to stains and dam-
age and maintains its height
under heavy weight, making
this a good option in heavily
trafficked rooms. Homeown-
erscan discuss each carpeting
material with their flooring
retailer to determine which
suits their budget and which
is best in each room of their
homes.

Is carpet padding a must?

Carpet padding is one
of the costs associated with
carpeting. When shopping
for carpeting for the first
time, homeowners may notice
carpet padding costs on their
estimate and wonder what it
is and if it’s truly necessary.
Carpet padding is necessary,
as Flooring101.com notes
that it keeps the underside
of the carpet from wearing
against the subfloor while
absorbing the impact of foot
traffic and furniture. That
absorption helps to reduce
stress on the carpet and thus
extend its life expectancy.
Carpet padding also can have
an insulating effect and help
toreduce soundinaroom. So,
while carpet padding might
be a costly expense on an
itemized estimate, it’s well
worth the investment.

Carpeting can help make
a home feel more cozy and
welcoming. Homeowners can
work with a local carpeting
retailer to find a carpet that
meets theirneeds and fits their
budget.
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A whole home approach to enerqgy efficiency

(BPT) - A spike in home
energy bills often leads con-
sumers to suspect a problem
with their heating or cooling
equipment. However, before
assuming faulty equipment is
the cause of high energy bills,
it’s a good idea to consider
other potential culprits that
can reduce energy efficiency
and lead to costlier heating
and cooling bills. Some ar-
eas within a home can allow
heated or cooled air to escape
before it enters the desired
room. The attic is a good
example of a space where
undetected issues can reduce
comfort, adversely affect air
quality and decrease energy
efficiency.

Signs of thermal problems
in the attic may be visible
from a home’s exterior. Dur-
ing cooler seasons, heated
air escaping from a home’s
attic may pass through the
roof deck, melting snow or
frost. If nearby homes’ roofs
are covered in snow or frost
while your home’s roof is
bare, this may be a sign of
attic heat loss.

Installing a sufficient
amount of attic insulation

is one way to reduce energy
loss. According to Energy
Star, homeowners can save
up to 15% on heating and
cooling costs by air sealing
their homes and adding in-
sulation in attics, floors over
crawl spaces and accessible
basement rim joists.

Insulate to avoid the

chimney effect

The proper level of in-
sulation can help defend
against the chimney effect
(sometimes called stack ef-
fect). This term describes the
phenomenon of less dense,
warmair vertically flowing to
the highest partofastructure -
often the attic. Attic insulation
functions as a thermal barrier
that helps keep warm air in-
side the home from moving
into the attic and escaping to
the outside. Conversely, in
warmer weather, attic insula-
tion helps keep hot attic air
from infiltrating the cooled
interior of a home.

A proper thickness of in-
sulation installed in the attic
can also help avoid moisture
buildup, which can lead to
mold growth and potential
structural issues. Attic insu-
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lation helps maintain indoor
temperatures, reduce energy
loss and support occupant
comfort.

Are your attic ducts

in order?

Other attic components
can also affect air throughout
the home. When ductwork is
properly sized and in good
condition, airflow isbalanced
to support comfort and effi-
cient air distribution. Ducts
that are too small can cause
airflow resistance, resulting
in an uneven distribution of

air, causing the heating and
cooling equipment to cycle
more frequently and putting
more strain on equipment.
Similarly, ducts that are too
large may result in lower air
pressure and poor tempera-
ture control throughout the
home. Even acoustics can be
influenced by ductwork, as
properly sized ducts may help
reduce noise generated by air
flowing through the ducts.
While duct size matters,
so does the condition of
ductwork. Holes and loose

connections inattic ductwork
canallow cooled or heated air
toescape beforeitreaches the
register in the desired room.
Contaminants inside the at-
tic can enter these breaches
and flow into the rest of the
home. An increase in dust
levels inside the home may
be a sign that attic ductwork
needs attention.
Inspecting the attic with a
whole home approach

A home’s energy ef-
ficiency relies on a system
that includes the heating and

cooling equipment, ductwork
and ancillary components
like insulation. Ensuring
that all these components
are properly functioning can
help contribute to occupant
comfort, support indoor air
quality, promote energy ef-
ficiency and contribute to the
longevity of the home’s com-
fortsystem. Aninspection ofa
home’s attic - including mea-
suring insulation levels and
assessing ductwork - should
be included in HVAC service
and maintenance checks.

Is your home wasting water? Stop your
leaks before they cost you

(StatePoint) The climate
crisis is no longer a distant
threat—it’s a stark reality.
From wildfires in the west
to massive storms battering
the south, Americans are
reminded each day of their
environmental impact.

Among the most pressing
concerns is water scarcity.
While water covers 70% of
the globe, only 0.5% of it is
usable for us, according to
the Bureau of Reclamation.
Climate change, pollution and
rapid urbanization are further
reducing water access.

Water scarcity, driven
by climate change, affects
homeowners through rising
insurance premiums, soaring
utility costs, and declining
property values. Meanwhile,
rapid urbanization strains
water infrastructure, and pol-
lution continues to degrade
water quality.

According to the 2024
Ecolab Watermark Study,
68% of Americans worry
about climate change, and
70% are deeply concerned
about water access. Luckily,

QUALITY
SERVICES
REMODELING

Painting, Carpentry,
Bathroom &
Kitchen Remodels,
Tile Work, Decks,
Powerwashing & More!

847-456-7452 Cell

ELECTRIC

J

Ml Your Source for
JL Electrical Service

& Repairs

e Residential

¢ Service Work

¢ Industrial

e Commercial
* New Construction

e Updates

¢ Renovations

bush-electric.com
715-896-9683

S T e R R

When the power’s out,
power on.

Power your entire home during an outage.
From the kitchen to the sump pump and
everywhere in between, a KOHLER. home
generator can keep your entire home

powered during a storm outage.

No matter the weather, we're with you.

there are still things that can
be done to mitigate these
concerns.

Eco-conscious design is
not just a trend, it’s a crucial
component of planetary
health. Smart home innova-
tions, such as water monitors
and leak detectors, are helping
homeowners conserve water
and protect their homes.

“Smart home solutions
have been around a while,
but continue to improve
based on growing demands,”
says Mason Hall, head of
connected products, Moen
and Fortune Brands Innova-
tions. “Implementing smart
products—specifically water-
saving fixtures—is one of the
simplest ways to make your
home more sustainable with-
out sacrificing your overall
experience.”

When it comes to water
conservation, Moen’s Flo
Smart Water Monitor and
Shutoff'is leading the charge.
This device continuously
monitors your entire home’s
water usage, detecting leaks
as small as one drop per
minute—from a leaky toilet
to a major pipe burst. Using
machine learning, itidentifies
changes in pressure and flow,
alerting homeowners before

damage escalates. In fact,
60% of users discovered a
leak they weren’t aware of
within 30 days.

In total, the Smart Water
Monitor and Shutoff has
alerted users to over two
million potential water leaks,
according to Flow Technolo-
gies data. Plus, it helps track
water usage by individual
faucet, empowering waste
reduction and money savings.

Rising environmental is-
sues often lead to rising insur-
ance costs. In disaster-prone
areas, some insurance com-
panies are reducing coverage
oreven withdrawing from the
market due to the high costs
and frequency of claims for
home repairs or rebuilds.

Water damage, in par-
ticular, is amajor culprit. The
Insurance Information Insti-

PAINTING

— TOLL FREE —
877-881-4242

Experienced « Fully Insured

BARN PAINTING ® HOUSE PAINTING & STAINING * BIN PAINTING
ROOF COATINGS * METAL SHEDS ¢ SEAL COATING

CRACK FILLING * HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING

Call me for a quote

o StateFarm’

Karen Stai Koenigs Ins Acy Inc
Karen Koenigs, Agent

323 County Road A
Blk River Fls, W1 54615-9202

Bus: 715-284-4020
karen@karenkoenigs.com
www.karenkoenigs.com

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, L

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

tute (III) reports that water is
claimed six times more than
fire and eight times more than
theft. Based onIIland Census
Bureau data, Moen estimates
that nationally, insurers pay
out over $15 billion in water
claim damages annually. To
mitigate these costs, many
insurance companies now
offer premium discounts
to homeowners who install
smart products like the Flo
Smart Water Monitor and
Shutoff, which canreduce the
likelihood of water damage
claims.

Companies also have a
responsibility to help drive
positive change. The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
estimates that one trillion
gallons of water are wasted
due to leaks each year. In
2020, Moen launched Mis-
sion Moen, a commitment to
conserve 1 trillion gallons of
water through the use of wa-
ter-saving products by 2030.
Since then, the company has
conserved 317 billion gallons
of water.

Moen’s new hot water
savings handheld shower
by some estimates reduces
shower water usage by over
a third—saving up to 5,500
gallons annually. When con-
serve mode is activated, this
feature reduces water flow
to a trickle once it reaches
95 degrees F, then maintains
the temperature, preventing
unnecessary water waste
while still providing an excep-
tional shower experience. The
product also features Moen’s
Magnetix technology, with a
magnetic dock made from
recycled ocean plastic, further
embracing sustainability.

By embracing smart tech-
nology, practicing conserva-
tion and supporting com-
panies that make a positive
impact, everyone can play
a role in creating a water-
abundant future.
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PLUMBING LL

L \_

Service & Repair
Water Heaters
Water Softeners
Septic Systems
New Construction
Remodeling

Zach Czaplewski
Owner « MP#1147034

608-863-3910
ZCPlumbingWl@gmail.com

SERVING TREMPEALEAU
AND SURROUNDING AREAS
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Spring is the season most
often associated with lawn
care, and for good reason.
Grass starts growing in
spring, and the season is a
great time to fertilize many
grasses in the hopes lawns
canlook theirbestand endure
the hotter, dryer weather of
summer.

Spring might mark the
time when many homeowners
begin tending to their lawns
eachyear, butit’s important to
recognize the significance of
fall lawn care as well. Grasses
vary, and homeowners are
urged to identify which type
of grass is in their lawn so
they can ensure it gets the care
it needs before winter’s first
frost. Cool-season grasses
like perennial ryegrass and
Kentucky bluegrass are com-
mon in various regions, and
the following strategies can
help homeowners with these
types of grasses tend to their
lawns this fall.

 Stick to your recom-
mended fertilization sched-

Homedecorisas varied as
the people who decorate their
homes. Some people prefer
traditional styles while oth-
ers gravitate toward country
or coastal. Industrial decor is
another unique style that can
set homes apart.

The Interior Design In-
stitute says industrial design
is known for its raw beauty
and functional charm. Indus-
trial design continues to be a
popular choice that evolves
with each new generation.
Industrial design pays hom-
age to warehouses and city
centers. For those looking
to impart a new look to their
homes, industrial chic may be
therightfit. The following are

ule. Homeowners who have
been fertilizing since spring
are urged to continue doing
soin fall at the recommended
interval. It’s easy to forget
to fertilize in fall thanks to
cooler temperatures that
don’t call lawn care to mind
and busier schedules after
school starts again and sum-
mer vacation season ends. But
many fertilizer manufacturers
advise users of their products
to fertilize several times
over the course of the year,
including in fall. Stick to the
intervals recommended on
the packaging of'the fertilizer
you’ve been using, making
sure not to forget to fertilize
this fall.

* Conduct a soil test. A
soil test can determine if the
soil is lacking any nutritive
elements it needs to come
back strong in spring. Cer-
tain amendments can restore
pH balance if necessary and
foster stronger growth when
lawns come back in spring.

* Aerate, ifnecessary. Soil

Home Improvement Guide

A guide to fall lawn care for cool-season grasses

can become compacted over
time, and that can cause a
range of problems for a lawn.
Compacted soil can make it
harder for water to reach the
roots of grass, which weak-
ens grass and makes it more
vulnerable to damage during
adverse weather events like
drought. Compacted soil also
makes it harder for nutrients
in fertilizer to get into the
soil. Aerating is best left to
professionals, particularly in
larger lawns, as the job can
foster strong root develop-
ment when done properly.

* Remove thatch where
it’s excessive. Thin layers
of thatch can benefit lawns
by delivering nutrients from
glass clippings and leavestoa
lawn. However, when thatch
is excessive, it can block air,
water and even fertilizer from
reaching the soil. Thatch
often can be removed with
a rake, but lawns with espe-
cially thick layers of thatch
may need to be scarified.
Homeowners can take a DIY

approach to scarifying or hire
alandscaping professional to
dethatch the lawn and remove
the thatch from their proper-
ties.

+ Continue to water the
lawn. A cool-season grass
will continue to require water
into the fall. Though the lawn
won’t need to be watered as
frequently in fall as in sum-
mer, various lawn care pro-
fessionals note cool-season
grasses still need roughly an
inch of water each week in
fall.

* Remove leaves as they
fall. Fallen leaves can affecta
lawn in much the same way as
excessive amounts of thatch,
blocking water and nutrients
fromreachingthesoil. So, it’s
best to remove fallen leaves,
especially when they begin
to fall in large quantities.

Fall is an opportune time
to tend to a lawn to increase
the chances grass grows back
strong in spring.
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it’s important to recognize the significance of fall lawn
care as well. Grasses vary, and homeowners are urged to
identify which type of grass is in their lawn so they can
ensure it gets the care it needs before winter’s first frost.

Six features of industrial decor

six notable characteristics of
this unique style.

1. Neutral colors: Whites,
grays, blacks and neutral tones
of brown feature prominently
inindustrial design. However,
accent colors like red, blue or
green also may be used.

2. Sense of spaciousness:
Industrial design harkens back
to vast, open warchouses.
Open floor plans are part of
the design, as are tall ceilings

Insist on an Interlox Roof

* LIFETIME ROOFING -
The Last Roof You Will
Ever Need!

715-683-2490

and large windows.

3. Exposed wood or steel
beams: Showing the “bones”
of the building is on brand
for industrial design. Expect
exposed steel or wood beams
in the ceilings. Additional
exposed structural elements
include ducts, brick and pipes.

4. Recycled elements:
Industrial decor may utilize
reclaimed or recycled materi-
als, such as salvaged wood,
concrete, pieces of metal, or
even stone.

5. Natural light: Industrial
decor utilizes large windows
to let in plenty of natural

John George Krage
— Professional Land Surveyor —

www.arrowland.net ® 507-458-0483

light. This can counteract the
harsher lines of the exposed

or in decorative groups as a
chandelier are another com-

materials and graphic lines of
the style.

6. Edison bulbs: Edison
bulbs that hang individually

mon element of industrial de-
sign. Metal domes or pendant
lights also canbe incorporated
for a more covered look.

Scott Larson, Agent
409 E Division St
Neillsville, WI 54456
(715) 743-2211
slarson2@amfam.com
amfam.com

P
AMERICAN FAMILY
[ iINSURANCE N

N

NEW ROOF? YOU COULD SAVE!

Did you know a newer roof could help you save on home insurance?

Geta

personalized
quote today.

of

STALEY

PLUMBING & HEATING
Serving WI Since 1963

’351‘ 715-299-5365 gb=

MP# 639164 Ny
HATFIELD, W1

24 Hour Service

P
e

~ COFFEYS

CLEANING SERVICES

JPC

NOW OFFERING HOUSE CLEANING
STRIPPING & WAXING FLOORS « CARPET CLEANING
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING - GROUT & WINDOW CLEANING
CONSTRUCTION CLEAN-UP - MOVE OUT/IN CLEANING
JANITORIAL IN SMALL BUSINESSES

FREE ESTIMATES!
LOW RATES & HIGH QUALITY!

Interested? Ask for Darrell.

715-491-5225
dcoffey439@gmail.com

BASEMENTRWET?

WATERPROOFING

* CRACKED BASEMENT
WALLS SEALED & REPAIRED

Ask about our 30-year guarantee
(Transferrable to next property owner)

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

JACOBY WATERPROOFING

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
BONDED - INSURED « FREE ESTIMATES

608-886-0016

BASEMENT
& REPAIR

KOLVE’S

Heating & A/C

Justin Kolve

715-530-3202
— STRUM, WI —

* New Installs
* Servicing/Repairs
* Duct Work/Cleaning

* % FREE ESTIMATES * *
“If in doubt, get it checked out!”

OSSEO, W]
7155336168

|
L ANDSCAPING

Your local & trusted
Landscape Professional
who will tackle your
next project!

FREE ESTIMATES FOR:
SOFTSCAPE
HARDSCAPE - GRADING
SHRUB REMOVAL
TRIMMING

Fall is conting!
Call us for all your
outdoor needs.

“Bringing your community closer, one ‘stepper’ at a time!”

3

Greenview

Metal, LLC
=

gt

e ——

Manufacturer of quality
Metal Roofing & Siding
for ALL your building needs:

House Roof « Pole Barn « Free Stall
Chicken Barn « Riding Arena

... and the list goes on.
+ 21 Colors to choose from
+ 15 Colors to choose in texture
« 40-Year Paint Warranty
» Cut lengths up to 50 feet

Skylights (8-ft. thru 16-ft. available)
Soffit « Cannonball Door Track

All the trim to go with your steel!

- Low Profile
- Snap Lock

We manufacture 3 different profiles:
-AgPanel.........

...using 29 and 26 gauge steel.
N35198 Co. Rd. S, Blair - 715-538-1325

9-in. Rib
6-in. Res. Rib
16-in. Panel
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Homeowners know that
the work of maintaining a
home is never done. Cleaning
is a daily task associated with
homeownership, and such
sessions can reveal more than
dustbuildup or dirty walls and
surfaces.

When cleaning a home,
homeowners can pull double
duty and look for potentially
hazardous situations. For ex-
ample, vacuuming and dusting
sessions can present a great
opportunity to spot electrical
hazards that might otherwise
go unseen. With that in mind,
homeowners can keep an eye
out for these four signs of po-
tential electrical hazards when
working around the house.

Tingling when touch-

Wall outlets that look or
feel unusual: Wall outlets do
not garner much attention, as
many are low enough to be
out of sight or even behind
furniture. So, a cleaning ses-
sion might be the only time
homeowners will noticeissues

Home Improvement Guide

Four signs of potential electrical hazards in a home

with wall outlets. The NFPA
notes discolored outlets or
outlets that feel warm to the
touch is a sign of an electri-
cal problem. Various issues
can cause outlets to look or
feel unusual. An outlet could
be short-circuiting or wires

could be damaged, and each
issue merits the attention of a
qualified electrician.

Foul odors: An odor that
callstomind burning rubber is
another indicator ofan electri-
cal problem. Various electrical
experts indicate such odors

can be indicative of damaged
wiring, an overloaded circuit
or loose connections, each
of which poses a significant
safety hazard. The NFPAurges
homeowners to contactaquali-
fied electrician immediately if
they sense a smell of burning
rubber in their homes.
Flickering lights: Home-
owners won’tneed to waituntil
cleaning sessions to notice
flickering lights. Such flicker-
ing is hard to miss regardless
of what residents are doing
inside a home. Sometimes
lights flicker because of a
loose bulb, so homeowners
who notice flickering should
first turn off the light, let the
bulb cool down if need be and
then check to make sureitisn’t
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for a multitude of reasons. A
loose connection can cause
flickering, as can an over-
loaded circuit. Homeowners
also may not realize that not
all bulbs and dimmer switches
are designed to work together.
For example, modern LED
light bulbs often require the
installation of specific dimmer
switches or the lights won’t
operate properly. Flickering
can result if these products
are not compatible. If a home
is old, then flickering lights
could be due to old wiring that
needs to be replaced.

Daily and weekly cleaning
sessions can be a good time
for homeowners to perform a
quick auditofelectrical outlets
and lights to ensure everything

ing an electrical appliance:
The National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) advises
homeowners to calla qualified
electricianimmediately ifthey
experience a tingling feeling
when touching an electrical
appliance. The Electrical
Safety Office notes experienc-
ing a tingle or the feeling of
being shocked is not normal.
Homeowners who experience
suchafeeling shouldavoid the
locationand warn others in the
home to do the same.

When cleaning a home, homeowners can pull double duty and look for potentially
hazardous electrical issues that could be dangerous.

o
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SGENIC VALLEY

P4 CONSTRUCTION...

608-475-9230

Roofing - Siding * Handyman Work
Odds & Ends * Metal Roofing * Remodeling

aVa

Fedie Well Drilling
& Pump Service

Over 26 Years Well Drilling Experience
*Drilling Year Round
*Well Abandonment
*Well Repair
*Pressure Systems

W536 U.S. Hwy 10 - Mondovi
Donald Fedie - Owner

715-926-4566

WELL DRILLING

License #127

Stratford Homes Authorized Independent Builder

NEW CONSTRUCTION
REMODELING & SEAMLESS GUTTERS

MELVIN

CONSTRUCTION

715-797-5359

loose. If the bulb isn’t loose,
then lights could be flickering

is safe and working properly.

Did you know?

Outdoor living spaces are a good investment for home-
owners seeking to enjoy their home exteriors to the full-
est, and that investment continues to pay dividends when
homes are put on the market. According to Remodeling
magazine’s Cost vs. Value report, a number of outdoor
living upgrades provide a sizable return on investment
(ROI) when homeowners put their properties up for sale.

According to the report, a wood deck could recoup up
to 82 percent of the original cost at resale, meaning a job
that comes in around the national average price of $17,000
couldnet$14,000 atresale. An outdoorkitchen could prove
an even better investment in terms of ROI, as Remodeling
magazine indicates such a feature nets a return between 55
percentand 200 percent at resale depending on the location
of the home and the materials used for the project.

FORESTRY LLC
Logging & Lot Clearing

i * Buying All Species
| of standing timber
* Free Estimates

715-533-1931

For All Your Concrete Needs

WEGMAN CONGRETE

— FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED —
CUSTOM CONCRETE DESIGN - DECORATIVE CONCRETE
EXPOSED AGGREGATE - RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Concrete Professionally Finished, not just Pumped
WALLS * FLATWORK  PATIOS * POLE BARNS * GARAGES
BASEMENTS * FOUNDATIONS * FLOORS * EXCAVATING & DOZER WORK
FREE ESTIMATES! Professional service for over 35 years!
608-323-3595 or Call John: 715-533-1347

Greenline
TRUSS LLe<

We can make Custom Trusses
to Fit Your Needs!

N37537 Highway 53/121 - Whitehall

Kyle Canar

608-484-2344
Galesville

DRIVEWAYS - POOLS
by RETAINING WALLS
~ BASEMENTS « WATERWAYS
FORESTRY MULCHING

FOOD PLOTS - LANDSCAPING

Residential

& Commercial dirtproex.com - canar@dirtproex.com

Miller Window
& Doors

Specializing in Window &
Door Replacement

DENNIS MILLER

20+ Years of Experience

Dennis cell: 320-305-0915
Dalton cell: 715-660-9893

Email: millerwindows95@gmail.com

218200 Cardinal Lane
Edgar, WI 54426

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

108 W. Broadway Street, Blair

608-782-0698

24 HOUR SERVICE
SHEET METAL NEEDS « VENTILATION
www.bagniefski.com

TRANE

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane.®

COMFORT
SPECIALIST /

LLALVORSEN

LUMBER COMPANY LLC

Your Local Full-Service Lumberyard
Downtown Arcadia ¢ 608-323-3645

Let Halvorsen Lumber make
all of your new-home dreams
come true with their
computer-aided home layout
program.

Stop in today & see what they have
in store for your next project!

Remodeling  Decks  Siding * Roofing * Garages ¢ New Homes

IBalduzzi’s

WINDOWS | DECKS | SIDING | LUMBER

ETTRICK - 608-525-4141
MIDWAY - 608-783-3329

POLE SHEDS  HOUSES
CABINETS « WINDOWS
DOORS * DECKING
FREE ESTIMATES
REMODELING

Check
out our
hardware
section!
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Thinking about renovating? Check with your building department first

(StatePoint) From updat-
ing an outdated kitchen to
adding a home office, home
renovations can be exciting.
Beforeyoudivein, it’scritical
to understand the local safety
requirements that impact your
projects.

Kevin McOsker, the Code
Council’s vice president of
Technical Resources, offers
advice to help you renovate
safely:

First, meet with your
local building department.
Before beginning any home
improvement project, you’ll
want to meet with your local
building department. They
can walk you through the
local building codes as well
as the process for obtaining
permits and inspections. Fail-
ing to meet the requirements
outlined in the code can result

in unsafe living conditions,
failed inspections or costly
rework.

To contact your local
building department, start
with your city or county’s of-
ficial website and look for the
building or planning depart-
ment. You can also call your
city hall or visit in person.

Remember, building de-
partments want to help make
your project a success. Some
building departments even
have approved details and
drawings to assist you with
simple permits, construction
and inspections.

When reaching out, ask:

* Do I need a permit for
this type of work?

* How much does the
permit cost?

* Are there specific code
requirements in my area?

Remedies for

Hardwood floors are cov-
eted features in many homes.
The National Wood Flooring
Association says wood floors
are the most environmen-
tally friendly flooring op-
tions available. In the United
States, the hardwood forests
that provide flooring products
are growing twice as fast as
they are being harvested.
Furthermore, wood floors can
last for many generations and
require fewer raw materials
to produce than other floor-
ing options. That means less
waste may end up in landfills.
Hardwood floors can endure
for decades in a home, but
over time, those same floors
may need some tender loving
care to keep them looking
good and working as they
should. Squeaky floors are
a common nuisance that
homeowners may experience.
Squeaking is often caused by
movement and friction be-
tween floorboards. Treating
the problem involves iden-
tifying the underlying issue.

Loose hardware

Squeaky floors may be

due to the loosening of the
hardware holding the floor in
place, says The Home Depot.
When nails or screws no
longer are secured tightly, the
boards can rub together. The
noise heard is the sound pro-
duced by rubbing. Tightening
orreplacing the hardware can
help reduce the squeaking.
Counter-snap kit method

This Old House says this
kit method is a great way to
fix squeaks without damaging
the floor. Once the source of
the squeak is located, drill a
3/32-inch pilot hole through
the hardwood flooring. Then
insert a screw through the
kit’s depth-control fixture and
into the pilot hole, and drive
ituntil it automatically snaps
off below the wood surface.
Follow this up by filling the
hole with wood putty that
matches the floor color. Once
the putty is dry, lightly sand
the area to blend.

Use a shim or shims

Sometimes the floor may
squeak because of a gap
between the joists and the
subfloor. Filling the gap with

* How do I schedule in-
spections and when should
they happen?

Next, secure a permit and
inspection. A building permit
is an official approval that
allows you to proceed with
a renovation or construction
project. Permits are crucial
because they ensure your
project is safe and in com-
pliance with local building
codes and regulations. These
regulations are designed to
keep you safe from hazards
inside the building as well
as protect you from extreme
weather events.

Skipping the permit pro-
cess can lead to additional
fees, stop-work orders or
even complications when
selling your home. In some
jurisdictions, it may even be
a misdemeanor offense that

could carry significant fines.

Once you’ve secured
a building permit, you’ll
need an inspection. Building
inspections are an official
review of your renovation
at key milestones during the
construction process. They’re
conducted by a certified pro-
fessional to confirm that the
work being done complies
with local building code
requirements.

Common home

renovation mistakes

* Skipping Permits to
save time or costs: Skipping
permits often leads to greater
expenses laterifyou’re fined,
assessed additional fees or
could even require you to
redo completed construction
work at your expense.

* Assuming minor chang-
es don’t require approval:

creaky floors

a small piece of wood called
a shim can help alleviate the
gap or gaps.
Drive up screws

If a squeak is just in one
spot, The Home Depot says
that you may be able to drive
short screws from below into
the subfloor.

Small gaps

For small gaps between
boards, sprinkle talcum pow-
der or powdered graphite
between squeaky boards to
reduce friction. Wood filler
applied with a putty knife also

may work. For larger gaps,
use a liquid filler designed
for wood floors.

Homeowners also can
visit their local home im-
provement center for other
hardware solutions designed
for underfloor repairs to
remedy squeaks. Many work
fromunderneath the floorand
involve mounting plates or
brackets to sure up the floor.
Squeaky floors can be prob-
lematic, but noises can be
banished with some repair
work.

REMBX

RE/MAX Results
Cell: 715-299-6992

Buying or Selling? Your satisfaction
and happiness will be my first priority!
Call me today!

Tammy G. Simmons, Realtor®
Blair, WI 54615 e License #88377-94

Facebook:Tammy G. Simmons-Realtor
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Even small updates can
greatly impact safety and need
permits and inspections.

* Hiring unlicensed con-
tractors: They may not follow
the code, have no license to
perform the work and usually
do not carry any insurance,
which puts your project and
your home at risk. Licensed
contractors are accountable to
the licensing board, just like
your doctor.

* Failing to schedule nec-

essary inspections: Without
a final sign-off, your project
may be considered incom-
plete, non-compliant or worse
— create an unsafe condition.

Use building safety pro-
fessionals as a resource .

By working with your lo-
cal building department, you
can ensure your project meets
standards, avoids legal issues
and creates a safe space for
everyone in your home.

SONSALLA HEATING
& CONTROLS, LLC

- Commercial & Residential
* Heating-A/C
« Commercial Refrigeration
Please Call Heather for Your Service Needs

715-299-6801

¥ HANSEN
TRUCKING & EXCAVATING

- Dozer Work, Excavator Worlk,

Skid Steer Work
.- Ditching Building Sites 4
- Land Clearing
< 45 years experience fully Insured

Call 715-897-1831

General Contractor ~ Neillsville
New Construction * Remodeling

Serving Local Communities

715-743-7473

THE LAST FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONER
YOU'LL EVER HAVE TO BUY.

WANT SOMETHING THAT REALLY LASTS?
Get an Amana® brand 96% Variable-Speed Furnace and
Ultron® 16 Air Conditioner for your home.

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:

We are so confident about their lasting power if the patented stainless
steel heat exchanger, recuperative coil, or compressor ever fails on you,
we will replace the entire unit for free as long as you own it.

Plumbing - New Construction - Remodels
Light Commercial « Service Work « Septic Systems
Heating « Boilers « Air Conditioning « In-Floor Heat

Water Heaters « Wells « Pumps « Pressure Systems
 nspec Abwame

Real Estate Well & Septic Inspections
“One Call We Do It All”

7}, Glou Pebke

’Q PLUMBING, HEATING & WELL DRILLING Inc.

835 Riverside, Mondovi
715-926-3848 | 608-323-7909 | 888-749-9856
www.pelkeglen.com - glenpelke@ntec.net

LASTS AND LASTS AND LASTS.

sfb

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

You have worked hard to build equity in your
home. Put your equity to work for you!
Update that bathroom, replace the garage
door, or put on a new roof with

a HELOC from SFB.

sfbank.com | 888.254.0615 | & §pi¢ | SECURITY FINANCIAL BANK

Terms and conditions apply.
NMLS#409793
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Birds are beautiful crea-
tures that can make alawnand
garden feel even more serene.
Providing snacks to supple-
ment whatbirds naturally find
inthe wild guarantees up close
and personal interactions with
the scores of species that call
neighborhoods home.

Bird feeders are particu-
larly important in colder cli-
mates and during wintertime
when food may be scarce.
Keeping birds well fed helps
them survive over winter and
continue to repopulate in the
spring. Bird feeding isn’t all
for the birds, either. Ashley
Dayer, an associate professor
in the Department of Fish and
Wildlife Conservation at Vir-
ginia Tech, argues that feed-
ing birds also is a benefit to

humans because it stimulates
compassion for the animals.
The type of bird feeder a
person places in the yard de-
termines which species may
be drawn to the property. The
following are various types of
feeders to consider.
Suet feeders

Suet cakes are high-energy
food sources that attract birds
like woodpeckers and nut-
hatches. They are particularly
beneficial in colder months
or regions where birds need
extra fat for energy. These
cage-like feeders snap around
the rectangular suet cake and
hang from a pole or tree.

Ground feeder

Ground feeders are simple
screen-bottomed trays that
sit several inches off of the
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Attract winged friends with these bird feeders

ground or on a deck to help
keep seeds and grain from
coming in contact with drop-
pings. Ground feeders are a
favorite of juncos, sparrows,
goldfinches, and cardinals,
among others.

Sugar water feeder

These feeders come in
different shapes, from tubes
toround dishes, and are mag-
nets to hummingbirds. They
typically have red coloring
to be more attractive to those
high-speed flyers.

Nyjer bird feeder

Small birds like gold-
finches love to dine on nyjer
seeds, which are tiny, black
thistle seeds. These feeders
are tube-shaped mesh socks
designed to hold this specific
seed. The small feeding ports

prevent seed waste and cater
to the small beaks of finches.
Hopper bird feeder

These are the feeders
many people think of when
they envision bird feeders.
Hopper bird feeders hold a
large amount of seed and often
have a roof or a design that
mimics a house or barn. The
covered design helps to keep
seeds dry and might be the
besthanging feeder for people
who live in areas with a lot of
rain. Hoppers will attract blue
jays, grackles, cardinals, and
blackbirds.

Tube feeders

Tube feeders will attract
an array of birds. They are
cylindrical in shape with
various ports to enable birds
to perch and feed.

Window and smart
bird feeders
These types ofbird feeders
attach to windows to allow
homeowners to view the birds
up close. Smart varieties have
cameras on the feeders that
will send a feed via an app

Page 9

to a smart phone or computer.
Some even may identify the
bird species on the feeder at
any given point in time.

Bird feeders provide
enjoyment for bird watchers
and nutritious food various
species.

FARM WIRING
GRANTS AVAILABLE

Get up to $20,000 to help update your dairy farm’s
electrical system and up to $10,000 to help

with your non-dairy farm.

For more information call the Business Solutions Center
at 800-481-4700 or email AgTeamWI@xcelenergy.com.

@ Xcel Energy®

© 2025 Xcel Energy Inc.

Build Your Future
with Bluff View Bank!

"

o
PP

%
APR*

1.99:. | 2441

Apply online or in-person today!

Visit us at bluffviewbank.com/construction-loans

“/) Bluff View Bank

Focused On You
GALESVILLE | TREMPEALEAU | HOLMEN

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 2.441% based on a loan amount of $300,000 with a 90% loan to value. Payments are interest only for
9 months, estimated at $490.68 per month when fully advanced. This does not include taxes and/or insurance premiums and if
applicable, the actual payment obligation will be greater. Once the home is complete you can convert the construction loan to either
conventional fixed ora 63-month balloon loan. Allloans subject to credit approval based on underwriting factors such as credit

score, income history, property value, and others. Other rates and loan-to-value programs are available. Advertised rate accurate
as of 09/01/2025 and is subject to change at any time without notice. NML5#683940

EQUAL HEUSING
LENDER
Member

Bird feeders are particularly important in colder climates
and during wintertime when food may be scarce. Keeping
birds well fed helps them survive over winter and continue
to repopulate in the spring. Feeding birds also is a benefit
to humans because it stimulates compassion for the ani-
mals.

Excavation « Landscaping
Dump Truck Service
FREE Estimates
Fully Insured

Joe Misch
608-804-0383

closing
costsl

Tap into the equity in your home
with Co-op Credit Union’s
Home Equity Line of Credit!

Lockin a great rate today and use the funds for any purpose -
home renovations, tuition, consolidating high-interest debt.
The choice is yours!

Use the QR code to schedule an
appointment today or call
800-258-0023!

Already have a CCU home equity
line of credit? Call to take
advantage of this special!

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. On new home equity

Scan me with

lines of credit of $10,000 or more or an increase of

$10,000 on an existing line. Offer subject to normal your phone D
loan-to-value qualifications. At the end of the fixed to schedule

period, rate will adjust annually to the prevailing

prime rate (most recently 7.50% APR). This is a

variable rate loan with a lifetime cap of 15.00% APR.

Offer may end at any time. CCU pays closing costs coopcu.com
except for appraisal and title insurance, if required. 800.258.0023

Black River Falls | Fall Creek | Galesville | Melrose | La Crosse | Onalaska | Strum
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How to boost home value before selling

People considering buy-
ing or selling a home are
facing a unique market. The
real estate market has been
in flux for several years, and
high interest rates have made
it more expensive to borrow.

The Mortgage Bankers
Association is projecting that
30-year mortgage rates will
level out to 6.5 percent for
the foreseeable future. That
means that people who have
been waiting for changes in
the real estate market could
be disappointed, and hesitant
buyers may finally just bite
the bullet and buy even if
mortgage rates are not where
they hoped they’d be in 2025.
Homeowners with properties
they are considering listing
forsale would be wise to make
certain changes that will help
garner the best prices from

like resurfacing cabinets,
upgrading countertops and
changing fixtures or hardware
to give the room an overhaul.

Homeowners also should
look to bathroom updates as
smart investments that can
improve home value. Katie
Severance, author of The
Brilliant Home Buyer, char-
acterizes kitchens and baths
as “money rooms” that add
the most value to a home.

Declutter the home

Homeowners should
cleanoutitems they no longer
need. Decluttering can make
a space feel bigger, which is
beneficial in a market where
open concept floor plans
remain popular among home
buyers.

When buyers walk
through a prospective home,
they want to envision them-

with a lot of oomph. Freshly
painted rooms appear clean
and updated, says HGTYV,
and that can appeal to buyers.
Homeowners should choose
neutral colors to accom-
modate the widest array of
potential buyers.
Improve the landscaping

The exterior of a home is
the first thing potential buy-
ers will see as they roll up to
view a property or look at a
listing online. Homeowners
should start by evaluating
and enhancing the landscap-
ing. Ensure the lawn is well-
maintained and add plants
that provide color without a
lot of maintenance.

Expand usable space

Homeowners can think
about adding to the usable
space in a home. This trans-
lates into finishing basements

Contributed photo

buyers. ) selves living there, something  or attics or even converting |In today’s unique market, homeowners with properties they are considering listing for
Make kitchen and bath im-  thatis more easily done ifthe ~ garages to rooms. Or it may |sale would be wise to make certain changes that will help garner the best prices from
provements home isn’t overrun with the  involveaddingathree-season |buyers.

The kitchen is the heart
of many homes. Real estate
agents may recommend that
homeowners make minor to
moderate kitchen upgrades

currenthomeowner’s belong-
ings.
Get to painting
Painting a home is a
cost-effective renovation

room.

Homeowners can consid-
eranumber of improvements
to increase the resale value of
their properties.

CONSTRUCTION

How to understand your home energy use - and cut costs T ﬁ |

(BPT) - Heating and
cooling systems account for
around 55% of the average
home’s energyuse, according
to the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE). And during
the warmer summer months,
HVAC systems are working
attheir hardest to keep homes
cool - which means that as
temperaturesrise, energy bills
often do, too.

Consider the following
tips to boost a home’s energy
performance and save on
utility bills to help keep costs
down and improve HVAC
efficiency.

Practice routine
maintenance

Clean or replace filters
on air conditioners or fur-
naces regularly, ideally once
amonth or as recommended.
This routine practice will en-
sure systems run efficiently.

It’s also important to
schedule seasonal inspections
with a professional techni-

cian to identify and address
potential issues before they
become larger, more costly
problems. An expert will
also help evaluate the health
of key components such as
filters, refrigerant levels,
and thermostat calibration to
keep units working at peak
performance.

Maintain clear airflow
throughout the home
Proper insulation and

air sealing techniques can
achieve whole-house energy
savings of 10%-20%, proving
acost-effective way toreduce
energy waste.

Ensure air return points
are not blocked by furniture,
carpeting or drapes so that air
can flow freely. Confirm that
doorsand windows are closed
when the HVAC system is
in operation, and check that
loose seals or gaps around
windows, doors and ducts
are not causing conditioned
air to escape from the home.

Additionally, during warmer
months, keep window cover-
ings closed during the day to
block the sun’s heat.

All these practices can
prevent energy waste, lower
utility costs, and improve
overall performance.

Evaluate equipment

options

Another option home-
owners may consider is up-
grading their home’s HVAC
equipment. According to the
DOE, upgrading a home’s
cooling and heating system

can cut energy use by 20%
or more, depending on the
existing setup.

Most cooling and heating
equipment today is built for
energy efficiency. A trusted,
local contractor can help a
homeowner evaluate the best
equipment options. No matter
ahome’s heating and cooling
needs, these are a few tools
and solutions homeowners
can explore to better under-
stand how to make a space
more energy efficient.

ACE

The helpful place.

Solid Foundations, Strong Futures

AOLCOMB
Concrete (nc.

* Insulated Basement Walls
e Colored Textured Flatwork
 Garage Slabs-Sidewalks

* Frost Walls e+ Driveways

Serving the area since 1996

715-284-4678

TRAEGER

WOOD FIRED GRILLS

carpente,

TREE SERVICE
715-264-3465

INSURED ~ FREE ESTIMATES

Tree Trimming & Removal - Aerial Bucket 105 Plus Feet
+ Brush & Stump Removal « Brush Mowing
+ Bobcat Work « Land Clearing & Leveling
« Lawn Maintenance « Snow Removal « Firewood
The Area’s Only Grapple Saw Crane
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Bob Carpenter ~ Over 30 Years Experience ~ Fully Insured,

Black River Falls 715-284-3466

Nothing but HEAVY DUTY.

The best brands are in your neighborhood

Let us help you find the right tools for the job.

133 County Road A, Black River Falls, WI 54615
715-284-4454 ScholzeA‘CE
Open Mon.-Frl.c7Laons1;56§ran%g:tyrday 8am-5pm H O ME C =A N ==
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(BPT) - The right door
hardware can improve both
function and design in the
home. Whether you’re reno-
vating or simply upgrading,
understanding options like
pocket, wall-mount, bypass,
multi-pass and bi-fold doors
will help you make a smart
choice. Each type has unique
benefits that suit different
spaces, from saving floor
space in compact bathrooms
to dividing areas in spacious
home gyms. Explore five top
solutions below.

Save space with stylish
pocket door hardware

Pocketdoorsslide into the
wall to maximize floor space.
Perfect for everyday use in
tight areas like hallways,
bathrooms and kitchens, the
ADA-compliant 1500SC
Pocket Door Frame Kit is a

popular choice because little
force is required to slide the
door. It can be used with
nearly any type of door and
provides soft-closing door
movement that prevents slam-
ming and enhances safety.
Wall-mount doors
offer privacy without wall
modifications

Wall mount sliding doors
are simple and quick to in-
stall and give any room an
instant facelift. The 200WM
Wall Mount Sliding Door
Hardware Kit supports extra-
heavy doors and includes a
soft-close feature, perfect in
bedrooms, laundry rooms and
home offices where a quietly
closing door is appreciated.

Bypass sliding doors:

perfect for closets

Smooth gliding and long-

lasting bypass door hardware

Home Improvement Guide

Designer tips: how to choose the right sliding,
folding and pocket door hardware

is a closet staple. From hall-
way, bathroom and bedroom
closets to kitchen pantries,
sliding bypass doors free up
floor space soyou can fitmore
furniture inaroom. Swinging
doors can block walkways,
whereas bypass doors keep
the path free and clear.
Multi-pass doors for
modern room dividers
It’s easy to open up or
close off larger spaces with
multi-pass door hardware.
Three door panels hang from
a durable top track and each
door slides independently
from jamb to jamb. Door

panels stack together neatly
to widen a doorway, giving
access to two-thirds of the
opening.

Bi-fold doors maximize
visibility and function in
tight spots

Great for closets convert-
ed into creative spaces, such
as abarnook or workshop, bi-
fold door panels fold together
and allow ample access to the
closet contents. For best re-
sults, itis importantto choose
high-quality folding door
hardware when upgrading a
closet so your doors operate
trouble-free over time.

Ll

cusTOM

N4350 State Highway 54,
Black River Falls, WI 54615
715-284-1164 or
= |608-343-7722 cell
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Contributed photos
Whether it’s a pocket, wall-mount, bypass, multi-pass
or bi-fold doors, each style provides benefits that suit dif-
ferent spaces, from saving floor space in compact bath-
rooms to dividing areas

GENERAL CONTRACTOR WGODWORKING.

715-284-9707

Black River Falls, Wisconsin

A
RAYNOR

GARAGE DOORS &
OPERATORS
Sales & Service

New Construction
or Remodels

Customized
Wooden Plaques =
z & Signs

o Kitchen &
Bathroom
Cabinets

o Built-Ins

5 e Custom

Furniture

Also Repairs

Welcome ~7
0 Yy woodshop! ™ )
/Gorry 1 missed you,
but you Can reacn me at
—608-343-7722
joeyswoodworking@gmc

GREAT BUYS ON SELECT ITEMS!
v MOWERS & BAGGER

Special Pricing on Select Models

v BLOWERS & TRIMMERS
v SNOWBLOWERS - FALL SPECIAL PRICING

Toro 2000 My Ride Stihl RZ261
v SAWMILLS & WOOD PROCESSORS 52 in Model ¥7291 Commercial Zero Turn
End of Season Savings on Select Units Was $11,249 Was $7,149

v YANMARTRACTORS Now $6,533.32

v GENERATORS
v GARDEN TILLERS

Now $9951.19

Cub Cadet
ProZ772L

Cub Cadel”

Cub Cadet
ZTS1-46

v AG ATTACHMENTS ng:)n_ﬁ:ﬁ;al Demo
v USED EQUIPMENT Was$15 538.89 aﬁ'Wa;Iz5‘;,49

Pre-owned Bargains, Price to Move

$3,999

Known For Parts & Service Since 1968!
Discover the Wood Sales Advantage!

HRS: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. Closed
N5931 State Highway 54, Black River Falls, WI
www.WoodSalesService.com

715-284-9438 » 800-657-4653
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Fall in love with your backyard this fall — here’s how

(StatePoint) Just because
fall is here doesn’t mean your
backyard fun has to end. Fall
isthe perfect season to breathe
in crisp air, sip something
warm under the stars, watch
an outdoor movie, and make
the most of your outdoor
setup. With theright tools and
afew seasonalupgrades, your
backyard can stay the place

to be long after Labor Day.
Here’s how.

Blow away the mess:

“Leaf” it to the pros

Those golden leaves look
lovely on trees, not so much
on your lawn. A good leaf
blower (especially a cordless
or battery-powered model).
Bring the heat: stay toasty

on the patio

ol TV

Contributed photo

With the right tools and a few seasonal upgrades, your
backyard can stay the place to be long after Labor Day.
By performing a few maintenance tasks and protecting
your gear, you can stretch backyard season into sweater
weather.

With propane or electric
patio heaters, you can keep
the chill atbay and enjoy those
al fresco dinners well into the
season. Try the Dr. Infrared
Heater Outdoor Patio Heater
for electric convenience or
the Hampton Bay 48,000
BTU Patio Heater for classic
propane warmth.

Cover up: furniture that
survives the season

Fall weather can be un-
predictable, but with water-
resistant covers for patio
chairs, tables and lounge
sets, your stylish setup won’t
suffer. Brands like Vailge and
Duck Covers make highly
rated all-weather options in
multiple sizes and styles.

Pool days aren’t over yet
If you’re one of the lucky
ones with a pool, you might
be able to stretch swimming
season into September, espe-
cially with a pool heater. A
reliable robotic skimmer like
the Bublue BuVortex V5 will
spin around your pool, clear-
ing it of fallen leaves, bugs
and branches.
Backyard movie magic:
outdoor projectors
Coolernights are made for
blankets, popcorn and movie
marathons under the stars.
Outdoor projectors turn back-
yards into a private cinema.
Fall clean-ups are easier
with the right tools
Pressure washers, trim-
mers and gutter vacs are great
tools to prep your home for
colder months.
Don’t let mishaps and
malfunctions ruin your
fall fun

all year—but colder weather
puts added stress on ev-
erything from leaf blowers
to lounge chairs. When
something breaks, it can be
expensive to replace. The
good news? Many of these
items can be protected. The
surprise? Most Americans
don’t know it.

An Allstate Protection
Plan survey found:

* Only 9% know patio
tables can be covered

* Just 7% know about patio
chairs and umbrellas

* Only 6% realize lounge
chairs qualify

And awareness is also
low for leaf blowers (34%),
robotic pool cleaners (28%)
and patio heaters (22%)

Don’t wait for a break-
down. Aprotection plan helps

keep backyard essentials
working longer and saves you
from surprise repair costs.
Visit www.allstateprotec-
tionplans.com for more fall
outdoor living tips.

By performing a few
maintenance tasks and pro-
tecting your gear, you can
stretch backyard season into
sweater weather.

*All Your Heating & Cooling Needs
*Preventative Maintenance
*Indoor Air Quality
*LP Gas Services
Line of Major Appliances & Service

*24 Hr. Emergency Services
“WE PUT THE ‘CUSTOM’ IN CUSTOMER!”

Full
Showroom

of Appliances
at Everyday
Low Prices!

CUSTOM HEATING & COOLING, inc.

216 E. Division St., Neillsville 715-743-6109

25 N. 2nd St., Black River Falls 715-284-5931

Outdoor gear works hard

Citezens State Bank of Loyal

7
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ARCADIA
CREDIT UNION

Make Yourself at Home
WITH A GREAT MORTGAGE

As your local community bank, we offer
competitive rates, personalized service
and long term stability.

S
NMLS Institution ID: 464044

Arcadia Credit Union offers
Home Equity, Construction and
Term Loan Options to help you

create the home of your dreams.

Call us or visit our website to learn more and apply!

—

Contact one of our experienced mortgage
lenders or apply online anytime!

Lisa Wolfe
NMLS 619303

Jennifer Rotering
NMLS 1529009

Proudly serving Buffalo, Chippewa,

Rick Szymanski ~ Donny Snyder  Dakota Watton Leah Wilson Candice Lemley H
NMLS #617503  NMLS #1716959  NMLS #2514287 NMLS #1463121 NMLS #2683493 \¢ Eau cIalrel JaCksonl La crOssel Trempealeau
400 N Main St~ 103 W McMillan St~ 2 Boon Blvd 2 Boon Blvd 302 S Pacific St — . . .

Loyal Suite 1, Marshfield Neillsville Neillsville Spencer and Wlnona countles since 1963!

715-255-8526 715-486-8151 715-743-7494 715-743-7494 715-659-5159

LIKE US ON &5

ara
608-323-2126 or 1-800-325-2126 f facebook.
535S. Dettloff Dr., P.O. Box 187, Arcadia, Wl 54612 - arcadiacu.com

Community Owned, Community Minded

www.csbloyal.com  800-599-8399

NMLS ID # 402918
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Renovations around the
house require an investment
oftime and often considerable
amounts of money. Findings
from the 2024 U.S. Houzz
& Home Study show that
home renovations are be-
coming more expensive. The
median renovation spending
for homeowners has gone up
60 percent since 2020. Angi,
a home services website,
reports the average renova-
tion cost for homes between
1,250 and 1,600 square feet
is $51,772, but the final cost
ofhome renovations depends
on the scope of the project.

Homeowners who are
conserving funds can rest
assured that it is possible to
make meaningful changes
both inside and outside a
home without breaking the
bank. Here are some ways to
renovate a home on a budget.

*Createabudgetand don’t
waver. Figure out exactly
what you can afford for a
renovation and then make
that your maximum dollars
spent. Research comparable

projects in your area and be
honestabout whether you can
afford the renovation as-is or
if you must adapt ideas to fit
your price. Make sure to build
in a cushion of around 15 to
20 percent for any unforeseen
expenses that may arise once
a renovation is underway.

* Maximize an existing
floor plan. This Old House
suggests looking for ways to
maximize your current layout
before you invest in major
renovations like an expan-
sion. Bring in a designer with
aneye for utilizing space. For
example, see how you might
be able to replace shelves
with pull-out drawers in the
kitchen. Moving furniture
around or rethinking floor
plans also can help to lower
costs.

*Balance DIY with hiring
contractors. You can save
money by tackling some
projects yourself, but only
if you are confident in your
renovation skills. Rather than
risk making costly mistakes
and having toredo things, hire

Home Improvement Guide

Tips to renovate on a budget

well-vetted professionals but
ask if there’s any DIY work
you can do to cut costs.

e Check clearance and
resale stores. Shop discount
stores for building materials
to save money. For example,
if a builder ordered too many
cabinets, they may offer them
to Habitat for Humanity Re-
Stores, which are nonprofit
home improvement stores and
donation centers. Checking
the clearance and markdown
sections of other stores may
yield considerable savings
on items needed for a renova-
tion. Warehouse retailers like
Costcoor Sam’s Clubalso can
be great places to find certain
home improvement materials
and furnishings.

» Take advantage of free
services. Certain stores may
offer things like free consulta-
tions with designers who can
show you what a renovation
can look like. This is advan-
tageous to the stores because
once you see the potential
you’re more likely to buy
the products, even if it’s not

nsamn

ETE

LANDSCAPING & DIRT WORK

Ted Evanson - 608-780-3510

Driveways, Patios, Floors, Decorative & Walls

|"I'

EXCAVATING &
TRENCHING

Chad: 608-863-0002
ARCADIA, WI

mandatory.

e Resurface instead of
redo. Certain items can be
made to look new with mini-
mal effort. Paintis arelatively
inexpensive tool that can
transform walls and more. A

good hardwood flooring com-
pany can buff out a floor and
put a new coating instead of
anentirely new floor. Kitchen
cabinets can be resurfaced
instead of replaced as well.
Finding ways to perform
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home renovations on abudget
may require some creative
thinking, but it’s possible to
get results at the right price
point.

tip, create a budget.

It is possible to renovate both inside and outside a home without breaking the bank. First

Contributed photo

- g FLOORING
' “DESIGN
 Grand Ave
Isville, WI 54456
402 Grand Ave.,
Neillsville, WI
715-743-2930

*Vinyl Plank
sLaminate
*Ceramic & Porcelain Tile
*Carpet
*Mattresses
*Countertops
*Hardwood Cabinets

GrandFlooringDesign@outlook.com

Find us on

Facebook

!’CLEANING &

TR ﬁ‘RESTQRATION

* Fire * Smoke
* Emergency Water Removal
¢ Air Ducts ¢ Carpet
* Tile ¢ Upholstery
* Janitorial

715-743-4448

www.JKclean.com

ount lad' .
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e 5” or 6” Aluminum or

Steel Gutters
e Screens
e Helmets
e [celax

Landscape

DESIGN
« Trees, Shrubs, Perennials
« Lawn Care Applications

- Paver Walkways

- Landscape Supplies
(Topsoil, Rock, Mulch)

Large Variety
of Colors to
Choose From!

N9663 Thunderbird Ln.,
Hatfield, WI 54754

B e | ‘l
FREE ESTIMATES * FULLY INSURED

« Design/Construction
- Retaining Walls/Patios

- Lawns & Planting Beds
« Qutdoor Rooms
« Land Clearing

—y

Jason Oslie | N5186 State Hwy. 54, Black River Falls, WI
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How apartment renters can cut energy costs and save big

(StatePoint) With eco-
nomic uncertainty and soar-
ing housing prices putting
homeownership out of reach
for many Americans, apart-
ment living is on the rise. But
if you’re a first-time renter,
one often-overlooked aspect
of apartment life may come
as a surprise: the energy bill.

While you may expect
to pay for electricity or gas
usage inside your unit, you
might not realize you could
also be footing the bill for
energy used elsewhere in the
building.

“Inapartment complexes,
your energy costs may also
include a share of the cost
of heating and cooling com-
mon spaces, such as lobbies,

hallways, fitness centers and
recreational rooms,” said
Timothy J. Harper, president
and CEO of Nationwide
Energy Partners, a Columbus-
based company that special-
izes in energy management
for multi-family communi-
ties. “You might not always
be aware of it because it’s
sometimes baked into your
rent or utility bill and not
called out separately.”
Harper advises that
whether you’re apartment
hunting or already settled
in, it’s wise to ask a few
key questions: Are utilities
individually metered? Do
you pay the energy provider
directly or is it bundled into
yourrent? Does your building

use a third-party service that
also offers tools to monitor
and reduce your usage?
“These details can help
you understand what’s driv-
ing your energy costs,” Harp-
er said. “Because after rent,
utilities are typically your
next biggest expense.”
While as a renter you
may not have the authority
to install new appliances or
upgrade insulation, there are
several simple strategies that
can make a noticeable differ-
ence in monthly bills:
Adjust the thermostat: If
your unit allows it, slightly
adjusting your thermostat
— lower in winter, higher in
summer — can significantly
cut energy use. Portable

fans or space heaters can
sometimes be more efficient
than relying solely on central
systems, as long as they’re
used safely.

Seal the leaks: Older units
can suffer from drafty win-
dows and doors. Removable
weather stripping and draft
stoppers — available at most
hardware stores—can provide
inexpensive insulation and
reduce heating or cooling
loss.

Use curtains wisely:
Blackout or thermal curtains
can help regulate indoor tem-
perature. Keep them closed
on hot days to block out sun
and open them during winter
daylight hours to naturally
warm your space.

How to understand your home
energy use - and cut costs

(BPT) - Heating and
cooling systems account for
around 55% of the average
home’s energyuse, according
to the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE). And during
the warmer summer months,
HVAC systems are working
attheir hardest to keep homes
cool - which means that as
temperaturesrise, energy bills
often do, too.

Consider the following
tips to boost a home’s energy
performance and save on
utility bills to help keep costs
down and improve HVAC
efficiency.

Practice routine
maintenance

Clean or replace filters
on air conditioners or fur-
naces regularly, ideally once
a month or as recommended.
This routine practice will en-
sure systems run efficiently.

It’s also important to
schedule seasonal inspections
with a professional techni-
cian to identify and address
potential issues before they
become larger, more costly
problems. An expert will
also help evaluate the health
of key components such as
filters, refrigerant levels,

STORAGE
UNITS

Jall

Small-Large Sizes:
5x10, 10x10,
10x15, 10x20

W14017 Co.Rd. C
Ettrick

608-863-4313

and thermostat calibration to
keep units working at peak
performance.

Maintain clear airflow
throughout the home
Proper insulation and

air sealing techniques can
achieve whole-house energy
savings of 10%-20%, proving
acost-effective way toreduce
energy waste.

Ensure air return points
are not blocked by furniture,
carpeting or drapes so that air
can flow freely. Confirm that
doors and windows are closed
when the HVAC system is
in operation, and check that
loose seals or gaps around
windows, doors and ducts
are not causing conditioned
air to escape from the home.
Additionally, during warmer
months, keep window cover-
ings closed during the day to
block the sun’s heat.

All these practices can
prevent energy waste, lower
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N3599 Fairground Ave., Neillsville

715-743-3149

www.savritebuilding.com

HARDWARE STORE
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®
The helpful place.

See us for all your building needs!
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utility costs, and improve
overall performance.

Evaluate equipment

options

Another option home-
owners may consider is up-
grading their home’s HVAC
equipment. According to the
DOE, upgrading a home’s
cooling and heating system
can cut energy use by 20%
or more, depending on the
existing setup.

Most cooling and heating
equipment today is built for
energy efficiency. A trusted,
local contractor can help a
homeowner evaluate the best
equipment options. No matter
ahome’s heating and cooling
needs, these are a few tools
and solutions homeowners
can explore to better under-
stand how to make a space
more energy efficient.

us for a Free Quote

Cut “Vampire” power:
Even turned-off electronics
can drain power. Smart plugs
allow you to cut electricity to
devices like TVs, chargers
and game consoles when
they’re not in use.

Switch to LED lighting:
Energy-efficient LED bulbs
useup to 80% less energy and
lastlonger than traditional in-
candescent bulbs. They’re an
easy upgrade with long-term
savings.

Adopt smart appliance
habits: Run laundry ma-
chines during off-peak hours,
typically late at night or early
morning, if your building
uses time-of-use pricing.
Also, avoid overcrowding
your refrigerator, which can
reduce airflow and force it to

use more energy.

Ask about energy audits:
Some apartment commu-
nities offer energy audits
that identify inefficiencies
throughout the building that
can be addressed to reduce
waste or third-party reports
thatprovide historical data on
average energy usage and cost
by unit so people shopping
for, or living in, those units
know what’s typical.

For more energy saving
tips, visitnationwideenergyp-
artners.com.

By staying informed and
adopting energy-smarthabits,
you can stay comfortable in
your rental unit without let-
ting energy bills spiral out
of control — an important
step toward financial peace
of mind in an increasingly
pricey rental market.
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(StatePoint) Some DIY
projects are easier than oth-
ers. Painting tricky areas like
windows, curves, corners,
murals and more might in-
timidate some painters, but
don’t let difficulty deter you
from transforming your home
into a space you love. DIYers
ofall skill levels can complete
tough paint projects with a
few useful tips and the right
tools.

Challenge 1: Windows

When facing any dif-
ficult painting project, like
windows, preparation is
critical. First, clean the wood
trim with warm, soapy water
and a cloth or sponge. For
wooden windows that will
require paint application

near the glass, don’t forget to
wipe the windowpanes with
a glass cleaner. Buildup on
these surfaces can prevent
painter’s tape from bonding
to the surface, leaving room
around the edges for paint
to seep through and creating
unnecessary cleanup post-
painting.

Once the surface is
prepped, line each win-
dowpane and the trim with
painter’s tape, overlapping
the edges in each corner for
the tightest seal.

Challenge 2: Curves

and edges

A good multi-surface
painter’stape can help DIYers
achieve professional results
for most paint projects, but

Home Improvement Guide

Helpful tips to tackle challenging paint projects

when it comes to unusual con-
tours, it’s worth investing in
a conformable painter’s tape,
like FrogTape Advanced.
Made with thin but strong
washi paper backing, the
green tape lies flat while con-
forming to curved areas, like
around light fixtures, mantels,
molding and fireplaces. It’s
also treated with exclusive
PaintBlock Technology to seal
tape edges for clean, sharp
paint lines.

Challenge 3: Corners

and trim

When painting a wall or
ceiling, it’s not always easy
to prevent paint bleed in the
corners where adjacent walls
or trim meet. Properly apply-
ing painter’s tape can simplify
the task.

When painting the ceiling,
apply tape to the wall around
the perimeter of the room,
keeping the tape flush with
the line where the two areas
meet, and overlap the tape in
the corners. A similar process
canbe followed when painting
wood trim. When the project
is complete, remove the tape
slowly at a 45-degree angle
while the paint is still wet for
best results.

Challenge 4: Murals

Recent consumer research
conducted by FrogTape dis-
covered that one of the most
popular painting trends for
DIYers s nature-inspired faux
wallpaper. While more than
half of people prefer paint-
ing a mural over applying
wallpaper, 36% still say “not
feeling confident in painting
skills” is holding them back
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from trying this project.
Experienced painters
may be confident enough to
freechand a design, but those
who are newer to the task
can rely on painter’s tape or
stencils to bring their vision

to life. Stencils can be used as
a guide to create floral or leaf
patterns, or DI'Yers can sketch
the shapes and tape them off
with painter’s tape to keep
outlines crisply defined.
Painting is one of the most
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rewarding DIY projects, but
don’t make it harder than
it has to be. These tips can
help simplify your next paint
project, no matter how com-
plicated it might seem.

Projects to consider before
moving into a home

The day homeowners
move into a new home is a
unique experience. First-time
home buyers may see such
a day as the culmination of
years of hard work, while
those who are not new to the
experience may find their new
home is where they’ll spend
the rest of their lives.

Move-in day is indeed a
notable milestone, butthere’s
much homeowners can do
between closing on a home
and backing the moving truck
into the driveway. In fact, it
may be best for homeowners
to complete several home
interior projects while the
residence is still empty.

Painting

Painting home interiors
is among the more logical
projects to consider before
moving into a home. Simply
put, an empty home is far
easier to paint than one filled
with furniture and otheritems.
Professional painters may
even discount a project if
they know they won’t have
to cover and/or move any
furniture before and after ap-
plying paint. Painting before
anyone has moved in also
savesresidents the discomfort
ofliving in a home overcome
by the lingering aroma of
drying paint. Simply open the
windows and let the home air
out throughout each painting

session.
Flooring

Flooring projects are an-
otherundertaking to consider
before moving in. Whether
you’re tearing up old carpet
andreplacing it with new car-
pet, refinishing wood floors or
installing a wholly new floor,
each task is considerably
easier if there is nothing on
the floor. Flooring projects
are best left to the profession-
als, and labor costs may drop
considerably if contractors
don’t have to pause to move
furnishings or work around
other items.

Deep cleaning

A professional cleaning
service should be among
the first calls homeowners
make after closing on a new
home. A deep cleaning when
the home is empty and all
lingering dust and debris is
visible to the naked eye can
ensure no spots are missed
before move-in day. Request
that the cleaning service clean
the interior of kitchen drawers
and cabinets, which have a
tendency to accumulate grime
over the years.

Electrical work

Modern homes are
plugged in, so addressing
electrical issues prior to
move-in day can ensure there
areno interruptions to internet
connectivity when everyone

beginsto settle into the home.
This is also a great time to
install additional electrical
outlets, and homeowners
are urged to take the time to
draw up plans for how each
room will look once all of
their furniture is in the house.
Doing so can identify where
additional outlets should be
installed. Homeowners also
can visit their new home at
night and turn on the lights to
seeifexisting fixtures provide
ample illumination. If not,
installing new fixtures prior
to moving in makes cleanup
easier and ensures there are
no dark nights once everyone
is in the home.
Ceilings

Replacing ceilings prior
to moving in is another savvy
move. If the ceilings are
dated or unsightly, removing,
repainting or replacing them
before anything is beneath
them is a great way to protect
valuables from damage. And
contractors may not need as
much time to complete such
a project in empty rooms as
they would in spaces where
they need to negotiate their
way around furniture and
other valuables.

Various renovation proj-
ects can be conducted prior
to moving into a new home.
Such an approach can save
both money and effort.
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Homes are often charac-
terized as sanctuaries for their
inhabitants. When a home is
warm and welcoming, it can
be the perfect place to relax
and get away from the hustle
and bustle of everyday life.

Though no one wants to
imagine danger lurking in
their homes, certain areas
of a home, including the

bathroom, can pose health
risks if they are not properly
maintained. In addition, is-
sues that can affect residents’
health may not always be so
visible, which underscores
how important it can be to
learn about the various ways
to keep a bathroom clean so
itdoes not make anyone sick.

» Routinely inspect tiles

Home Improvement Guide

How to keep a bathroom from making you sick

and caulk. Mold is one of
the biggest potential health
risks that can develop in a
bathroom. Damage to tiles
and caulk can foster mold
growth. When caulk cracks
or separates from tile or
any other surface where it’s
applied, moisture can get
in and lead to conditions
that promote the growth of

Get ready for a
furnace checkup

Turning onthe heat may be
the furthest thing from home-
owners’ minds come the end
of summer or early fall. After
all, there are plenty more days
of comfortable temperatures
to expect over the weeks to
come. However, failing to
inspect a furnace prior to
when it is needed could lay a
foundation for cold evenings.

Happy

Many HVAC (heating,
ventilation and air condi-
tioning) experts recommend
that homeowners get their
furnaces tuned up before the
first cold spell arrives. When
the heat is needed for the first
time, it will be guaranteed to
work ifit’sbeen examined and
any underlying issues have
been addressed.

HVAC technicians are
busy at the start of summer
and winter. If a furnace is not
working correctly, it could
take some time before a pro-
fessional can make a service
call. Having the furnace and
related equipment checked
prior to when it’s time to turn
on the furnace means home-
owners will not be left in the
lurch or potentially spending
premium prices for repairs.

It is important to get a
furnace checkup for a variety
ofreasons. Doing so canmake
the HVAC system run more
efficiently, which could result
in savings over the winter.
Regular maintenance also can
help the furnace last longer,
delaying the need for a costly
replacement. No one wants the
furnace to break down in the
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Chad: 608-863-0002
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middle of a frigid night. An-
nual checkups can helpreduce
the risk of that happening. In
addition, many furnace manu-
facturers offer warranties on
their systems that require
annual maintenance from a
professional. Failure to have
the system inspected could
void the warranty.

Even if homeowners are
floating in the pool and crank-
ing up the air conditioning,
they should give consider-
ation to having their furnaces
inspected and serviced soon to
prepare for the colder months
ahead.

FULLY LICENSED
AND INSURED

Kltchen§ B/athrooms-FIoormg

608-863-2488 -

stevehorton89@gmail.com

mold. The same process can
unfold with cracked tiles, so
it’s imperative that damaged
caulk is removed and areas
are recaulked. Cracked or
damaged tiles also should be
replaced to reduce the risk of
mold infestation, which can
trigger allergic reactions and
exacerbateissues like asthma.

* Replace a malfunction-
ing bathroom fan. Bathroom
fans that are not working at
peak capacity can lead to
moisture issues and adversely
affect indoor air quality. A
bathroom fan that vents into
the attic can lead to mold
growth in that area of the
home. In addition, malfunc-
tioning bathroom fans can
contribute to moisture issues
that result in mold growth.
Bathroom fans that direct
air outside of the house as
opposed to an area like an
attic can lead to healthier air
and help to reduce the risk
of moisture problems in the
bathroom.

* Clean sink fixtures.
The world was reminded of
the benefits of handwashing
during the recent COVID-19
pandemic, when public health
officials noted how easily vi-
ruses can spread after people

Windows = Patio Doors

and HESCH EXCAVATING
W146 Theurer Ln., Arcadia - 547 Meadow View Ln., Arcadia
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Dan Hesch: 608-797-2454 « Dave Hesch: 608-797-1257
Office: 608-323-3384

touchdoorknobs, handles and
other surfaces contaminated
with germs. This is true of
bathroom fixtures as well.
Routinely clean faucets,
handles on sinks and toilets,
doorknobs and light switches
in the bathroom to reduce the
risk of contact with germs.
*Replace shower curtains
regularly. The Cleveland
Clinic notes that various types
of bacteria and mold can
form on shower curtains and
liners. That can cause illness
in some people, particularly
if they already have compro-
mised immune systems due

SEPTEMBER 22, 2025

to a preexisting condition or
the common cold. If shower
curtains and liners are show-
ing their age, replace them
immediately. Even if there
areno visible signs of bacteria
or mold growth on a shower
curtain or liner, individuals
can still replace them every
six months or at least once
per year.

Various health issues may
be lurking in bathrooms.
Taking steps to prevent such
issues can help people ensure
their bathrooms aren’t mak-
ing them sick.

Eleva, WI
The Professional Choice
for Your Asphalt Needs!

OIUM BLACKTOP
Hot Mix Pavmg |

ARKA

DEMOLITION
+ Building Demos

+ Black Dirt - Gravel
+ Sand * Shale * Topsoail

+ Concrete & Debris Removal
DUMP TRUCK HAULING

— FREE ESTIMATES -
CONTACT BRADY

715-828-1689

BARKA

TRUCKING &

EXCAVATING
OSSEO,WI

EXCAVATION

* Dirt Work

* Lot & Land Clearing
* Grading

* Trenching

Culverts

* Driveways

« Site Preparation

- More Open

- Additional
Ceiling Height

- Fewer

Obstructions

Featuring
Lam-Ply Trusses

- Easy Construction
- Lower cost per sq. ft.

See us for all your

Lumber & Building Materialss
- All Dimension Lumber
-Plywood - Steel

LAM-PLY TRUSS

www.starwoodrafters.com

Check oyy
trusses for

=You'llp

prices on
e Surprisequ

~N

715-985-3117
888-525-5878
Independence

Buying or Selling a Home? Don’t Go It Alone!

Total Title Services, LLC will help buyers &
sellers through the process of the sale of a
home. We also offer title insurance to protect
your investment. Title insurance eliminates
any risks and losses caused by faults in title
from an event that occurred prior to the
home being sold. Don't go it alone.

Protect Your Precious
Home Investment!
Call the professionals at

Total Title Services LLC today,
or visit totaltitleservices.com

Safeqguard and

&;I' OTALTITLE

Services —

P:715-597-0011 « F: 715-597-6091
13706 Seventh Street, P.O. Box 660, Osseo, W| 54758




SEPTEMBER 22, 2025

(BPT) - Tankless electric
water heaters are transform-
ing the way households
experience hot water by
offering energy-efficient,
space-saving solutions that
deliver heated water on de-
mand. These compact units
canbeup to 98% smaller than
traditional storage water heat-
ers. They may be installed in
tight spaces or even mounted
to a wall, freeing up valuable
space while reducing energy
consumption.

Selecting the right model
requires preparation and re-
search. Homeowners should
consider key elements of
their home’s design, includ-
ing the number of occupants,
bathrooms and hot water ap-
pliances - paired with overall
water usage - to ensure the
correcttankless electric water
heater is installed.

Tip 1: Estimate household
hot water demand

Acritical firststep is prop-
erly estimating the house-
hold’s hot water demand.
A tankless electric water
heater’s flow rate, measured
in gallons per minute (GPM),
determines its size. Calcu-
lating how many hot water
GPMs the household typi-
cally uses is essential and is
done by adding up the flow
rates of fixtures, such as fau-

cets and showers, that run at
the same time.

After determining the
GPM required to meet all
the household’s simultaneous
needs, the homeowner can
choose the right size tank-
less electric water heater. For
example, if someone uses the
shower while two faucets are
running, the home willneed a
tankless electric water heater
withatleasta5 GPM capacity.

Another important con-
sideration is the number of
bathrooms and typical usage
patterns of occupants. Larger
families or homes with mul-
tiple bathrooms may require a
higher-capacity unit, whereas
smaller households can often
rely on a more compact solu-
tion. For example, the Rheem
RTEX and EcoSmart models
under the Rheem® family of
brands cater to a wide range
of needs, from point-of-use
(POU) units for single fix-
tures, to whole-home options
designed to handle multiple
fixtures concurrently.

Tip 2: Factor in regional
climate

Groundwater tempera-
tures vary across the country.
In northern regions of the
U.S., which tend to be colder,
the ground water is also cold-
er. This means that a higher
temperature rise (difference
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How to select the right tankless electric
water heater for any home

between the ground water
temperature and the desired
output water temperature) is
required compared to warmer
southern areas.

For example, in southern
areas where the groundwa-
ter temperature is 62° F, to
reach a desired output water
temperature of 105° F, the
temperature rise would be
43° F. Whereas, in northern
regions, if the groundwater
temperature is 40° F to reach
105°F, the temperaturerise is
much higherat 65°F. The unit
has to work harder to achieve
this temperature.

For this reason, certain
models will work well in
southern climates, but a simi-
lar household in a northern
region may need a larger
tankless electric water heater
to achieve the degree rise
needed to meethousehold hot
water requirements.

Tip 3: Account for water
temperature and flow rat

Water temperature and
flow rate are equally crucial
when determining the appro-
priate tankless electric water
heater size. Higher flow rates
demand more powerful mod-
els to maintain consistent hot
water output. Some residenc-
es may be accommodated by
one whole-home unit, while
others may require multiple
point-of-use systems.

Tip 4: Evaluate electrical
capacity

The home’s electrical
capacity is another essential
consideration when select-
ing a tankless electric water
heater. For most homes, the

averageavailableamp service
is either 100-, 200- or 300-
amps. While a 200-amp ser-
vice panel typically suffices
for average households, new
construction, larger homes
and high-demand systems
may require ahigher 300-amp
service panel. Additionally,
older homes with lower amp
service may require an elec-
tric panel upgrade to meet the
needs of a tankless electric
water heater.

Higher-capacity tankless
electric water heaters require
more power, so be sure to
assess the capability of the
home’s electric service panel
to accommodate additional
circuit breakers before in-
stallation. Consult a licensed
electrician or contractor to
evaluate the home, circuit
breaker size and wiring gauge
to ensure the service panel
can handle the load, prevent
overloads and ensure a safe,
efficient operation.

There are many benefits
to tankless electric water
heaters, including the ease of
installation. Tankless electric
models simplify installation
by eliminating the need for
venting, but sizing is key. If
the unit is undersized, it may
not fully meet demand dur-
ing simultaneous water use.
An oversized unit can lead
to unnecessary energy con-
sumption and higher utility
costs.

Work with a professional
to guarantee a safe and effi-
cient installation for endless
hotwater and energy-efficient
operation.
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Tankless water heaters are compact units that can be
up to 98% smaller than traditional storage water heaters.
They may be installed in tight spaces or even mounted to
a wall, freeing up valuable space while reducing energy
consumption.
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What to expect of a room addition project

There are many reasons
homeowners consider adding
aroomto their currenthomes.
Some outgrow an existing
space, while others take up
new hobbies or have different
needs that were not apparent
when purchasing the home.
Indeed, a room addition can
remedy a host of issues af-
fecting a home.

Those considering adding
a room may wonder what is
involved in this type of proj-
ect. According to The Spruce,
no home improvement proj-
ect is more complicated or
expensive than building an
addition. The National As-
sociation of Realtors says
building an addition can
cost between $90,000 and
$270,000, depending on the
size and intended purpose
of the room. An addition
structurally changes a home,
which requires the work of
professionals whether home-
owners plan to build upwards
or outwards.

With so much to ponder

when considering a home
addition, here’salook at what
homeowners can expectofthe
process.

e Design and planning:
Homeowners must determine
the purpose behind the addi-
tion and how it will integrate
with the existing home. A
bedroomdesign likely will be
different from a garage addi-
tion or family game room.

* Hire an engineer and
contractor: An addition
changes the footprint of a
home. Homeowners will
require professional contrac-
tors and structural engineers/
architects to properly design
the addition and ensure that
it will not compromise the
existing structure. Detailed
architectural plans will be
drawn up considering the
layout, size and integration
with the existing structure.
The home may require a new
property survey as well.

* Comply with building
codes: The project will have
to meet with local zoning

regulations, building codes
and homeowners association
rules.

* Timing involved: Add-
ingaroomisamajoroverhaul
of a space. It may require
months of a home being in
upheaval. If the renovations
are particularly extensive,
homeowners may need to
temporarily move out of the
space. Electrical, plumbing
and HVAC must be consid-
ered, and drywall and finish-
ing the interior are some of the
last steps to make the room
habitable.

* Demolition: Adding a
room may involve taking
down walls or modifying
existing spaces, necessitating
hiring a dumpster to remove
debris. This is an added con-
sideration and expense.

Putting an addition on a
home is a complex process
that will take time and money.
Such a project requires care-
ful planning and consultation
with an array of experts.
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Putting an addition on a home is a complex process that will take time and money. Such
a project requires careful planning and consultation with an array of experts.
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Ask for a FREE WATER TEST today!

Kelly

OlUM

Well Dritling

& Pump Service

* Well Reconditioning

+ Well Abandonment

* Pressure Systems

* Backhoe Service for
the Small Jobs

Eleva
715-287-3525 * Underground Water
Lic #8217 Lines

Call For Free Estimates

0F YOUR FLOOR PLAN!

Planning a New Home
" or Remodeling Project?
We can help with our

COMPUTER ASSISTED
DESIGN SYSTEM.
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CENTERVILLE HOMES, INC J I
WHERE QUALITY COMES FIRST h‘l’lmes

W25345 Todd Road, Centerville, Wl 54661

LOOKING TO UPGRADE YOUR HOME?
Stop in to see four different models from Wisconsin Homes

SOLARTAX CREDIT
(ENDS 12/31/25)
« Grid or Off-Grid Solar
- Home Battery Back-Up
« We offer DIY Systems
« EV Chargers Installed

CENTRAL BUILDERg
—Supply———

& Dynamic Homes. Check out our discounts and lock-in

’ “ - We service existing solar systems
this year's pricing for next year's home.

Nextenergysolution.com

INDEPENDENCE: 715-985-3321 CALLOR STOP IN TODAY! 608-539-3040 {3
GALESVILLE: 608-582-3322 www.centervillehomesinc.com - Follow Us on Facebook 7 1 5'4 1 6'3 022
THORP: 715-669-5898

www.centralbuildersonline.com @
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CLIP & SAVE
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Not everyone starts their day at the same time, or in the same way.
But no matter when or how, your local Touchstone Energy cooperative is
there to help you power every moment of it.

To learn more, visit TouchstoneEnergy.com

YOUR SOURCE FOR POWER. AND INFORMATION.

CLIP & SAVE + CLIP « SAVE -

is our Busmess’

Manufacturer of quality interior trim & millwork

419 Maple Street * Strum, WI

715-695-3418 * www.blademillworksinc.com

« JAVS ? dIT10

RIVERLAND

ENERGY COOPERATIVE
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Who couldn’t use a little
more closetspaceathome?As
individuals accumulate more
belongings, they need places
to store all of these items.
While modern homes may
be built with extra storage in
mind, olderhomes often place
a premium on closet space.
Homes built earlier than the
1980s may have small closets
in bedrooms and only one or
two additional closets around
the home for linens and other
items.

The most obvious solution
to a lack of closet space is to
build more closets. But too
often home floor plans cannot
accommodate new closets.
Therefore, homeowners may
have to get creative to maxi-
mize their space.

Sort and discard

Individuals can take some
time to empty closets and
assess whatis in them. Some-

times more space can come
from simply thinning out
belongings that are no longer
used. Take off the plastic
coverings ondry cleaning and
discard bulky shoe boxes.
Invest in thinner hangers

Clothes hangers come in
all types, but the thinnest and
most durable ones tend to be
the no-slip velvet variety.
Such hangers keep garments
from slipping off and feature
anultra-thin design, says Real
Simple magazine.

Use storage containers

Grouping items together
and condensing them can
free up space. Tuck belts,
handbags and other items
into storage bins that can be
labeled and stacked. Loose
items can look more cluttered
and even take up more space
when spread out.

Pair shelves with rods

For those with enough

N34397 Co.Rd.S, Blair - 715-538-1420

Home Improvement Guide

Tips to maximize closet space

space, hanging a few shelves
in unused areas in the closet
can provide more storage
space. If there is sufficient
space above the rod, install a
shelf and place seldom-used
items up high.
Get a closet system

A customized closet sys-
tem will certainly provide
the best chances to maximize
closetspace. These companies
will measure the closet and
assess the contents to draw up
a design that will give home-
owners whatthey need. Closet
systems also can adjust and
grow with lifestyle changes.

Choose other storage

solutions

In addition to closets,
people can identify other
spaces to store items. This
can include bins under beds,
storage benches or ottomans,
the back sides of doors, or in
furniture with built-in draw-
ers. Individuals also can pur-
chase free-standing closets or
armoires that can fill in when
rooms do not have enough
closetspace orno closetatall.
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Maximizing closet space comes down to some creativity, decluttering and utilizing ad-
ditional furniture to meet needs.
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Three ways to tighten up your
household budget

(StatePoint) Sponsored
Content. Planning your house-
hold budget is much easier
when your monthly bills are
aslowas possible and predict-
able. Here are three common
expenses you can rein in with
a few smart strategies:

Insurance: Bundling your

J. SWENSON
CONSTRUCTION

FREE

estimates on

construction
projects of all
sizes!

Concrete Construction:

* New Construction

* Remodels

(Residential, Agricultural, Commercial)

* Decorative Concrete
* Poured Walls, ICF Walls, Block Laying
* Flatwork - Driveways, Sidewalks, Floors

Jeremy Swenson © N24410 Lund Coulee, Etirick * 608-386-5611

Member

& EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

The 5.99% APR (Annual Percentage Rate) promotional
interest rate is fixed for 18 months, then a variable rate
for the next 42 months. Monthly interest payments are
required, followed by 120 months of repayment after the
60-month interest-only period. Maximum 75% CLTV,
%um $10,000 credit, and a credit score of at least

e
i

680. Auto-pay from a Unity Bank account and property

insurance are required. Closing costs to be paid by
customer. Approval is subject to underwriting. Apply by
December 31, 2025 for this offer.

y
—
(

UNITY
BANK

‘ www.unitybanking.com

policies through one provider,
like homeowners and auto or
renters and auto, can help you
save. There are also steps you
can take to keep your premi-
ums in check, such as making
key home improvements and
avoiding filing small claims.
When it comes to auto insur-
ance, a safe driving record
and modern safety features in
your car can help keep rates
manageable.

Internet: Fast, reliable
home internet doesn’t have
to break your budget. Thanks

to new options from provid-
ers like T-Mobile, high-speed
service can now be both
affordable and consistent.
T-Mobile Fiber is expand-
ing access to gigabit-speed
broadband with new plans
available in select locations
across the United States.
Plans come with a five-year
price guarantee (exclusions
like taxes and fees apply),
unlimited data, symmetrical
upload and download speeds
and no monthly equipment
fees, installation charges or

ServiceMASTER

ARCINIAK
ESIGNS!

» New Home and Cabin Design
» Remodeling and Addition Design

» Architectural Drafting Services
Call or Email for a FREE Consultation! Contact Adam Marciniak at:

Restore

annual contracts. Each plan
also comes with T-Mobile
Tuesdays: weekly perks that
include exclusive deals on
gas, dining, entertainment
and more. Whether you’re a
remote worker, streamer or
smart home enthusiast, there’s
a plan that fits your needs,
withoutautomatic price hikes.
And now is an especially
good time to make the switch,
thanks to current promotions.

Groceries: Subscription-
based grocery services make
meal planning on a budget a
breeze, giving you the ability
to buy only the groceries you
need. Many services pre-fill
your cart with go-to items,
helping you avoid impulse
buys. Skip weeks, adjust
quantities or add new items
with a few clicks to make
sensible purchasing decisions
that are good for your health,
and your pocketbook.

With a few updates to
your routine, you can lower
your monthly expenses and
plan your budget well into the
future.

ServiceMASTER

Clean

When Unexpected Disaster Happens
You can depend on us

715-743-7007

ServiceMasterofCandJ.com
Serving Clark and Jackson County and Tomah area

lICRC
CERTIFIED

FURNITURE

CARFET




GEAR UP

Add 2 more years of coverage for only $100 with Tractor Central’s
extended powertrain warranty!®

Home Improvement Guide
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SEPTEMBER 22, 2025

L T -

FOR FALL

PILING UPZY

SAVE $1,000°

$57/mo?

NO PAYMENT/NO INTEREST
for 6 months followed by

RIDING LAWN
EQUIPMENT

3.9% up to 42 mo.

$331/mo*

OR No Interest if Paid in Full within 9 Months? on new Riding Lawn Equipment

9 Riding lawn mowers under $3,500!

In stock zero-turns In stock lawn tractors NEW S220 Lawn Tractor - $2,999 NEW Q850R QuikTrak - $12,999
sharfing ALl agd slartbast 200 22 hp Cyclonic V-Twin Engine - 27-hp (201-kW)
g - 42-in. Accel Deep™ Deck - 54-in. 7Iron™ PRO deck
4.9% APR fixed rate for 60 months? - Comfortable 15-in open-back seat - Mow up to 12 mph

- Side-by-side forward and reverse pedals
- 3-year/200 hour bumper-to-bumper
warranty’

- Made in Greeneville, TN

- 3 year/1500 hours, which ever comes first;
First 24 months, no hour limitation'
- Made in Fuquay Varina, NC

$1,000 OFF?

0%-60 MO.2
$271/mo

$1,000 OFF*

0%-60 MO.?
$290/mo

NEW X758 Lawn Tractor - $17419

Cash Price: $16,419 (Save $1,000!)

- 24-hp (179 kW) 3-cylinder diesel engine

- 60-in. mower deck

- Hydrostatic four-wheel drive, power two-
wheel steer, power lift system, Twin-Touch™
forward and reverse foot pedals, heavy-duty
all-purpose tires

- 4-year/700-hour bumper-to-bumper warranty'
- Made in Horicon, WI

NEW X738 Lawn Tractor - $16,269

Cash Price: $15,269 (Save $1,000!)

- 255-hp (19 kW) iTorque™ Power System

- 60-in. mower deck

- Hydrostatic four-wheel drive, power two-
wheel steer, power lift system, Twin-Touch™
forward and reverse foot pedals, heavy-duty
all-purpose tires

- Z-year/700-hour bumper-to-bumper warranty'
- Made in Horicon, WI

NEW SEPTEMBER EQUIPMENT CATALOG!

Tractor Central includes a 10-Year Limited Powertrain Warranty with New 1-4 Series Compact Tractors!’

$2,000 OFFs
PLUS 0%-60 MO.

$2,000 OFF®

PLUS 0%-60 MO.

or or
$4,000 OFF $4,000 OFF
W/ CASH W/ CASH
$289/mos $299/mos | ({3

NEW 590M XUV - $17,399

Cash Price: $15,399 (Save $4,000!)

- Our fastest Mid-Size XUV with power steering
- Easier shifting, with integrated park position
- Electronic switch for instant 4WD

NEW 590M S& XUV - $17,999

Cash Price: $15,999 (Save $4,000!)
- Multi-passenger capability for four people
- Our fastest Mid-Size XUV with power steering
- Easier shifting, with integrated park position

engagement - Electronic switch for instant 4WD engagement
- Enhanced dash display for operation at a - #230273
glance - Made in Horicon, WI

- #234032, #234034
- Made in Horicon, WI

Find your Savings Inside >

NEW 1025R Tractor w/ Loader - $20,799

Cash Price: $18,999 (SAVE $4,900!)

- 23.9 hp, 3-cylinder diesel engine

- Four-wheel drive and Power Steering
- 120R quick-park loader

- Optional- AutoConnect™ mid-mower deck
- 6-yr/2,000 hr_ Powertrain warranty’

| 0% for 72 mo® = $289/mo |

NEW 3038E Tractor w/ Loader - $33,499

NEW 3032E Tractor w/ Loader - $29,599

Cash Price: $26,599 (SAVE $5,000!)
- Standard four-wheel drive (4WD) for
maximum traction
- Hydro transmission with Twin Touch™
pedals for ease of use
- Category 1 3-pt hitch compatible with
dozens of implements

| 0% for 72 mo® = $411/mo |

NEW 5067E Tractor Cab - $52,499

Cash Price: $29,499 (SAVE $6,000!)

- Standard four-wheel drive (4WD) for
maximum traction

- Hydro transmission with Twin Touch™
pedals for ease of use

- Category 13-pt hitch compatible with
dozens of implements

- Sale Price includes loader

| 0% for 72 mo® = $549/mo |

TractorCentral.com

ARCADIA 608-323-3363 CAMERON 715-234-4240 CHIPPEWA FALLS 715-723-8400 DURAN
GRANTON 715-238-7186  MENOMONIE 715-235-4203 MONDOVI 715-826-3891 SHELDON 715-452-5185
WEST SALEM 608-786-1360 WESTBY 608-634-314]

Cash Price: $50,999 (SAVE $8,000!)

- MFWD

- 5-year Powertrain warranty™
- Standard Cab station

- No Regen required

- Dual Mid Valve

| 0% for 72 mo® = $729/mo |

TRACTOR
&&= CENTRAL"

D 715-672-8915

JOHN DEERE

"Warranty based on years or hours used, whichever comes first. ?Financing subject to approved installment credit by J, f.s.b. offers valid on qualifying equipment 4.9% for 60 months purchased through November 02, 2025.
3Financing subject to approved installment credit by J, f.5.b. offers valid on qualifying equipment with cash off discount purchased through September 30%, 2025. “Financing subject to approved installment credit by J, f.s.b.
offers valid on qualifying equipment no payments, no interest for 6 months followed by 39% for up to 42 months with cash off discount purchased through September 30, 2025. *Financing subject to approved installment
credit by J, f5.b. offers valid on qualifying equipment 0% for 60 months with cash off discount and cash off purchased through September 30%, 2025. *Financing subject to approved instaliment credit by J , 5 b. offers valid on
qualifying equipment 0% for 72 months purchased through November 02, 2025. "For residential use only. ®Available on purchase of new residential riding lawn equipment.
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