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Kitchen cabinets: reface or replace?

The kitchen is a busy
room in many homes. That
popularity likely has some-
thing to do with why so
many homeowners spend
sizable sums renovating
their  kitchens.  Accord-
ing to highlights from the
2022 U.S. Houzz Kitchen
Trends Study, the median
spent on major kitchen re-
models grew by 14 percent
from the previous year, and
minor remodels increased
by 25 percent. Spurred on

by increased time spent at
home during the pandemic,
the main impetus for kitchen
remodels according to the
study was that homeown-
ers wanted to make these
improvements all along
and finally had the time and
means to do so.

There are many aspects
of a kitchen that home-
owners can change. Houzz
found 94 percent of renova-
tors either fully or partially
replaced cabinets in their

improvement plans. Cabi-
nets are a major component
of kitchen layouts. Cabinets
help to establish the aes-
thetic of a kitchen and serve
a useful function, providing
necessary storage space to
ensure the room does not
appear cluttered.

Homeowners have dif-
ferent options when it comes
to cabinet renovations, and
they may need to decide
if they need to replace or
reface their cabinets.

A

4
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Cabinet replacement involves removing all of the existing cabinets before new cabinets
are leveled and installed. According to the home improvement resource, The Spruce,
homeowners can expect to pay between $13,000 and $30,000 for contractor-grade cabi-
nets. Cabinet replacement is a good idea when homeowners want to add more cabinet
space or create a new layout in the room.

Did you know fall is
not a time to rest

Gardening enthusiasts recognize that fall is not a time to rest on their laurels. In fact,
fall is a great season to spend time in the yard. The Center for Agriculture, Food and the
Environment at the University of Massachusetts Amherst indicates fall is the ideal time to
improve the soil for next season. Amending the soil in the fall allows it to react according-
ly over time and reap the benefits in spring. UMass suggests getting an accurate soil test
to see what is needed in the garden. Samples should be taken from various areas. Avoid
doing so when the soil is very wet. At-home kits can test for nitrogen, potassium and phos-
phorous and determine the soil’s pH.
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DREAMWEAVER
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Innovation Relnvented
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Fade & Stain Resistant
Residential Carpet

.

Find us at www.capauls.com - Since 1973....We've Got You Covered!
14 W. Jefferson St. | Black River Falls | 715-284-4949

Replacement:  Cabinet
replacement involves re-
moving all of the existing
cabinets before new cabinets
are leveled and installed.
According to the home im-
provement resource The
Spruce, homeowners can ex-
pect to pay between $13,000
and $30,000 for contractor-
grade cabinets. Cabinet re-
placement is a good idea
when homeowners want to
add more cabinet space or
create a new layout in the
room.

Refacing: Cabinet refac-
ing is less messy and less
disruptive than replacement.
All cabinets remain the same
size and in the same loca-
tion. The cabinet boxes must
be in good shape to facili-
tate a refacing. The process
involves installation of new
drawer fronts and cabinet
doors, as well as veneering
of the cabinet boxes. New
hardware typically is in-
stalled as well. The insides
of the cabinets typically re-
main the same. The Spruce
says cabinet refacing can be
30- to 50-percent cheaper
than a replacement.

Most people call in pro-
fessionals to change their
cabinets. Cabinet replace-
ment can be a do-it-yourself
job, but it involves measur-
ing and ensuring every-
thing fits and is leveled ap-
propriately.  Homeowners
who choose to reface their
cabinets themselves may
opt to paint or restain. Wood
veneer or a new door and
drawer panel installation can
be complicated and is best
left to qualified contractors.

The choice is yours!

appointment today
800-258-0023!

closing
costs!

Tap into the equity in your home
with Co-op Credit Union’s
Home Equity Line of Credit!

Lock in a great rate today and use the funds for any purpose -
home renovations, tuition, consolidating high-interest debt.

Use the QR code to schedule an

Already have a CCU home equity
line of credit? Call to take
advantage of this special!

*Annual Percentage Rate. Offer subject to normal
loan-to-value qualifications. At the end of the fixed
period, rate will adjust annually to the current prime
rate, (most recently 8.50% APR). This is a variable rate
loan with a lifetime cap of 15.00% APR. Offer may end
atany time. CCU pays closing costs except for
appraisal, if required, on lines up to $100,000.
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Designs4U, LLC

— DRAFTING & DESIGN —
Chris Otzelberger + Architectural Designer
608-780-3384

Designs4u.plans@gmail.com
“Helping you design your new home, addition and/or

remodel project to best suit your needs for the way you live.”
OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!
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J'S LAWN & LANDSCAPES

Snow Removal & Salting for Residential and

Commercial. Fully Insured. Call 608-484-0691
or email jslawnlandscapes @gmail.com

* 3 Yr Inspections
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How to prepare a fireplace for the winter

As hours of daylight
shorten and fall gives way to
winter, thoughts shift from
fall foliage to spending time
cuddling under warm blan-
kets and being cozy indoors.
A fireplace can improve the
ambiance of any room and
help to create a warm and
welcoming gathering spot.

Home fireplaces typi-
cally are wood-burning or
gas. Though maintenance
for these fireplaces differs,
certain preparatory steps
must be taken to prepare a
fireplace for winter.

Clear the clutter.

Items can accumulate in ar-

eas that are not in use, and
a fireplace is no exception.
Take a few hours to remove
any belongings from in front
of the fireplace and clean the
mantle thoroughly.

Have the chimney
cleaned. Hire a professional
chimney cleaning company
to inspect the chimney and
clean it thoroughly before
winter. According to Bob-
Vila.com, a chimney should
be cleaned once a year, or
after about every 80 fires.
The National Fire Protec-
tion Association says fail-
ure to properly clean chim-
neys is one of the leading

contributors to home fires.
That’s due to creosote, a
highly flammable residue
that builds up in the flue that
lines the chimney.

Inspect the interior.The
interior of a wood-burning
fireplace is likely lined with
fire bricks. Check for cracks
and loose joints. Hire a pro-
fessional mason to make
any repairs, as special mate-
rials are needed to withstand
the heat of fires.

Install a chimney cap
and screen. According to
Family Handyman, a chim-
ney cap is a protective cov-
ering that goes over the top

There are several steps that need to be taken to prepare your home’s fireplace for the
cooler weather, especially those fireplaces that are used frequently.

Contributed photo

of the chimney. It is made
of steel or copper mesh with
a cap on top. This protects
the chimney from rain and
downdrafts and keeps ani-
mals and debris from getting
into the chimney.

Prune overhanging
branches. If there are trees
close to the home and the
chimney, cut them back, as
they can be a fire hazard.
Branches and leaves also
can restrict the proper draft
of the chimney.

Assess the outdoor vent.
Gas fireplaces typically emit
exhaust through a vent in the
home. Remove any block-
ages from the vent, including
leaves, cobwebs and debris.

Check glass or other cov-
erings. The glass or face of
the fireplace helps regulate
carbon monoxide exposure
and protects people from
the flames. Be sure the glass
covering is intact.

Clean ceramic logs.
Gas fireplaces use ceramic
logs, rocks or beads that can
become dusty. Clean them
prior to use. Dirty ceramic
logs can be a fire hazard and
produce an unpleasant burn-
ing smell.

Check the blower and pi-
lot. If the fireplace has
an electric blower, clean and
dust it so it doesn’t become
clogged. Inspect the pilot
light for any wear and tear
that includes wiring or struc-
tural issues.

It takes several steps
to prepare fireplaces for
cold weather seasons when
they’re most likely to be
used with frequency.

Ritter’s
Hardware

19040 Dewey St., Whitehall - 715-538-4616
Ritter’s Hardware in Whitehall has all the Rental Tools
you need to get a contractor result on your DIY projects.

FLOOR SANDERS  TILE SAW « CARPET INSTALLATION
AIR COMPRESSOR & NAIL GUNS « LOG SPLITTER - TRENCHER

Stop in or call, and let us help you with your next home project!
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Kitchens are the busi-
est rooms in most homes.
Kitchens have become more
than just places to prepare
meals, with many function-
ing as gathering spaces and
even go-to dining spots in
homes that do not feature
formal dining rooms.

So much time spent in
the kitchen makes it worth-
while to invest in these pop-

ular spaces. Kitchen reno-
vations are high on many
homeowners’ to-do lists,
and there’s many decisions
to make once they commit
to redoing the room. When
renovating a kitchen, home-
owners will have to choose
which countertop material
they want to install, and the
following rundown of popu-
lar options can help simplify

Kitchen countertops can define how the room looks, and
today’s homeowners have many options to choose from
when designing a new kitchen.

Contributed photo
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What to know about Kitchen countertop materials

that decision.
Quartz

Quartz is considered a
low-maintenance and du-
rable countertop material.
The home improvement ex-
perts at This Old House note
that quartz countertops are
typically 94 percent ground
quartz and now come with
a honed, sandblasted or
embossed treatment, which
makes them appealing to
homeowners with varying
ideas on the ideal look of a
kitchen countertop. Quartz
can crack if it’s not handled
properly, and edges and
corners can chip over time.
Rounded edges can mini-
mize the risk of chipping.
Costs vary by location and
product availability, but
quartz typically costs about
the same as natural stone.

Granite

Consumer Reports
notes that no two slabs of
granite are the same, and
that uniqueness has long
appealed to homeowners.
Tests run by Consumer Re-
ports found that heat, cuts
and scratches did not harm
granite, though this mate-
rial, like quartz, can crack
around edges and corners.
Granite is a durable material
that, if properly maintained,
can last several decades.
Granite also is nonporous,
which makes it resistant to
bacteria.

Laminate

Laminate  countertops
appeal to budget-friendly
homeowners and Consumer
Reports notes that they’re
easy to install. Home De-
pot also notes that laminate

countertops come in a wide
range of colors, textures and
designs. Laminate counter-
tops also are durable, which
helps budget-conscious
homeowners stretch their
dollars even further. Lami-
nate countertops are easily
maintained, though it’s also
easy to permanently damage
them with knives, so Con-
sumer Reports recommends
always using a cutting board
when preparing meals on
laminate.
Butcher Block

Butcher block counter-
tops are among the more
unique options homeown-
ers may consider. Some-
times referred to as “wood
countertops,” butcher block
countertops are made from
wooden strips that are fused
together. The home im-
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provement experts at Bob-
Vila.com note that butcher
block is among the more
affordable materials, but the
final cost will be dictated
by location and availabil-
ity. BobVila.com notes that
butcher block countertops
are highly sensitive to lig-
uid, so exposure to moisture
should be limited. Sealing
butcher block countertops
immediately after installa-
tion can help protect against
bacteria and  warping.
Though butcher blocks can
be high-maintenance, many
homeowners find the unique
look is well worth the extra
elbow grease.

Kitchen countertops can
define how the room looks,
and homeowners have many
options to choose from when
designing a new kitchen.

Top tips for a more organized Kitchen

(StatePoint) Better orga-
nization in the kitchen means
spending less time searching
for the right ingredient or
tool so you can have more
time for savoring meals with
family and friends and more
time for personal pursuits.

Whether you’re throw-
ing together weekday lunch-
es for the kids or hosting an
elegant dinner party, here
are some tips to keep your
kitchen - and meal prep - or-
ganized.

Declutter

Not only can clutter
make you feel less comfort-
able, it can impact your ef-
ficiency. Take some time
to sort through those areas
of your kitchen that tend to

Manual Pole Saws

All In-Stock Inventory
of Century Tool

Accessories
Made in Green Bay

THINK CHRISTMAS
GIFTING!

DEWALY

Tools & Batteries

 Milwaukee
Battery Powered:
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Hedgers & Blowers
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Milwaukee Tools on Hand
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Fall Winterizer
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- Food Plot
16-16-16
19-19-19

- Lawn Starter
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Moe Hardware Hank & Sporting Goods
R 33 Main St., Black River Falls » (715) 284-4621

“The little store with a whole lot more!”
“Located in BEAUTIFUL downtown Black River Falls for 127 years.”
Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7-6, Sat. 7-5, Sun. 7-12/Noon

collect unused food prod-
ucts, such as the pantry, the
refrigerator door and the
back of the fridge. You’ll
be surprised how long cer-
tain items have been sitting
there. Toss anything that has
expired, and donate any-
thing unopened and in good
condition that you can’t or
won’t use to a food pantry.
Transferring items, such as
grains, sugar and flour, to la-
beled containers of the same
size makes for more uni-
form storage that can help
you maximize shelving. You
might also consider alpha-
betizing spices so they are
easier to find and grab when
you need them.
Upgrade your fridge

Trading in your refrig-
erator for a newer model can
be a game changer, and not
just because modern appli-
ances tend to be more ener-
gy efficient. Today’s refrig-
erators can also be a world
apart in functionality and
organization, offering you
more storage space, greater
control and even the ability
to multitask.

Improve go-to tools

Coordinated,  efficient
meal prep relies on your
go-to tools being in good
working order. To that end,
a knife sharpener can make
a useful addition to your
kitchen, whether you opt for
a simple sharpening stone or
an electric model with dif-

M&C

ferent settings. If you’re low
on counter space or would
prefer having this task han-
dled professionally, check
your local hardware store.
Many provide this service
at an affordable cost. Other
small items, such as can
openers, zesters and peelers,
are all prone to rust, which
can make them difficult to
wield over time. Likewise,
plastic spatulas can become
cracked and damaged with
use, and wooden spoons can
become splintered.

With a few small tweaks
and updates, your kitchen
and all the items within it big
and small can make your life
easier, more organized and
more convenient.

HEATING & COOLING, LLC

Locally Owned & Operated in Black River Falls
Mitchell lverson and CJ Moen

Call or Text: (715) 600-1801

Serving Jackson, Monroe, Trempealeau, Clark,
Eau Claire, La Crosse and Juneau Counties

"1
FURNACE
CLEANING |

WE WILL INSPECT AND CLEAN YOUR FURNACE |
TO KEEP IT PERFORMING AT ITS MOST EFFICIENT POTENTIAL
AND HELP AVOID EMERGENCY CALLS.

Must present coupon * Coupon expires 10/13/23  Limit 1 discount per household.

When you want prompt, reliable service,

gwve us a call 713-600-1301.

email: info@mcheatingandcooling.com
www.mcheatingandcooling.com

@ (@mandcheatingandcooling

Ak About
O/
Annual

Maintenance
Plan!
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Don’t get shocked by home electric safety issues

Electricity helps run the
world, including our homes
and businesses. Without
electricity, we’d have no ac-
cess to lighting, our interior
spaces may not be heated or
cooled effectively, and the
computers and other devices
we rely on so heavily would
not run.

Even though electricity
is designed to make people’s
lives more convenient, it’s
easy to take it for granted
and become complacent
about the safety needed to
use it effectively. The Elec-
trical Safety Foundation In-
ternational says each year
electrical malfunctions ac-
count for 35,000 home fires,
causing more than 1,130 in-

juries, 500 deaths and $1.4
billion in property damage.
Since the average Ameri-
can home was built in 1977,
many existing homes of this
age and older simply cannot
handle modern demand for
electricity without modifica-
tion.

The following are some
warning signs that electrical
issues could lead to bigger
problems:

*Tripping of circuit
breakers or blowing of fuses
regularly

*Dimming of lights when
other devices are in use

*Buzzing sounds from
outlets or switches

Discolored outlets

*Seemingly underpow-

ered appliances

Additional warning
signs can include a tingling
feeling when an electrical
appliance is touched, rub-
bery smells or an aroma of
burning.

Individuals can take cer-
tain precautions to ensure
electrical safety at home
and at work. Here are nine
guidelines to follow, cour-
tesy of the National Fire
Protect.

1. Have any home you
are buying or renting in-
spected by a qualified pri-
vate inspector in accordance
with local requirements.

2. When electrical work
is needed, hire a qualified,
licensed electrician.

How to decide if a home remodel
makes financial sense for you

(BPT) - There comes
a time when every home-
owner looks around at their
house and ponders a few
upgrades. Sometimes, those
ideas turn into full-on reno-
vations as you reimagine
your space to better meet
your lifestyle. But before
you start calling contractors,
ask yourself: Does remodel-
ing make financial sense?

Here are three tips to
help you decide if a home
renovation benefits your
home and your finances.

Identify your
wants vs. needs

How necessary are the
improvements you want?
Some home projects may
end up costing you more
than the value they provide.
That doesn’t mean certain
projects aren’t worthwhile.

“Home renovations

We’re at your service

come in all shapes and sizes.
For some, it may be about
the investment and increas-
ing the home value; for a
good few it might be about
what looks the best, while
others might not have aa
choice,” said Adam Finger-
man, assistant vice presi-
dent of equity lending at
Navy Federal Credit Union.
“Whatever the reason, it’s
always a good idea to un-
derstand how a large reno-
vation might impact your fi-
nances and the overall value
of your home.”

Know your budget

Consider creating a chart
with all of your cost esti-
mates and include columns
for high-, medium- and low-
cost options. Don’t forget
supplies for do-it-yourself
projects and always allocate
a certain percentage for un-

We ship
via UPS

Authorized
Shipping
Outlet

expected expenses.

Also be sure to get es-
timates from different con-
tractors and compare them.
Carefully check references
and business licenses.
Explore financing options

Ideally, you’ve already
established a home im-
provement savings plan. But
if you’re planning to bor-
row, explore your financing
options through your trusted
bank or credit union.

“Think about the size
of your project, whether or
not you’ll have ongoing ex-
penses and your current fi-
nances,” said Fingerman.

Home renovations of
any size - large or small -
can be overwhelming. Con-
sider these tips to help make
it easier and more affordable
in the long run.

3. Use only one heat-pro-
ducing appliance plugged
into a receptacle outlet at a
time.

4. Do not use extension
cords for major appliances
like ovens, washers, stoves
or microwaves. They should
be plugged directly into a
wall receptacle outlet.

5. Ground-fault circuit
interrupters (GFClIs) should
be installed in Kkitchens,

bathrooms, garages and
basements to shut off an
electrical circuit when it be-
comes a shock hazard.

6.  Extension  cords
should only be used tempo-
rarily. Have an electrician
install more outlets if they
are needed.

7. Keep the area around
the electric meter clear.

8. Make sure outdoor
lights and other fixtures are

rated for outdoor use.

9. Label the circuit
breakers to understand the
different circuits in the home
and know which to turn off
when electrical work is be-
ing conducted.

It doesn’t take much for
an electrical issue to be-
come serious and start a fire
or cause shocking. Treat all
electricity use in a home or
business seriously.

Factors that can delay
a home renovation

Homeowners who de-
cide to renovate one or more
rooms in their homes may
be excited about the changes
that are in store. Even simple
modifications to paint color
or accessories can change
the look of a space. Larger
renovations can produce
even more dramatic effects.

When contractors pro-
vide cost estimates, they
may predict how long they
expect the job to take from
start to finish. It is impos-
sible to plan for every sce-
nario, however. Jobs may be
delayed for various reasons,
and it’s rarely the fault of the
contractor. Here are some
reasons a renovation could
experience snags along the
way.

Pre-existing conditions:
Opening up walls or remov-
ing flooring could reveal
hidden problems. These in-
clude prior insect damage,
leaks and water issues, as-
bestos, mold or even pests.
The presence of unforeseen
issues will require remedia-
tion that can extend the proj-
ect timeline.
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+ Cutting Keys and Programming FOBS - Lock Re-keying + Window and Screen Repair
* Bicycle Service and Repair « Propane Refills - Including RV Tanks
+ Scissor, Knife and Mower Blade Sharpening « Pipe Cutting and Threading

133 County Road A, Black River Falls, WI 54615

715-284-4454

Open Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm & Saturday 8am-5pm
CLOSED SUNDAY for our employees to spend with their families

ScholzeA‘CE

Schedule backup: Con-
tractors often have busy
schedules. When one job ex-
periences delays, that causes
a domino effect on others on
the calendar. Homeowners
should realize that the esti-
mated start date of their own
project is just an estimate
and not necessarily set in
stone.

Lack of materials: Build-
ers sometimes have diffi-
culty procuring materials
from vendors. Whether it’s
concrete or a special-order
appliance, the contractor is
at the mercy of the vendor.
If there are shipping delays
or other issues, the job will
have to be pushed back.
Many steps to a project
hinge on the one before. For
example, walls cannot be put
up until electrical work and
plumbing has been complet-
ed.

Prior errors: Corrections
may need to be made to
what a previous contractor
or even the homeowner did.
Problems need to be fixed or
they may compromise the
look and safety of the proj-
ect. Issues may arise if prior
renovations were not done to
code.

Obtaining permits: The
application process for ob-
taining permits can take
anywhere from a few weeks
to a few months, depending
on the municipality and the
scale of the project. Long
permit lead times can delay
the start of the job.

Weather: Mother Nature
can affect everything from
the availability of materials
to the job itself, particularly
if work is being done out-
doors.

Finances: The overall
cost of the job may change,
especially if issues arise dur-
ing the work. If funds dry
up, the project may stall.

Certain factors can affect
how long a renovation proj-
ect will take. Homeowners
should know that timelines
are estimates and not set in
stone.

Sparks Electr

608-790-1334

sparkselectricalsolutions.com
sparkselectric2021@gmail.com

Balduzzi’s

WINDOWS | DECKS | SIDING | LUMBER

ETTRICK - 608-525-4141
MIDWAY - 608-783-3329

POLE SHEDS  HOUSES

CABINETS  WINDOWS
DOORS * DECKING
FREE ESTIMATES

REMODELING

Check
out our
hardware
section!

Call me for a quote

oo StateFarm

Karen Stai Koenigs Ins
Karen Koenigs, Agent

323 County Road A
Blk River Fls, W| 54615-9202

Bus: 715-284-4020
karen@karenkoenigs.com
www.karenkoenigs.com

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
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(BPT) - Do you know
how much a power outage
costs? When the power goes
out, it affects more than just
your ability to watch TV
or read with the lights on.
Food and medicine in your
refrigerator and freezer can
go bad. Your basement may
flood if the sump pump goes
out, and you may need to
relocate to a hotel for your
family’s safety and comfort.
If any home systems fail,
you may be looking at costly
repairs.

An easy way to pro-
tect your home and avoid
power outage-related costs
is to invest in an automatic
home generator. To help you
understand the benefits of
owning your own automatic
home generator, Kohler ex-
pert Melanie Tydrich offers
the following seven most
commonly asked questions.

What is an automatic
home generator? How is it

different from a
portable generator?

An automatic home
generator provides backup
power when you need it and
stands by when you don’t.
Like an air conditioning
unit, the generator is perma-
nently installed outside your
house. When the power goes
out, it turns on. The unit
shuts off when the main util-
ity power is restored.

Portable generators are
useful when you don’t have
utility power available, like
camping, tailgating or at a
work site. However, you’ll
need to refuel them regular-
ly, so you’ll have to remem-
ber to safely store fresh fuel
in your home. Also, you’ll

have to operate them out-
side, which means running
outdoor-rated extension
cords.
How does an automatic
home generator work?

Your generator runs on
your home’s existing natu-
ral gas or liquid propane
system, which makes it in-
credibly convenient. When
the power goes out or drops
below an acceptable level
(brownout), your automatic
transfer switch (ATS) sig-
nals the generator to start.
In just 10 seconds, the ATS
transfers your power from
the utility grid to the genera-
tor. It powers your home un-
til utility power is restored,
then transfers power back to
the grid.

What can it power?

A home standby genera-
tor can power corded items
like electronics, cell phones,
refrigerators and freezers.
More importantly, it can
power products hardwired
to your home, such as cen-
tral air and heating systems,
sump pumps and lights.
Security systems and even
garage doors are sometimes
difficult to operate when you
don’t have power.

Do you need to be home to
operate the generator?

You don’t need to be
home to operate the genera-
tor. An automatic home gen-
erator is just that, automatic.
This completely hands-off
unit turns on during a power
outage and turns off auto-
matically.

What features should

a quality home
generator have?

Because your automatic
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Ask an expert: seven most
common questions about automatic
home generators

generator will power your
home during a power out-
age, you’ll want a durable
and reliable engine. Gen-
erators are equipped with
heavy-duty, = commercial-
grade engines that fire up
quickly and can handle
heavy electrical loads.

Even though generators
are working hard to supply
power to your home and
appliances, you don’t have
to settle for a noisy model.
Look for a generator that has
been designed and built to
operate with minimal noise.
Remote monitoring via an
app is also a helpful feature
to have because you can see
the status of your generator
when you aren’t home and a
power outage hits.

What size generator

do I need?

The right size generator
for your home depends on
your power needs. Kohler
has a handy Generator Se-
lector tool to get a ballpark
cost. However, if you’re
serious about buying one,
you’ll want to receive a de-
tailed estimate from your

local Kohler Generators
dealer. These professionals
will analyze your home’s
electrical load and specify
and install your generator
system.
Is installing an automatic
home generator
a DIY project?
Installing an automatic
home generator isn’t a proj-
ect you’ll want to do your-
self. Because it requires
working with gas and elec-
trical connections, you’ll
want to hire a qualified pro-
fessional who can make sure
it’s installed properly.
Automatic home gen-
erators aren’t a luxury. They
are an investment in keeping
your family safe and secure
during a power outage. They
give you the ability to live
life uninterrupted because
they can power anything
in a home, from lights and
HVAC to appliances and
tech. These generators pro-
vide peace of mind - and
more importantly - they pro-
vide resilience for you, your
family and your community.

Use baking soda to deodorize
carpet and more

Baking soda is one of the
most versatile natural clean-
ing ingredients. Known for
its ability to absorb scents
and deodorize, it’s great for
cleaning tough spots around
your home. Have a carpet
that could use a refresh?

Sprinkle baking soda on the
carpet, let it sit for half an
hour and then vacuum. You
can also do this for other soft-
surface areas of the home
that are hard to deodorize,
such as couches, chairs and
mattresses.
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What to know about floor-to-ceiling windows

Modern homes showcase
many dazzling features, but
perhaps none draw as much
as instant attention as floor-
to-ceiling windows. Often
seen in high-rise apartments
that boast panoramic city
views, floor-to-ceiling win-
dows also are right at home
in single-family dwellings.

Homeowners consider-
ing floor-to-ceiling windows
may have lots of questions.
The following rundown can
provide some basic informa-
tion that can help homeown-
ers decide if floor-to-ceiling
windows are right for their
homes.

Cost

Cost is often the primary
consideration when mull-
ing a home renovation, and
that’s even more significant
as the world confronts the
rising costs associated with
inflation. The cost of install-
ing floor-to-ceiling windows
depends on a host of vari-
ables, including how many
windows will be needed and
where homeowners live.
According to Modernize®,
a service that facilitates
connections between reno-
vation-minded homeown-
ers and local contractors, a
floor-to-ceiling window wall
costs somewhere between
$700 to $1,600 per linear
foot. Framing and glaz-
ing will add to those costs.
Homeowners  considering
floor-to-ceiling windows are
urged to receive several esti-
mates for the project prior to
choosing a contractor.

Lighting and
energy efficiency

One of the more ap-
pealing aspects of floor-to-

ceiling windows is all the
natural light they allow in.
Of course, all that light also
can drive up energy costs on
sunny summer days. One
way around that is to install
energy efficient windows.
Such windows include extra
insulation to prevent cool
air from escaping the home
on summer days, which can
reduce the need to lower the
thermostat on your air con-
ditioning. A wall of glass
also can provide less insu-
lation against the cold. The
extra insulation in energy
efficient windows also helps
keep warm air from escap-
ing a home in the winter.
Energy efficient windows
may cost more than less effi-
cient alternatives. However,
over the long haul, a wall of
less efficient floor-to-ceiling
windows will likely cost
more due to excess energy
consumption.

Privacy and fading

It’s easy to be over-
whelmed by the view floor-
to-ceiling windows provide,
especially in homes sur-
rounded by serene natural
settings like woods or prop-
erties that abut waterways.
But that view outward also
provides a view in, poten-
tially compromising priva-
cy. All that extra exposure to
sunlight also can cause fab-
rics to fade over time. Floor-
to-ceiling blinds and shades
can protect homeowners’
privacy and reduce fading
on furniture, but this extra
feature will add to the final
cost of the project. Smart
window tinting is another
way to improve privacy and
reduce fading, but this fea-

Page 7

waterways.

It’s easy to be overwhelmed by the view floor-to-ceiling
windows provide, especially in homes surrounded by se-
rene natural settings like woods or properties that abut
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ture also will drive up the
cost.

Floor-to-ceiling  win-
dows can be awe-inspiring.
Those omeowners consider-

ing such windows for their
homes are urged to do their
homework to ensure their
homes are well-suited to this
unique feature.
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Buying without a home inspection can be a mistake

(BPT) - When many
buyers purchased homes
during the height of the pan-
demic homebuying frenzy,
they may have skipped add-
ing a home inspection in an
effort to win bidding wars.
While this may have worked
out for some, others were hit
with hidden problems and
expenses that would have
been discovered through
a proper home inspection.
A thorough inspection can
reveal hidden issues with
a property, allowing you to
make an informed decision
about whether to proceed
with the purchase or negoti-
ate repairs.

“A home inspection is
one of the most important
steps in the home buying
process,” said Adam Ba-
konis, Mercury Insurance
product manager for home-
owners. “It helps protect
the buyer from purchasing
a home with undisclosed
problems and then being
saddled with costly repairs.”

Licensed home inspec-
tors can help identify poten-
tial problems. For example,
a home inspector may be
able to identify whether a
roof requires repair or re-
placement. They may also
find evidence of structural
damage from water leaks or
rain water drainage issues
or evidence of land move-
ment that could indicate a
property’s foundation lacks
stability.

“I’ve inspected and re-
paired thousands of build-
ings that had damages due
to earthquakes, landslides,
poor engineering designs
and collapse issues from
construction defects,” said
Kyle Tourje, structural as-
sessor for Alpha Structural.
“The most obvious signs
of structural or foundation
damage is visible cracking
in walls, ceilings or floors.
Any sort of gaps or cracks
on the outside of the house
that catches the eye should
also be noted. If someone
who isn’t a trained expert

can spot an uneven floor or
substantial sloping, that’s a
bad sign.”

Researching and creating
a home inspection checklist
before contacting an inspec-
tor will give you a general
idea of what to look for. It
can help identify significant
issues and areas of concern
in the house, which you can
then discuss with the asses-
sor. This can prepare you
for any surprises that may
arise and make you more in-
formed about the condition
of the home you are consid-
ering.

Create a home
inspection checklist

* Inspect the roof: Find
out how old the roof is and
ask questions about any
damage or discoloration
you see from ground level.
Check to see if any nearby
trees make contact with the
roof, as branches can cause
damage to roofing tiles and
falling leaves can easily clog
gutters or impede the natural
flow of water down the roof.

* Look for water dam-
age: Water can rot wood,
damage foundations and
cause mold to grow. Look to
see if anything would cause
rainwater to flow onto or un-
der the house. Rain gutters
should be clean and direct
water away from the prop-
erty. Water stains on ceil-
ings, walls or floors could
indicate a roof or pipe leak.
Check for leaks or water
stains inside sink cabinets,
and make sure they drain
properly. Bubbling paint on
a window frame could be
evidence of water intrusion
and a poor seal.

* Foundation: Problems
with the foundation could
prove costly. Watch out for
big cracks in the ground,
raised foundation or large
cracks along the wall. Pay
attention to any trees grow-
ing close to the house since
roots underground can cause
damage that you can’t easily
see.

* Smart technology:

Confirm that any smart
home devices left behind by
the previous owner, includ-
ing thermostats, security
measures and voice-activat-
ed systems, can be easily
cleared and reset for your
needs.

* Note the age of the
home: Older houses can be
charming, but you might
need to upgrade certain fea-
tures. Original plumbing
may need replacement, and
older windows may not be
energy efficient. Wiring that
has not been modernized
could pose a fire hazard and
may not be able to accom-
modate the multiple appli-
ances and systems used in
many homes today.

Tips for home
inspection day

Bakonis offers some tips
to get the most out of your
home inspection:

* Be there. You don’t
have to go to the inspection,
but it is highly advised that
you do so you can see any
potential problems for your-
self.

* Be prepared. Bring an

inspection checklist and jot
down questions to ask the
inspector.

* Check for disclosures.
Review any seller disclo-
sures you received before
inspection day. Be sure to
ask your inspector to look
at those areas and verify re-
pairs.

* Let the inspector work.
While you may have con-
cerns, avoid unnecessary
interruptions during the in-
spection process.

* Make sure there’s time
to ask questions. Set aside
some time with your asses-
sor after their initial inspec-
tion to go over any questions
you may have.

The home inspection
process is a crucial step for
both buyers and sellers. It
provides buyers with peace
of mind, knowing that their
investment is sound and
free of any major issues. For
sellers, it can help prevent a
deal falling through by be-
ing proactive and identify-
ing problems that may re-
quire repair.

Tips for pet-proofing a home

Any animal that is given
freerein ofthe house, whether
it’s a puppy, rabbit or kitten,
can getintotrouble. Thesetips
canhelp pet parents ensure the
safety of their pets at home.

Lock away chemicals

Certaincleansers,automo-
tive fluids, paints and even
some foods and beverages
can be toxic to pets if in-
gested. Animals often seek
things with their noses first.
Prod-ucts such as antifreeze
can smell sweet and appeal-
ing. The pet resource, Porch,
sug-gests researching which
foods, beverages, plants and

other items can be harmful.
Keep those items away from
pets — even under lock and
key, if necessary.

Get down to business

It may seem silly, but pet
owners can get down on all
fours and crawl around spaces
to see just where their new
companions might get into
trouble. Put those “downward
dog” yogamovesto work and
try to see where electrical
cords may generate curiosity
or if any low-level cabinets
are accessible. Utilize locks
and covers to keep pets away
from these hazards.

CULPITT ROOFING

957 West Ave. North, West Salem, WI 608-786-0666
www.culpittroofing.com

www.facebook.com/culpittroofing

800-944-0662
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Let the outside in with all-season rooms

Many homeowners ex-
press interest in creating
fewer barriers between the
interior and exterior of their
homes. Some may have
backyards built for enter-
taining and want to facili-
tate the transition between
the inside of the residence
and the outside when guests
arrive. In other instances,
homes may back to a nature
preserve that homeowners
want to enjoy more read-
ily. Whatever the reason for
bringing the outside in, all-
season rooms can serve as a
welcoming bridge between
indoor and outdoor spaces.

What is an all-season
room? Also known as a
four-season room, all-sea-
son rooms are specially en-
gineered spaces that provide
a connection to the outdoors
no matter the season. They
are like sunrooms, but cli-
mate-controlled so that they
will be comfortable through-
out winter, spring, summer,
and fall.

What is the difference
between a three-season room
and an all-season room? The

biggest difference between
these two spaces is the level
of usage and the capacity of
the room to be heated and

TRX Serles,

Industry s only Tracked Zero-turn Mowers

0% | 1.99% | Q%
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cooled. Individuals who re-
side in climates with moder-
ate year-round temperatures
may get by with a three-sea-
son room. However, those
who experience all four
seasons may need a more
insulated space to make the
room usable throughout the

year.
One of the more notable
features of an all-season
room is an abundance of
windows, which allow plen-
ty of natural light to shine in.
All-season rooms also can
feature creature comforts
like a reading nook, outdoor
kitchen spaces and televi-
sions. Retractable screens
can be installed when pri-
vacy or shade is desired.
All-season rooms can be
built with adequate thermal
insulation and energy-sav-
ing features. Insulation will
be installed in the walls and
roof, and homeowners may
have a choice of window
ratings for efficiency. Some
all-season rooms are spe-
cially equipped with HVAC
(heating, ventilation and air
conditioning) systems that
may or may not be tied in to
the home’s general heating
and cooling system. Some
people use portable heat-
ers or air conditioners to
control the temperature in
all-season rooms. It’s best
to speak with an all-season
room contractor to identify
heating and cooling needs.
Prices vary by region
and are contingent on the
features homeowners desire.
According to the outdoor
resource Garden Center
Care, a three-season room
can cost anywhere from
$8,000 to $50,000 to build.
A four-season room can cost
$20,000 to $80,000 to add.
If there is an existing three-
season room, it may be
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All-season rooms are specially engineered spaces that
provide a connection to the outdoors no matter what sea-
son it is. They are like sunrooms, but they are climate-con-
trolled so that they will be comfortable throughout winter,

spring, summer and fall.

more affordable to upgrade
the space into an all-season
room, but an architect and
contractor should inspect
the space to determine the
scope of the project.

All-season rooms can be
an ideal addition to a prop-
erty, providing extra space
for entertaining or lounging
and a connection to the out-
doors.

A rundown on DIY demos

Homeowners looking to
make improvements to their
homes likely want to make
such projects as budget-
friendly as possible. After
soliciting estimates from
contractors,  homeowners
may seek to do some work
themselves in an effort to
cut costs. That is why many

YLH”HMHETEH

3 9 9 0/0 SEVERAL STYLES

FEORIUP TO/ 60 MONTHS!

Financing Available to Qualified Credit

Est. 1968

AMERICAN MADE / AMERICAN OWNED
HRS: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3
Sunday Closed
N5931 State Highway 54

TO CHOOSE

FEROM!

individuals opt to handle de-
molition and other prepara-
tory tasks before contractors
get started. There are impor-
tant things to keep in mind
when doing demo.

* Prybars are your friend.
These tools, sometimes
called crowbars, can be used
to remove nails or pull ma-
terials apart.

* Cover vents in the
space where you’re work-
ing. Construction dust can
be sucked into the HVAC
(heating, ventilation and air
conditioning) system and
cause furnaces to clog. This

also may cause the distribu-
tion of dust throughout the
home.

« Use safety gear. Always
wear safety goggles, gloves,
boots and other equipment
as needed to remain safe.

* Get a power saw. Cir-
cular saws and reciprocating
saws can cut through vari-
ous materials, making faster
work of demolition.

 Exercise caution when
removing drywall. You
don’t know what is be-
hind the drywall, including
electric wires, so be care-
ful when choosing a spot

to make the first hole in the
drywall.

* Get a trash container
with a gate. You’ll save
yourself some aches and
pains by being able to fill
a wheelbarrow and dump
in into the container, rather
than having to toss debris
over the top.

* Bust up heavy or bulky
items. Cast iron tubs and
shower surrounds can be
heavy and difficult to move.
Unless it’s a family heir-
loom, cut or break large
items into pieces to remove
them more easily.
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+ Peace of Mind - Keep the fire outside and eliminate the
dangers associated with indoor wood heating.

- Save Money - Wood is a renewable, inexpensive
and often free energy source.

« Durability - Long-lasting, stainless steel firebox.

Financing Available

HRS: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. Closed
N5931 State Highway 54, Black River Falls, WI

www.WoodSalesService.com

CLASSIC

EDGE

—_
TITANIUM [4DX
Outdoor Wood Furnace

VIDEO: How It Works

Black River Falls, WI

www.WoodSalesService.com
715-284-9438 * 800-657-4653

Ldetﬂi!s visit CentralBoiler.com. Consult a tax professional with any questions.

715-284-9438 » 800-657-4653

CentralBoiler.com >
Explore > How it Works

&5

CentralBoiler.com
23-0101 )

*US Internal Revenue Code Sec. 25(C) effective Jan. 1, 2023, for heating a residence. For more
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The pristine, white back-
drop of a snowy winter day
can be a wonder to behold.
While fresh snow on the
ground can make for awe-
inspiring landscapes, the
absence of greenery amid

the starkness of winter poses
challenges for animals that
do not ride out winter in a
state of hibernation. Several
bird species stay in colder
climates over the winter.
Red-winged crossbills,

Several bird species stay in colder climates over the win-
ter. Birds must consume a lot of food in a short amount of
time to have the energy and body warmth to survive each
day, so its important to offer a variety of foods to attract
the greatest number of species.

Contributed photo

‘ BX.S’eries

The BX Series is ready for winter with an optional heated cab and choice of
snow removal attachments. Part of the #1 rated tractor brand for durability and
owner experience in the US.* Visit us today.

$0 DOWN O % APR UPTO 60 MONTHS

PLUS

16.6-248 Gross HP Easy operation

KubotaUsA.com

SAVE UP TO $800

Ly

et Focior S, (bt Tt Corpraon, 207,500
s X155, B s XSS et o prdpto dos otk
it approval

VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

715-683-2444

10 miles west of Marshfield on H,
then south on Y

www.chiliimplement.com

READER INSIGHTS

ny linbiliy from the use
v KubotalJSA.c

of this material. For Gomy

plete warranty, disciaimer, safety, incerti
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How to care for winter birds that
visit your yard

snow buntings, bohemian
waxwings, evening gros-
beaks and cardinals are just
some of the birds one may
find while gazing outside on
a chilly winter’s day. Bird-
ing in the winter can be a
rewarding hobby because,
despite the chilly conditions,
birds tend to be easy to find
in bare trees. Furthermore,
the colder temperatures may
keep many people inside,
meaning neighborhoods,
trails and parks can be very
quiet, making it easier for
those who brave the cold to
see birds.

The Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds indi-
cates that winter is a difficult
time of year for birds due to
the weather and the scarcity
of food. Furthermore, birds
must consume a lot of food
in a short amount of time to
have the energy and body
warmth to survive each day.
Even birds that store food in
caches or have developed
special scavenging strategies
to find as much food as pos-
sible can benefit from a little
wintertime help.

Penn State Extension
suggests providing a variety

of foods to attract the great-
est number of species. Small,
black-oil sunflower seeds are
preferred by many smaller
species of bird and have a
high oil content that is nutri-
tionally important for birds.
Other sunflower seeds will
be appropriate for blue jays
and cardinals. Some other
popular foods include white
proso millet, thistle seed, ni-
ger seed, and peanuts.

Consult a wild bird store,
which likely sells a birdseed
mix that enables you to place
a variety of seed into one
feeder. In addition to seed,
suet, which is made from
high-quality animal fat, is
crucial for birds in the win-
ter. Families can get crafty
by spreading peanut butter
onto pine cones and sprin-
kling seed on top. Hang the
pine cones tied to pieces of
string from tree branches for
homemade feeders.

Birds likely need a little
help surviving the winter,
when conditions can be
bleak. Offering food and
observing backyard visitors
can be a great way to unwind
on winter afternoons.

Steam clean the microwave

Instead of scrubbing a
grimy microwave, use the
power of steam. Place a cup
of water in a large micro-
wave-safe bowl or container,
like a glass measuring cup,
and add a splash of lemon
juice for a citrus scent. Run
on high for 3-5 minutes so
the water steams the micro-

7 days a week

M3-120-1190

PLUMBI NG LLC

L \_

Service & Repair
Water Heaters
Water Softeners
Septic Systems
Remodeling

Zach Czaplewski
Owner « MP#1147034

608-863-3910
ZCPlumbingWl@gmail.com

SERVING TREMPEALEAU
AND SURROUNDING AREAS

LOOK TO® US [FORoo00

*All Your Heating & Cooling Needs
*Preventative Maintenance

*LP Gas Services

—~

Same Great
Service & Staff

*Full Line of Major Appliances & Service QLR TELLE

*24 Hr. Emergency Services
“WE PUT THE ‘CUSTOM’ IN CUSTOMER!”

Areas!

CUSTOM HEATING & COOLING/

DALE’'S REFRIGERATION HEATING & APPLIANCES
216 E. Division St., Neillsville 715-743-6109
25 N. 2nd St., Black River Falls 715-284-5931

wave and softens the food and
grime. Carefully remove the
container and wipe down the
inside with a soft cloth - no
scrubbing required.
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Kate Malles-Jacobson
927 Riders Club Rd., Onalaska

608-769-3678

\.hjs \

“Whether Buying or
— Selling, Just Call Kate!”

Ei i

www.era.com

ERA Next Level

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

ROOF CLEANING

/-'. \l.»a-” __,\,__,,-—-""

/\U

PRO-CLLEAN

Q??Tﬁ%

P
1?3_/

NMLS INSTITUTIOND: N6A0AA

Constructio

ZSROVED)

SEE US FIRST FOR ALL YOUR
HONIE INTPROVEMENT NEEDS,

Arcadia Credit Union offers Home Equity,

help you create the home of your dreams.

Gall us or visit our webhsite to learn more and apply!

. . -

n and Term Loan Options to

v .

Lobby Hours: M—F: 8:15AM-4:30PM; Sat., 8:15AM-12PM

ARCADIA —
CREDlT UNlON (? LIKE US ON 5
608-323-2126 or 1-800-325-2126 @I facebook

535S. Dettloff Dr., P.O. Box 187, Arcadia, Wl 54612 - arcadiacu.com

Drive-Up: M-W: 8:15AM-4:30PM;
Thurs., 8:15AM-5:30PM;
Fri., 7.30AM-5:30PM; Sat., 8:15AM-12PM
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SONSALLA

HOME REMODELING & REPAIR

SIDING + WINDOWS * GARAGE/SHEDS * DECKS * BATHROOM REMODELING & MORE

Travis Sonsalla, Owner - 715-533-0027

Citigens State Bank of Loyal
5

-
* J

g

h /

V 4

WITH A GREAT MORTGAGE

As your local community bank, we offer competitive
rates, personalized service and long term stability.

Contact one of our experienced mortgage lenders
or apply online anytime!

)

G

Community
Lot Owned,
Rick Szymanski Donny Snyder Dakota Watton i
NMLS #617503 NMLS #1716959  NMLS 2514287 Community
400 N Main St 103 W McMillan St 2 Boon Blvd Minded

Neillsville
715-743-7494

Loyal
715-255-8526

Suite 1, Marshfield
715-486-8151

Member

e FDI
www.csbloyal.com  800-599-8399 NMLS ID # 402918
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(@ How to build a firewood

for your backyard

(StatePoint) If you’re like
many outdoor enthusiasts,
bonfires with sing-a-longs,
scary stories and s’mores in
your backyard are part of
fall events. Having a wood-
burning firepit requires hav-
ing a dedicated place to store
firewood.

“A firewood rack is not
only important for an orga-
nized yard, it protects your
fuel source from moisture,
making for less smoke and
more  efficient  burning.
While it might seem like
a complicated build, it can
be a simple, easy and quick
weekend DIY project that
will greatly improve your
backyard experience,” says
Jamie Briggs, director of
marketing at Exmark, a lead-
ing manufacturer of lawn
care equipment.

That’s the idea behind
this  “Done-In-A-Weekend
Project” from Exmark:

Tool List

* Miter saw

* Eye and ear protection

* Gloves

* Tape measure

* Level

* Pencil

Cut List

Large Rack:

* (2) 10-foot 2x4s (pressure
treated)

* (2) 8-foot landscape tim-
bers (pressure treated)

* (3) standard cinder blocks
Small Rack:

* (2) 10-foot 2x4s (pressure

SUNSET PLACE APARTMENTS

NEILLSVILLE, WI

Sunset Place Apartments in Neillsville,
offers unparalleled amenities including
high-speed internet and basic cable,
water/sewer, garbage, lawn care and
snow removal included in the rent.

¢ 1-bedroom units starting from $850

Visit www.lisenby-properties.com,
click on vacancies for more info and
to schedule a showing,

or call 715-635-1749

LISENBY

PROPERTIES

e 2-bedroom units starting from $1,195

e 3-bedroom units starting from $1,450

e Security deposit equals 1-month’s
rent, or we offer a security deposit
alternative

e Rent includes high-speed internet,
basic cable, water/sewer, garbage,
lawn care and snow removal

¢ Stainless steel appliances — refrigerator,

stove, dishwasher, and microwave

rangehood

Solid surface quartz countertops

Shaker-style solid maple, cherry-finished

kitchen cabinets

Knotty Alder interior doors and trim

LED light fixtures

e Bedroom and living room ceiling fans

Luxury vinyl plank flooring

Ceramic tile bathroom flooring

Individual HVAC controls with central air

Smart technology including

thermostats, locks, building access

Controlled access and security cameras

Elevators

On-site, coin-operated laundry rooms

Fitness center (residents only)

Professionally landscaped grounds

including grills, picnic area, dog park

(residents only)

Community-wide wifi

Multi-use community

rooms/gathering areas

Approved pets allowed with a $250 pet

registration fee and $50/monthly pet

rent (max 2 pets per unit)

e Just Love Coffee Café
(open to public)

]UST@LOVE
Ty

A firewood rack is important for an organized yard. It also protects wood from moisture,
making for less smoke and more efficient burning. A firewoood rack build can be a simple,

easy and quick weekend DIY project.

&
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treated)
* (2) standard cinder blocks
Build Steps:

1. Measure, mark, and
cut your 2x4s into 5-foot
pieces.

2. For the smaller rack,
ay the two cinderblocks
side by side, holes up. For
the larger rack, place two
of the cinderblocks at ei-
ther end of the length of the
landscape timber, holes up.
Place the third cinderblock
in the middle of the other
two to work as support.

3. For the larger rack, lay
the two lawn timber planks

across the cinderblocks and
then check to ensure they’re
level.

4. For the smaller rack,
turn the 2x4s so the wide
sides are facing inwards.
For the larger rack, place the
cut 2x4 pieces into the holes
of the cinderblocks, small
sides facing inwards.

5. To ensure the security
of your build, resituate the
two lawn timbers so they’re
as tightly placed against the
2x4 planks as possible.

6. Load up your wood!

To view the full video
tutorial, visit Exmark’s

Backyard Life site at https://
backyard.exmark.com, a
multimedia destination that
provides homeowners with
everything from grilling
tips and design projects to
gardening and lawn care ad-
vice.

“Our firewood rack
gives you plenty of storage
so you can keep your bon-
fire blazing for an entire
party. It’s also one of the
simplest builds we’ve ever
done, and you’ll be able to
make quick work of it over
your weekend downtime,”
says Briggs.

Home cleaning hack

Many would love to spend less time spruc-
ing up and more time with family and friends.
This is when a few good cleaning hacks can
come in handy.

Use ice to clean your garbage disposal

Alot of crud goes down your kitchen sink
drain. If you have a garbage disposal, it can
get dirty and stinky over time. The blades of
the disposal system are dangerous to clean
directly, so instead, toss in a few ice cubes
and run the system for a minute. Better yet,
freeze a bit of lemon or orange rind into the
cubes to clean the blades and leave behind a
fresh scent.

Use biobased cleaners and
reusable cloths

Avoid bringing toxins into your home

by using biobased products, like the new
USDA Certified Biobased Bona All-Purpose
Cleaner. As one of only a few 99% biobased
surface cleaners available, it’s safe for all
the surfaces in the home while still being
tough on grease and grime. In addition, skip
the wasteful paper towel by using washable
and reusable microfiber cloths, like the Bona
Microfiber Cleaning Cloths. These new cloths
are customized forevery cleaning chore - from
the kitchen cloth’s tight zig-zag weaves to
catch food particles, to the bathroom cloth’s
looser zig-zag design to help clean hair and
soap scum. Made from 80% post-consumer
recycled material, these cleaning cloths can
be washed and re-used up to 300 times.

FARM WIRING GRANTS
AVAILABLE — GET UPTO
$20,000 TO HELP UPDATE

YOUR DAIRY FARM'S
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
AND UP TO $10,000
TO HELP WITH YOUR
NON-DAIRY FARM.

Call the Business Solutions Center
for details 800-481-4700.

@ XcelEnergy’
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Home renovations pro-
vide a host of benefits. Such
projects can increase resale
value and improve on the
safety, aesthetics and func-
tionality of a home.

Some homeowners may
employ the mantra “go big
or go home” when they
embark on home improve-
ments, thinking that only the
largest renovations produce
noticeable change. Various
smaller renovations can pro-
vide a lot of bang for home-
owners’ bucks as well.

* Countertops (and hard-
ware): A complete kitchen
overhaul may stretch some
homeowners’ budgets.
However, changing an older
countertop for a new mate-
rial can provide the facelift
a kitchen needs. And while
changing the cabinets may
be homeowners’ ultimate
goal, swapping hardware
in dated finishes for newer
handles and pulls can pro-
vide low-cost appeal.

¢ Paint: Painting a space
is an inexpensive improve-

Home Improvement Guide

Small renovations that can make a big impact

ment that adds maximum
impact. Paint can transform
dark and drab rooms into
bright and airy oases. Paint
also can be used to create an
accent wall or cozy nooks.
Homeowners also can
showcase their personalities
with their choice of paint
colors.

* Lighting: Homeowners
should not underestimate
whata change in lighting can
do. When rooms or exterior
spaces are illuminated, they
take on entirely new looks.

It’s worth it to invest in new
lighting, whether it’s a dra-
matic hanging light over the
dining room table or task
lighting in dim spaces.

* Weatherproofing: Im-
proving windows, doors,
weatherstripping and  in-
sulation in a home can of-
fer visual appeal and help
homeowners save money.
The initial investment may
be significant, but those
costs will pay off in energy
savings. According to One
Main Financial, space heat-

ing is the largest energy ex-
pense the average American
homeowner has, accounting
for around 45 percent of all
energy costs.

e Mudroom: Turn an
entryway into a more func-
tional space with the addi-
tion of cabinets, benches
or custom-designed storage
options that perfectly fit the
area. Cubbies and cabinets
can corral shoes, umbrellas,
hats, bags and much more.

» Accent updates: Any
space, whether it’s inside

SEPTEMBER 25, 2023

or outside a home, can get a
fresh look with new decora-
tive accents. Invest in new
throw pillows and even
slipcovers for living room
sofas. Use new tile, or paint
the brick on a fireplace in a
den, then update the mantel
with decorative displays.
Purchase wall art that can
bring different colors into a
room. Change the cushions
on deck furniture and buy
color-coordinated planters.

GRAVELY ¥

ARIENS APEX

Starting at $5,899 ¢ 5210

0% for 48 months

$250 Instant Rebate

(991159-52” Kawasaki)
« Comfortable High Back Seat w/Arm Rest
+ 7.5 mph Ground Speed
* Fabricated 10 Gauge Commercial
Deck
+ ZT-3100 Commercial
Transaxles
+ Available in 52“ or
60“ deck size
+ Available with FR
Kawasaki engine

MAHINDRA eMAX 20 S MAHINDRA 1640

eMax 20 S - 19HP w/Loader 1640 40HP HST w/Loader
Normally $15,290 SALE PRICE... Normally $28,396

$13,890 $26,996

or $800 cash discount or $2,000 cash discount

0% FOR 84 MONTHS, 0% FOR 84 MONTHS,
$0 cash down, With approved credit $0 cash down, With approved credit

MISSION SNOWMOBILE TRAILERS Wacker-Neuson

Mission Crossover/Hybrid Two Place Construction Equipment
Snowmobile Trailers 101” x 12’ WACKER

Colors: Black, White, Silver, Charcoal, Red, Blue
Union Trailer Standard Features: N EUSON
-30” x 72” front access door
-Side step
-Side door on driver side
-Galvanized axle & wheels £
-Reverse tapered ramp door edge
-LowPro Ski Guides and

Track Mats on door & box
-Premium light package

Sale Price $7,450

Starting at $3,899

0% for 48 months

$250 Instant Rebate

(918002-42” Kawasaki)
+ High Back Comfort Seat w/Seat
Springs & Arm Rests
* 7 mph Ground Speed
* 4 1/2“ Fabricated Deck
« Full Tubular Frame \
* Available in 42” or
52” deck size
+ Available with FR
Kawasaki engine

$82/MO

FOR SALE OR RENT!
CALL FOR DETAILS!

2.99% for 72 months or
Huge Cash Discounts!

Call for Details!
REBATE PROGRAM & FINANCING RATE SUBJECT TO EXPIRE END OF SEPTEMBER

1307 122nd Street,
Chippewa Falls, WI

715-930-1066

www.uniontrailer.com
M-F 8AM - 5:30 PM

TRAILER & POWER EQUIPMENT SAT. 8 AM - Noon

*Free delivery within 60 miles for units over $4,500 and within 15 miles over $2,500
“all monthly payments are with approved credit, $0 down and taxes and fees not included

DELIVERY

WITHIN
60 MILES*
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(StatePoint) Home orga-
nizing is more than a trend;
it’s a lifestyle. From stream-
ing shows demonstrating
how to color-code your
pantry to magazines offer-
ing tips to unclutter quickly
and even a litany of organi-
zation products, there’s an
abundance of information
in the world of home orga-
nization. Yet, despite all this
great content, younger gen-
erations still struggle with
staying organized. In fact, a

Home Improvement Guide

New survey reveals Gen Z and millennials
struggle to keep a tidy home

ing with messy family mem-
bers is another top challenge.
Less than half of Gen Z and
millennials say their spouses
and children pick up after
themselves, and more than
40% wish their significant
other was neater/tidier at
home. Most Gen Z and mil-
lennials (nearly 64%) feel
they are the best at staying
organized at home compared
to others they live with:
about 30% of Gen Z say
their parents are the tidiest
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Fs= Rural Mutual

Matt Rhodes '™rance Company

your agent for
Jackson County &
surrounding areas.

1 Main St., Black River Falls, Wl 54615
Offlce 715-284-2522 - Cell: 608-396-1619

mrhodes@ruralins.com
Call me for a quote!

505

recent survey conducted by
Pollfish on behalf of Duck
brand finds that nearly 75%
of Gen Z and millennials,
ages 16 to 42, need a better
organizing system or routine
at home. Here’s what these
generations struggle with the
most:

Clutter is Chaos: While
about half of Gen Z and mil-

and 16% of millennials say
their partner is the neatest.
Personal Preference: A
quick and easy installation is
at the top of their priority list
when it comes to picking an
organizing system, but 29%
of Gen Z also favors styl-
ish and modern aesthetics.
Among the products they’re

S

lennials clean and organize
up to an hour a day, they
still have an issue with clut-
ter. The survey finds that the
kitchen counter is the biggest
clutter hotspot, and car or
house keys are the top mis-
placed items. Among their
worst  organizing habits,
54% of the younger genera-
tions throw everything into
a junk drawer, while 40%
say they don’t hang up their
purse or jacket. Additionally,
their top challenges to stay-
ing tidy are too much clutter
and not enough room.

General Contractor ~ Neillsville
New Construction * Remodeling
Serving Local Communities

715-743-7473

willing to try, Gen Z is more
likely to use shelves while
millennials chose a wall or-
ganizer. As for the cost, most
will spend $26 to $50 on or-
ganizing products.

Space-Saving Solutions:
More than 75% of survey
respondents feel they have
limited space to store items
and 70% wish their back-
packs, jackets and hats were
better organized.

From the entryway to the
garage, Duck brand’s Easy-
Mounts Heavy-Duty Dry-
wall Hooks and Heavy-Duty
Drywall Tool Holders help

Organizational tools can minimize mess and stress at
home for all generations, providing a less is more lifestyle
with clutter-free home spaces.

Contributed photo

areas and give out-of-place
belongings, such as key,
bags and garage gear, a des-
ignated home while keep-
ing them off the floor. The
universal mounting system
comes in a modern matte
finish and installs in drywall
without the need for tools,
solving the problem of lim-
ited storage.

home organization, visit
Tidy Up with Duck brand at
www.duckbrand.com.
While some factors are
beyond one’s control, such
as the amount of storage
space available and the be-
havior of housemates, smart
organizational tools can
minimize mess and stress at
home, for all generations.

Family Dynamics: Liv-

: For other expert tips on
restore order to high-traffic P P

* Well Reconditioning

* Well Abandonment

* Pressure Systems

* Backhoe Service for
the Small Jobs

& Pump Service

Eleva
715-287-3525 . Upderground Water
Lic #8217 Lines

Call For Free Estimates

SCOTT

« Lot Clearing
0 Yard Tree Removal

LARSON PLUMBING & PUMPS, uic

Lucas Larson « Bruce Larson
Office: 608-864-0871
After Hours: 608-525-0170

Blair - MP #220481

608 864- 1243 BI

“Don’t sleep with a drip...call a plumber.”

|r W| Ask for a FREE WATER TEST today!

»""-w

e e

DES|

‘/MM&W

« Design/Construction
- Retaining Walls/Patios

- Lawns & Planting Beds
« Qutdoor Rooms
- Land Clearing

« Trees, Shrubs, Perennials
- Lawn Care Applications

- Paver Walkways

- Landscape Supplies
(Topsoil, Rock, Mulch)

Jason Oslie | N5186 State Hwy. 54, Black River Falls, W

FALL TIPS

from
\ Northern Investment Company!

Maximizing Curb Appeal: Preparing Your Home for a Quick Sale

A well maintained exterior can make a lasting impression and attract buyers seeking
to settle in before snowfall. To ensure a quick and successful sale, it’s essential to
focus on curb appeal. Start by repairing any visible wear and tear. Perhaps consider a
professional power wash or a fresh coat of paint on fencing. Add a welcoming touch
with a colorful front door and updated hardware. By taking these steps to enhance
your homes curb appeal, you’ll increase its desirability and stand out in the still,
competitive real estate market.

Discover Northern Investment Company: Experienced Real Estate
Professionals

We have a team of experienced real estate professionals who can help you navigate
the market and will work with you to ensure a stress-free process from start to finish.
Whether you have a farm, vacant or hunting land, or a home to sell, our team of
experts are here to guide you through the process. They will ensure your property
receives unparalleled exposure using 3D virtual tours, drone photography, expertly
crafted newspaper ads, Facebook & Craigslist ads, MLS affiliation, and other online
resources. Our team is committed to staying ahead of the curve using the latest mar-
keting techniques.

Let Us Help You Achieve Your Real Estate Goal,

Call An NIC Agent Today!

Josh Baecker- 715.533.4114
Jacob Lallemont- 608.863.3928
Jamie Back- 715.797.0802
Jackie Hanson- 715.797.3332

L : Jeanne Carlson- 715.533.4444

REAL EFESTATE Amy Mayer- 715.456.1790

www.NorthernInvestment.Com

A L [

[ Northern Investment Company|
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Top five benefits of laminate flooring:
a must-read guide for homeowners

(BPT) — With changing
temperatures, laminate floor-
ing tends to outperform oth-
er options, offering durabil-
ity that can stand up to snow,
mud, puddles and more.

Laminate flooring has
made a massive comeback
in recent years, as builders
and interior designers have
embraced the material with
renewed enthusiasm. Lami-
nate is more refined than
ever, offering sophisticated
style options and impressive
durability without the exces-
sive cost of other flooring
materials.

Here’s what every home-
owner should know about
the benefits of laminate
flooring so they can make
the best choice for their
home improvement projects:

Durability

Jennifer Meska, direc-
tor of merchandising for
LL Flooring, says, “Moist
weather and rainy seasons,
plus everyday spills that hap-
pen all year long, can cause
serious damage to your
floors. With waterproof lam-
inate flooring you can have
peace of mind and be worry-
free for whatever weather
or messy spills might come
your way.”

Affordability

The cost of laminate
flooring is highly appeal-
ing, especially as consumers
are tightening their budgets
and looking for more cost-
effective home improvement
solutions. Laminate flooring
typically starts at around one
dollar per square foot, mak-
ing it an affordable option
with many styles to choose
from.

Style
A design chameleon of

AT LS s weaSEEEE

P

patterns.

Today’s laminate flooring is more refined than ever, offering sophisticated style options
and impressive durability without the excessive cost of other flooring materials. Laminate
is designed to closely replicate the natural look of real hardwood, stone and even mosaic

Contributed photo

sorts, laminate is available
in a huge variety of tones
and textures so you can find
the perfect style option for
your home. Designed to
closely replicate the natural
look of real hardwood, stone
and even mosaic patterns,
laminate flooring offers the
best of both worlds - im-
peccable style and practical
function.

Wood-like options

If you want the look of
wood without the mainte-
nance concerns, laminate is
a go-to choice. With a core
made from wood byprod-
ucts bonded with resins
and a hard plastic surface
protecting the printed de-
sign layer, laminate closely
resembles hardwood in ap-
pearance, texture and depth.

Easy maintenance

General cleaning on
laminate floors is as easy as
using a standard soft-bristle
broom or dust mop on a
weekly basis. If you vacu-
um, be sure to disengage the
beater bar with hard bristles
that can scratch or dull the
surface. For periodic deep
cleans (every two months
is recommended), use a
laminate-friendly  product,
like the Bellawood Floor
Cleaner applied to the mop -
not directly to the floor - and
avoid oil-based cleaning
agents or anything contain-
ing wax or polish.

Not all laminate is
created equal

A lot of laminate on the
market isn’t reliably water-
resistant, which is why it’s
important to look for op-
tions tested and proven to

stand up to the elements.
One high-quality laminate
option is the LL Flooring
Dream Home Collection
that is completely water-
proof, making it a game-
changer when it comes to
selecting flooring for any-
where in your home. Plus,
with a clear aluminum ox-
ide top layer protecting the
boards, this laminate is ex-
ceedingly durable and stain
resistant.

If you’re thinking it’s
time for new flooring, lami-
nate is an excellent choice
for its durability, easy main-
tenance, style and cost. With
so many benefits, it’s a go-to
choice for bathrooms, kitch-
ens, mudrooms, basements
and beyond.
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CLIMATL SR80
/WFA AULHORITY

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

715-937-4252

- Closed cell spray foam

- Attics, crawl spaces, basements,
HVAC ducts, workshops, storage
sheds, hunting blinds and more

INSULATION & MORE
EWS

“WE SPECIALIZE IN

WHOLE-HOUSE
PERFORMANCE.”
Barry Dean Suchla

OWNER
“ I I digts@triwest.net

ENERGY & WEATHERIZATION SOLUTIONS
N38542 Wolfe Rd., Independence
Cell: 608-250-9642 « Office: 715-985-2544

—— DS
D irtiWorki&
Excavating
LLC
Nate Docken, Operator

Galesville - 608-498-1004
docsdirtwork@gmaillcom

Call us for all your Grading, Excavating,
Demolition, Landscaping & Dump Truck services.

¢
b

']

NSEE'A'3'DVIEW

OF YOUR FLOOR PLAN!

Planning a New Home
_or Remodeling Project?
; We can help with our

COMPUTER ASSISTED

CENTRAL BUILDERS
———Supply——

INDEPENDENCE:
GALESVILLE:
THORP:
www.centralbuildersonline.com

DESIGN SYSTEM.

715-985-3321
608-582-3322
715-669-5898

Black River Falls - (715)284-2607
Ettrick - (608)525-2004

Fran’s Heating
& Cooling

o “24-Hour Emergency Service”

Sales~Service~Installation

**When it comes to Heating & Cooling,
do it right the first time!**

P.0. Box 472
Independence, WI 54747
Office: 715-985-2535
franshtg@tcc.coop

TAKE A LOOK INSIDE

TEMPSTA

Heating and Cooling Products

=S

) CLOGEED

Flow-Rite

Pipe & Sewer Services, LLC
Hydro Jetting

Sewer Line Cleaning
Pipeline Video Inspection

Mike Happel, Owner

Phone: 608-582-4793
Mobile: 608-385-1383

WWW.FLOW-RITEDIPE.COM

DRAIN?
GWE US
A CALL!

- Residential
- Agricultural
- Commercial

Buying or Selling a Home? Don’t Go It Alone!

Total Title Services, LLC will help buyers &
sellers through the process of the sale of a
home. We also offer title insurance to protect
your investment. Title insurance eliminates
any risks and losses caused by faults in title
from an event that occurred prior to the
home being sold. Don't go it alone.

Safeqguard and
Protect Your Precious
Home Investment!
Call the professionals at

Total Title Services LLC today,
or visit totaltitleservices.com

«OTALTITLE

Services —

P:715-597-0011 « F: 715-597-6091

13706 Seventh Street, P.O. Box 660, Osseo, Wl 54758
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" CLEANING &

J e "RESTORATION

* Fire * Smoke
* Emergency Water Removal

¢ Air Ducts ¢ Carpet
* Tile * Upholstery
*Janitorial

715-743-4448

www.JKclean.com

QUALITY
SERVICES
REMODELING

Painting, Carpentry,

Bathroom &
Kitchen Remodels,
Tile Work & More!

715-333-2069 Office
847-456-7452 Cell

Nelson Diesel '
& Dozing, LLC.

For all your excavating and g T " ]
aggregate product needs ;

N26111 Leque Lane, Ettrick =
Cell: 608-792-1036 I
FULLY INSURED /0

T g

FREE:
Estima

Tim Voigt,
Career Agent
450 Hewett St.,
Neillsville, WI 54456
Office: 715-743-2800
Fax: 715-743-2909
Cell: 715-797-0025
tvoigt@ruralins.com

F= Rural Mutual

Insurance Company

Black River Country
Insurance Group, LIC %)) <=>

“Premiums Paid Here, Stay Here
to Keep Wisconsin Strong”

Ryan Dillenbeck,
Career Agent
102 E Main St,,
Thorp, WI 54771
Office: 715-669-5400
Fax: 715-669-5865
Cell: 715-937-4247
rdillenbeck @ruralins.com

Neillsville, Wl 54456

Jeremy Boon
Owner

715-429-0228

Call or Text

FREE ESTIMATES FULLY INSURED
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Keep your home cozy in cool weather

(StatePoint) When the
temperatures drop and the
precipitation turns cold, ef-
ficiently keeping your home
cozy and warm is likely a top
priority.

As you make home up-
grades this fall, be sure to
use materials designed to
withstand extreme weather
events and which help man-
age indoor climate control.
Doing so will mean greater
comfort and more affordable
energy bills, not only when
it’s cold, but all year long.

Roofing - As your first
defense against all kinds of
weather, your roof sustains
a lot of wear and tear. Con-
sider prioritizing durability,
strength and weather resis-
tance in a new roof by opting
for metal. The good news?
You can get a classic ap-
pearance with this material,
thanks to updates in roofing
technology. For example, the
energy-saving metal roofing
offered by ProVia has the
textured appearance of natu-
ral slate or shake shingles,
but is constructed of highly
durable 26-gauge steel, for
added strength and lifetime
protection from wind, rain,
hail and corrosion.

Siding - Is your home
ever drafty or chilly when
the temperatures drop and
the wind kicks up? The
culprit may be insufficient
insulation. Keep in mind
that most wall insulation
is placed only between the
studs, and wall studs make
up to 25% of the wall surface
of an average home. You can
fill in these insulation gaps
with insulated vinyl siding
that’s been tested and proven
to increase the R-value (a
measure of a material’s re-

¢ New Construction

* Remodels

(Residential, Agricultural, Commercial)

J. SWENSON
CONSTRUCTION

Services indude general contracting & concrete construction:

* Decorative Concrete
* Poured Walls, ICF Walls, Block Laying
* Flatwork - Driveways, Sidewalks, Floors

Jeremy Swenson ¢ N24410 Lund Coulee, Etirick * 608-386-5611
email: jswenson@jswensonconstruction.com

FREE

estimates on

construction
projects of all
sizes!

J&J

CUSTOM BUILDING AVAILABLE

* Premium 29 gauge steel

* 28 colors in stock

* 40 year warranty

* Custom cut to exact length
* 3’thru 40’in 1” increments

METALS

Roof & Siding Steel & Accessories

« Residential - Pole Sheds « Ag Buildings
Contractors & Walk-ins Welcome!

C%ff;m " Premium
Quality Materials
at Affordable

Prices

J & J Metals
S11500 Co. Rd. G, Augusta, WI 54722

Being of the Amish
faith, we are not
available by phone.

with these upgrades
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Contributed photo

By selecting the right products during a renovation, you can prepare your home for great-
er comfort and energy savings in cool weather. There are a number of design tips that will
help the inside of your home stay warm and comfortable.

sistance to heat flow) of an
exterior wall. One of the
most energy-efficient exte-
rior claddings on the market,
CedarMAX insulated vinyl
siding, is one such choice
that can help reduce energy
bills. Plus, its strong, rigid
foam backing offers greater
impact resistance against
rain, hail, sleet and snow,
making a siding upgrade a
good project to consider be-
fore the first winter storm.
Windows - Windows
are a common point of

heat transfer, and as such,
they play a huge role in the
comfort of your home. It’s
not often that you have to
purchase windows for your
home, but when you do,
you’ll want to ensure that
they deliver the best in en-
ergy efficiency and comfort.
ProVia’s vinyl windows,
for example, are ENERGY
STAR-certified, to help keep
your home warm in winter
(and cool in summer).
Interior décor - You
may not think about your in-

Soak shower heads
in vinegar

There’s nothing like jump-
ing into a shower and looking
forward to a warm cascade of
droplets, only to be met witha
frantic spray with unsatisfying
pressure. Over time, minerals
in the water can build up on
the shower head and block

the flow. An easy solution is
to remove the head and place
in a bowl of vinegar. A quick
soak loosens buildup that you
can easily clean off with a
small brush so your shower
flows again.

terior decorating choices as
something that could poten-
tially improve your home’s
energy efficiency, but many
such updates will not only
make your home look more
cozy, they’ll actually help
keep it warm. Thick area
rugs are a good place to
start, as they provide insu-
lation underfoot. Likewise,
cellular shades or Roman
shades can help stop heat
transfer around windows
and wall tapestries or fab-
ric-like wallpaper can pro-
vide a touch more insula-
tion on walls.

To learn more about
building and renovating
with comfort and energy
savings in mind, visit pro-
via.com.

By selecting the right
products during a renova-
tion, you can prepare your
home for greater comfort
and energy savings in cool
weather.

Halverson

MP# 249851

180 Gebhardt Rd.
Black River Falls, WI 54615

Residential - Commercial
New - Remodeling - Repairs

Plumbing

“If Water Runs Through It..We Do It!”

+ Water Lateral - Septic Systems
* Well & Pump Service «- Water Conditioning
* Fixtures & Supplies * Real Estate Evaluations

Tankless
Heaters

(%8 Smith.

www.halversonplumbing.com

715-284-2556

EXpertise on Warranty Issues
and Insurance Claims

Certainteed Quality Master Shingler/Applicator

Free
Estimates &
Fully
Insured

*Shingles
-Steel
-Soffit & Fascia

*Rubber Roofing

-Siding
*Insulation

For All Types of Buildings,
Residential & Commercial

SIMMONS

ROOFING..

(715) 964-6992
Blair, WI
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(BPT) - Segmental re-
taining wall (SRW) systems
make attractive walls, but
they also are used to build
many beautiful and func-
tional outdoor features for
homeowners and profes-
sionals alike. As the most
versatile resource in a pro-
fessional landscaper’s tool
box, SRWs can also be used
by do-it-yourself landscap-
ers with a little know-how.
Whether you need to transi-
tion a slope, shore up soil or
create beautiful hardscaped
features, one retaining wall
system - the VERSA-LOK
retaining wall system - can
do it all.

YouTube creator and
construction pro Stanley
“Dirt Monkey” Genadek
calls  VERSA-LOK the
“gold standard” of retaining
walls. “VERSA-LOK’s sol-
id, pinned units are superior
to hollow, lipped blocks that
require fill and might trap
water,” says Genadek, who
owns a landscaping and ex-
cavating company in Men-
dota Heights, MN. “It’s the
one block that can do it all.”

“Retaining walls are
most often employed to ad-
dress grade changes in the
landscape and to retain soil,”
says Scott Arnold, manager
of Villa Landscapes, a de-
sign and install landscaping
firm in St. Paul/Minneapo-
lis. “But as the ‘Legos’ of
landscaping tools, retaining
wall units can be used to
create many beautiful and
functional features, such as
outdoor kitchens, fireplaces
and seating.”

Seating

From creating seat walls
to stadium seats, retaining
walls are for sitting. One
popular application is a free-

standing seat wall around a
patio or fire pit. Retaining
walls are perfect to set into
hillsides, such as amphi-
theater seating, where they
retain soil while offering a
place to sit. Other options
include stadium = seating,
replacing cold, noisy and
more expensive aluminum
bleachers as well as a couch
or bench designed with
SRWs.

Functional features

Retaining wall units can
make beautiful tiered gar-
dens, raised garden beds,
planters, tree rings, plus
fire and water features. One
common application is a
raised patio, where retain-
ing wall units serve as a
foundation for a paver patio
surrounded by freestand-
ing walls in place of a wood
deck. Creative homeowners
and installers have used re-
taining wall units for lighted
column posts, waterfalls,
hot tub platforms or mailbox
columns.

Steps/stairs

Going up and down a
slope is easier with solid
stair foundations created
from retaining wall units.
From stairs out the back pa-
tio to steps for access within
a hardscape design, such as
a multi-level patio, retaining
wall units are a safe support
for stair treads and pavers.

Fencing

Keep people moving the
right way with freestand-
ing walls used as fencing
or partitions. A parapet
wall is a back-to-back wall
that serves as a barrier for
vehicles and pedestrians.
Stepped-down  freestand-
ing walls are used alongside
ramps for easy access. Cus-
tom columns designed with
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Five off-the-wall uses
for retaining wall systems

lighting and fencing with
timbers or rail posts can
serve as a fence solution.
Signage

Both residential and
commercial signage can be
created with retaining wall
units. Stately columns with
house numbers at the end
of a driveway, a hardscaped
entrance sign to a com-
munity development or a
mailbox pillar are features

easily created with retaining
wall units. Monument signs
can be built as freestanding
walls, with channel letters, a
signboard or neon mounted
on the surface.

The endless design op-
tions afforded by retaining
wall systems are limited
only by the imagination.
With a variety of colors and
textures, retaining walls can
do it all, beautifully.

Protecting your
items — and
the Earth —

when moving

(StatePoint) Moving is
a big job — and it can be a
wasteful one, too, consider-
ing all of the packing mate-
rial required. Make moving
more sustainable with these
eco-friendly tips:

Space saving: Using
thinner sustainable wrap-
ping to secure your break-
ables avoids the need for
excess storage and boxes.
Flourish Brand Honeycomb
Cushion Wrap, made with
40% recycled content, of-
fers a customizable way to
pack boxes efficiently. The
die-cut honeycomb stretches
easily with interlocking pa-
per that attaches to itself, so
no tape is needed. Once you
unpack, the paper can be di-
rectly recycled or stored to
be reused.

Folding in: Instead of
using tape, fold your box
tops in an interlocked, neat
manner. They’ll stack up
easily inside your vehicle,

maximizing packing space,
plus you won’t need to use
any additional materials.
Unpack your items without
tearing or ripping your box,
then recycle or fold it flat to
store for future use.

Stacking up: Ensure
your plates and serving ware
stay scratch-free by using
a protective layer between
each item. Made of recycled
content, Flourish Brand
100% Recycled Kraft Paper
provides lasting security for
traveling to your new home.

Blanketed: Oversized or
uniquely shaped home décor
can be exceptionally frag-
ile and isn’t always easy to
squeeze into standard stor-
age containers. When pack-
ing your vehicle, incorporate
padding by wrapping these
items in spare blankets,
comforters or oversized
towels. You’ll minimize the
risk of damage to the items
and have zero waste.

Health Insurance Questions?

| CAN HELP YOU.

PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS * HEALTH & LIFE INSURANCE
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS « FINAL EXPENSES
Quality, Affordable Coverage & Excellent Service

v

THE Insurance CENTER

Donna Critzman
800-362-8046 or 608-783-6441

Neither The Insurance Center nor Donna Critzman is connected with the Federal Medicare Program.

We do not offer every plan available in your
area. Any information we provide is limited to
those plans we do offer in your area. Please con-
tact Medicare.gov or 1-800-Medicare to get in-
formation on all of your options. DC1022-2

2 20K
= it 715.577.3376

= = 0SB 515533733

CALL ORTEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE

« LIMB &TREE REMOVAL
« STORM CLEANUP

« STUMP GRINDING

- TREETRIMMING

«13 YEARS EXPERIENCE
« FULLY INSURED

Serving all of Trempealeau County
&3 HD TREE SERVICE

CUSTOM BUILT CABINETS
BATH ¢ OFFICE *FLOATING SHELVES ¢ LOCKERS
* TRIM & MORE for REMODELS & NEW HOMES

STORAGE
UNITS
Small-Large Sizes:

5x10, 10x10,
10x15, 10x20

W14017 Co.Rd. C
Ettrick

608-863-4313
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BROCK AND DECKER
REAL ESTATE,

LLC

Eileen Hediger
715-819-2900

realestatehedlger@ gmail.com
914 N Central Ave., Marshfield, WI

COFFEY'S

»:C‘Ieamng Services

Wantto give an extra-special ym"
Callfogemaill Give a Gift Certificate from
TODAY! Coffey’s Cleaning Services!

WINDOWS e CARPETS © ANY KIND OF FLOORING
715-491-5225 e dcoffey439@gmail.com

We will list your
home for a low, flat,
fair fee of only

zbum

AssnstSell

B Bl

Premium CHoice ReaLty, LLC B s |
Each office independently owned & operated. © 2022, Assist 2 Sell, Inc.

FOREST MULCHING < LAND CLEARING « SNOW REMOVAL

Forest Mulchingis a
special technique in which

715-579-7718
i ol %

underbrush, overgrown trees,

and vegetation are mulched

into fine ECO friendly debris

with limited disturbance to

the soil. The mulch will inhibit

the growth of undesired vegetation and helps
prevent soil erosion. Once your land is cleared it will
have a clean, professional “park-like” setting.

Call Bladewerx today for a FREE Estimate.

MORTGAGES

Make it o
a home.) Vg 8

Let our team move the process of building,
buying, or refinancing your home forward!

Fixed Rate Loans
Construction Loans
Home Equity/HELOC

WHEDA Loans

wil Cellcom ¥ 12:48 PM 78 0% .

@ forwardbank.martgagewebcenter.com ()
(@I ORWARD
L) BANK

What would you like to do today?

(/\FORWARD
BANK

www.forward.bank

Wilbur Yoder ~ Owner
N2150 Tower Rd, Melrose, Wl 54642

20 Years Experience”
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- Carpet & Upholstery
« Water Extractions

« Stain Removals

« RV & Camper

A\XN \ Y Tile & Grout
\ « Pet Urine
\o“Foho /
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL n ro

BB CLEANING
20429 W. Ridge Ave., Galesville - 715-530-0676

(BPT) Real estate in-
dustry sources report that
home purchases are rising
once again, despite record
high prices and interest
rates, and many of these
new homeowners might be
strapped for cash should an
unforeseen issue occur. As
a homeowner, you need to
make time for routine main-
tenance to keep your home
in good condition. Regular
maintenance can help reduce
the possibility of costly and
time-consuming repairs.

“We’re taught to have our
vehicle’s motor oil changed
every few thousand miles to
keep it in good running con-
dition, and a home is no dif-
ferent in that it needs regular
attention too,” said Bonnie
Lee, Mercury Insurance vice
president of property claims.
“Putting off tasks until some-
thing breaks or needs repair
can lead to much larger and
more expensive headaches.”

Four areas homeowners
should check regularly to
keep it safe include:

TLC for the airways.
Heating, ventilating and
air conditioning (HVAC)
is the system that keeps the
temperature inside a home
comfortable. In order to not
only keep running costs low
but also extend the life of it,
owners need to give it love
and attention. A small leak or
failure to replace an air filter
) could cause your annual en-
ergy bill to skyrocket.

A dirty air filter is the
most common cause of
problems for an HVAC sys-
tem. When the air filter is
dirty, the blower has to work
harder to force air through
the debris, increasing the
system’s energy consump-
tion or overworking its capa-
bilities. Regularly checking,
cleaning and replacing your
filters can help prevent this
problem.

“The last thing a home-
owner wants to deal with

For Any Excavation Needs

—— Whitehall, W ——

Eric & Mackenzie Mueller, Owners

We specialize in structural pesticide applications for
dealing with small rodents, ants, wasps, asian beetles
and box elder bugs. Call now to make an appointment!

OFFERING .. ..

¢ Full Tree Removal

* Tree Trimming

* Storm/Brush Cleanup

* Bucket Truck Work

* Forestry Food Plot Clearing

¢ Log Sawing, Kiln Drying, Misc. Molding and Much More |

¢ Residential Doors, Poly Jams, I
Commercial Doors

 Multiple Slider Windows In Stock

e Special Orders Available on Single
& Double Hung Windows

~ Short Lead Times ~
N9126 Cty Rd O, Greenwood WI 54437

i

illworks LLC —

See Us

For Your
Lumber
Needs

& Building Materials L/

Call us for a Free Quote

715-503-8196

Closed Sundays

LAM-PLY TRUSS

- More Open

- Additional

: Ceiling Height
Ll \ - Fewer

: : Obstructions

STORAGE BUILDINGS

Check ouy

. ir brices op
featuring 'fs;ff for your new home
Lam-Ply Trusses Wl be surprigeqy

- Easy Construction
- Lower cost per sq. ft.

See us for all your
Lumber & Building Materials
« All Dimension Lumber
-Plywood - Steel

~N

888-525-5878
Independence
www.starwoodrafters.com
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Taking care of a home is more

than surface deep

is an unexpected cost, es-
pecially one that can be as
expensive as having to re-
place a furnace or air condi-
tioner,” said Lee. “If you’re
concerned about having to
come up with the funds to
replace a system that fails
before reaching the end of
its life expectancy, there are
insurance coverages.”

Look up at what protects
you. The first step of roof
inspection begins inside the
home. Look for damp spots
or water stains on the ceiling
or for cracked plaster along
the wall as these can be
signs of water damage. Dur-
ing dry, warm months, con-
duct a visual examination of
your roof’s exterior for any
cracked or missing shingles.
Notice if you have to trim
back tree branches that
make contact with the roof,
as they can cause damage. If
you suspect it needs atten-
tion, contact an experienced
roofer who can perform a
thorough inspection with
drones and provide a condi-

tion report. Remember, roof
repairs required because of
damage caused by severe
weather are covered by your
insurance. Roof repairs that
are necessary due to lack of
maintenance, age, or stan-
dard wear and tear are not.

Clean the gutters. Gut-
ters are necessary to di-
rect water away from your
home’s foundation. Their
exposure to the elements
means that they need to be
cleaned and inspected regu-
larly. While cleaning out
dirt and leaves, make sure
the gutters are securely at-
tached to your house. The
weight of heavy snowfall,
rain and dirt can cause gut-
ters to loosen and pull away
from the home.

“Our data shows that
routine maintenance means
lower homeowner costs by
addressing small issues be-
fore they become problem-
atic,” said Lee.

Preparing for extreme
weather. What might have
been considered once-in-
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a-lifetime extreme weather
events in the past are now
becoming more frequent.
Natural weather events,
such as flooding, cause bil-
lions of dollars in property
damage every year. Home-
owners must be aware of all
perils that can impact their
homes as well as the type of
coverage needed. Damages
caused by an earthquake or
storm flooding, for example,
are not covered by a stan-
dard homeowner’s policy.
Homeowners may want to
consider purchasing policies
or endorsements specifically
designed to cover such per-
ils.

A few minutes a day to
inspect and take care of your
home can make a difference.
Make sure to review what
policy coverages and home
warranties are in place be-
fore issues arise and take
care of routine maintenance
before it becomes a bigger
problem. This will help you
keep a happy and safe home.

How homeowners can turn
attics into livable spaces

Houses typically feature
various areas that are tradi-
tionally designed for stor-
age, such as garages, base-
ments and attics. However,
with some renovation, these
spaces can be transformed
into livable areas.

Homeowners who would
like to convert attics into
livable spaces need to take
certain things into consid-
eration before starting an
improvement project. While
the attic may seem like it
has plenty of room and is
structurally sound enough to
walk in, that’s not necessar-
ily so. To be converted into
usable living space, an attic
must be brought up to the
standards of modern build-
ing codes, according to the
design experts at Board &
Vellum. Retrofitting beams
and insulation can eat up
available space in an attic.
Thus, it is best to consult an
expert to see if an attic can
be converted.

Furthermore, an attic that
was not initially designed as
a room when the house was
built can add extra “load”
upstairs if it is converted.
That could present certain
structural problems. That
means a structural engineer

st

g

also must be consulted to
see if adding beams, flooring
and drywall will necessitate
other changes elsewhere in
the home to accommodate
the extra load.

In order to have a func-
tional attic room, building
codes will dictate that it
needs to be accessible by a
full-size staircase. Also, it
will need to have another
exit in case of an emergency
so that will likely be an ac-
cessible window, according
to the home information site,
The Fill. Homeowners’ bud-
gets and renovation plans
will need to factor into these
considerations. Homeown-
ers also are advised to check
local permits to determine
what else may be required to
go forward. It is best to fol-
low the rules. Lack of a per-
mit for work can affect the
ability to sell a home down
the line.

Individuals also should
plan for heating and cool-
ing upgrades, as the home
will need to have ductwork
installed in the attic, or at
the least, a stand-alone heat-
ing and cooling unit. As heat
rises, it can get quite warm
in an attic, so ventilation
and comfort should be con-

- &

| Breezeway Furniture |

W16130 Co. Rd. C, Taylor, WI 54659 « Joseph Gingerich, Owner

sidered. The attic will need
to be wired for electricity
for lighting and other needs.
Air sealing and additional
insulation can make the at-
tic space more comfort-
able as well. Consult with a
qualified electrician and an
HVAC (heating, ventilation
and air conditioning) techni-
cian and have an energy au-
dit done to discuss needs.

Attic renovations can
give homeowners more
space in their homes, which
can be used as offices, bed-
rooms or cozy corners. This
is no small undertaking and
all of the right steps need
to be followed to ensure a
legal, safe and successful
renovation.

Y 1~ Large Inventory of Quality, Handmade Bedroom Sets,

Dining Room Sets and Interior Decor

)
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What to know about replacmg gutters

Certain home renovation
projects are more glamorous
than others. A remodeled
kitchen is sure to garner its
share of “oohs and aahs,”
while a newly paved drive-
way is much less likely to
dazzle guests.

A gutter replacement is
another job that might not
have the wow factor. But
fully functioning gutters are
a must and can help to pre-
vent potentially expensive
roof damage. Gutters rarely
draw attention, but home-
owners can keep an eye out
for signs that indicate gut-
ters need to be replaced.

Signs gutters should be
replaced

Various signs indicate
it’s time to replace exist-
ing gutters. Homeowners
should act promptly if any
of the following signs arise,
as poorly functioning gut-
ters can make it hard for
water to get into the down-
spouts, ultimately pushing it
backward and likely under-
neath roof shingles, where
the result can be costly wa-
ter damage - peeling paint,
cracks, pooling water in the
gutter, mildew in the gut-
ter, which can sometimes be
seen even from the ground,
water damage (water dam-
age on the gutter can be
limited to certain spots and

will be noticeable on the un-
derside of the gutter), soffit
damage, sagging gutters, de-
tached gutters, which can be
detached from other pieces
or the house, and rust.

Who should replace gut-
ters? Many home improve-
ments can be completed
successfully by skilled do-
it-yourselfers, but a gutter
replacement is best left to
the professionals. Home-
owners who live in single-
story homes may be able to
replace gutters on their own,
but the issues that can arise
when gutters are not func-
tioning at optimal capacity
make this a job best suited
to professionals, even in res-
idences without high roofs.

Some gutters may be
under a manufacturer’s war-
ranty, so homeowners can
check to see if their gutters
qualify for a free upgrade.
Experience is one of the best
reasons to work with a pro-
fessional gutter installation
team. Experienced profes-
sionals can identify which
gutters are the best fit based
on a host of factors, includ-
ing the pitch of the roof, lo-
cal conditions and the size
of the house. In addition,
gutter installation requires
the use of various tools that
many DIYers may not have
on hand, which can cut into
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Contributed photo
Fully functioning gutters are a must and can help to pre-
vent potentially expensive roof damage. Gutters rarely
draw attention, but homeowners can keep an eye out for
signs that indicate gutters need to be replaced. It’s best to
work with a professional gutter installation team who can
identify which gutters are the best fit based on a host of
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www.steenconstruction.com )
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Call me today!
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REMPX
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Cell: 715-299-6992
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and the size of the house.

factors, including the pitch of the roof, local conditions

the cost savings of doing the
project yourself.
Homeowners also
should not underestimate
the challenges of working
on ladders that are high up
off the ground. Profession-
als are accustomed to such
challenges, while DIYers
may not be comfortable or
used to climbing ladders

with materials and tools in
hand.

A gutter replacement is a
worthwhile investment that
can ensure rain water effi-
ciently and effectively runs
through gutters and away
from the roof. Leaving this
task to the professionals can
ensure the job is done right.

Pre-winter perennial pruning advice

Pruning is one of the
keys to keeping perennials
coming back for years to
come, and fall is an ideal
time to take on this impor-
tant task. According to the
Old Farmer’s Almanac,
some perennials can be cut
down after the first killing
frost, while others can be
left to benefit wildlife, in-
cluding birds and insects.
Understanding pruning and
when to do it this fall can
help gardeners lay a strong

foundation for their gardens
that will benefit them next
spring.

Cutting these plants
down to the ground after
several hard frosts allows
the base of the plant to re-
main dormant over the win-
ter but makes the plant less
hospitable to disease and
insects.

The first step to pruning
perennials is to recognize
which need to be pruned
and which can be left in-

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
BLACK RIVER FALLS

PH: 115-284-91017

RAYNOIR

GARAGE DOORS &

OPERATORS

Sales & Service

New Construction

or Remodels

THE LAST FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONER
YOU'LL EVER HAVE TO BUY.

WANT SOMETHING THAT REALLY LASTS?
Get an Amana® brand 96% Variable-Speed Furnace and
Ultron® 16 Air Conditioner for your home. e

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:

We are so confident about their lasting power if the patented stainless
steel heat exchanger, recuperative coil, or compressor ever fails on you,
we will replace the entire unit for free as long as you own it. -

Plumbing - New Construction - Remodels
Light Commercial « Service Work « Septic Systems
Heating « Boilers « Air Conditioning « In-Floor Hea

tact for the winter. The Old
Farmer’s Almanac notes
that bee balm and phlox are
prone to powdery mildew
and should be cut back once
they’re gone. Hostas har-
bor slug eggs, so they, too,
should be pruned after a
hard frost. Hosta leaves that
have fallen on the ground
should be removed as well.
Hardy geraniums do not
require pruning in the fall.
Hardy perennials like gar-
den mums are more likely

to survive a cold winter if
theyre left intact. That’s be-
cause the tops of such plants
will collect leaves and snow
for insulation and moisture
over the course of winter.
Gardeners need not rush
to prune perennials in the
fall. Diseased or infested
plants can be pruned at the
first sight of disease or in-
festation, but gardeners can
wait until several hard frosts
have occurred before they
prune healthy perennials.

ALALVORCEN

LUMBER COMPANY LLC

Your Local Full-Service Lumberyard
Downtown Arcadia ¢ 608-323-3645

Let Halvorsen Lumber make
all of your new-home dreams
come true with their
computer-aided home layout
program.

Stop in today & see what they have
in store for your next project!
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(BPT) - Balancing
beauty with practicality is
a common challenge when
renovating and upgrading a
home. Designers are creat-
ing concepts and products
to make life easier while
adding visually appealing
elements. Popular trends es-
pecially cater to tech-savvy
homeowners looking for in-
novative products that can
make their home lives more
convenient.

If you want to create a
home that combines per-
sonal style with practical-
ity, check out five top home
trends for 2023 and beyond.

Wide open spaces

Homeowners are look-
ing for ways to create more
space in their homes to in-
crease their square footage
and functionality. According
to the National Kitchen and
Bath Association, 74 per-
cent of homeowners want to
tear down walls to open up
the kitchen to other areas of
the home. These open spac-
es allow for rooms to have
multiple functions. Whether
you want to work, learn, en-
tertain or relax, opening up
the design and architecture
of your home will make it
easier to flow throughout
your day.

Design and function

There’s no need to
choose between beauty and
practicality. Today’s modern
appliance brands are find-
ing the intersection of de-
sign and function for home-
owners who want the best
of both worlds. The latest

counter depth refrigerators
are great examples of how
you don’t have to sacrifice
space for design or vice ver-
sa.

One such sleek, stain-
less-steel fridge from LG
offers maximum food stor-
age in a small footprint, cre-
ating a more stylish kitchen
that sits flush with cabinetry
and offers a built-in look.
Thanks to “InstaView” tech-
nology, you can check the
inside without opening the
refrigerator door by knock-
ing twice on the mirror-
coated glass panel that il-
luminates, reducing cold air
loss.

This refrigerator can also
keep food fresh longer with
advanced cooling technolo-
gies. With its convertible
drawer, featuring adjustable
dividers and five tempera-
ture settings, there’s plenty
of space and flexibility to
store and preserve your fa-
vorite foods.

Sustainability matters

Like many other indus-
tries, sustainability is a pop-
ular trend for kitchens. Ac-
cording to a 2023 Kitchen
Trends survey by Houzz, 92
percent of homeowners are
incorporating  sustainable
features when renovating
kitchens. From LED lights
to water-efficient fixtures
and Energy Star-certified
appliances, homeown-
ers are looking for ways to
make more environmentally
friendly choices in their
homes.

Sustainability goes be-

Home Improvement Guide

Renovation inspiration: top five home trends that
combine elegance and purpose

yond efficiency of natural
resources and both home-
owners and designers are
taking that into account.
Most of the designers sur-
veyed at KBIS said that,
when recommending prod-
ucts, they oftentimes con-
sider the manufacturer’s
sustainability practices.
Steam power

Many appliances show-
cased at KBIS 2023 harness
the power of steam. From
steam ovens to steam clos-
ets, companies are innovat-
ing appliances to make a
homeowner’s  day-to-day
life cleaner and tidier with
minimal fuss.

For example, sneaker-
heads and shoe lovers will
appreciate the LG Styler
ShoeCare and ShoeCase,
which offers a novel way to
clean, organize and display
footwear. ShoeCare uses
steam technology to sterilize
and deodorize shoes inside
and out. Whether leather,
suede or sports footwear,
you’ll find the right controls
to refresh your shoes be-
tween uses.

Meanwhile, the Styler
ShoeCase offers a modern,
streamlined shoe storage
solution to organize and dis-
play your shoe collection.
Transparent panels allow
users to display and store
their footwear in an ideal
environment that protects
against humidity and fab-
ric-decolorating UV light.
When combined, you’ll
have a total shoe care solu-
tion that extends the life of
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Designers are creating concepts and products to make life easier while adding visually
appealing elements. Popular trends especially cater to tech-savvy homeowners looking
for innovative products that can make their home lives more convenient. According to a
recent survey, homeowners said their dream kitchen remodel focuses on increasing space,
with 50 percent of respondents saying they were specifically looking for an extra-large
refrigerator.

your shoes while providing
convenient storage.

Space and versatility

Space and versatility are
top of mind to homeown-
ers. According to a recent
survey, homeowners said
their dream kitchen remodel
focuses on increasing space,
with 50 percent of respon-
dents saying they were
specifically looking for an
extra-large refrigerator.

A larger fridge doesn’t
just mean more room. It also
means more flexibility for
food storage. For example,
one luxury brand, Signature
Kitchen Suite, has leaned
into this trend by launching
the industry’s first 48-inch
French-door refrigerator. It
offers a combination of spa-
cious capacity, preservation
technology to ensure food
freshness, smart organiza-

tion and a sleek design. It’s
also equipped with ThinQ
Care technology that pro-
actively monitors the appli-
ance and alerts homeowners
if needed.

Are you ready to start
on your kitchen upgrades?
You’ll be ahead of the curve
in style and functionality
by incorporating a couple
(or all!) of these trends into
your home renovations.

Removing those now pesky leaves

Mulching your leaves — rather than raking and bagging —
is good for your lawn and the environment. As shredded leaves
decompose, they feed your lawn naturally.
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Clip this coupon and redeem on day of installation.

One coupon per offer. No cash value.
*Excludes new construction.

|
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‘ . @ Make the Most of Your Mow, with a new Lawn Tractor or Zero-turn!

i C L. Easy operation, intuitive controls, and a comfortable ride... A precision cut is just the beginning.

S110 Lawn Tractor S$220 Lawn Tractor X330 Select Series X350 Select Series X390 Select Series
$2,599

$2,999 $3,799 w2 deck $4,599 w/s8” deck $6,699 w/s8” deck 7 e

-19 hp V-twin Cyclonic engine - 22 hp V-twin Cyclonic engine - 22 hp V-twin Cyclonic engine + 215 hp V-twin Kawasaki engine + 22 hp Kawasaki V-twin engine
+ 42-in. Edge™ mower deck « 42-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck - 42 or 48-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck - 42 or 48-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck +48 or 54-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck
- Twin Touch foot pedal controls - Twin Touch foot pedal controls - Twin Touch foot pedal controls - Twin Touch foot pedal controls - Power steering, Hydraulic lift

+ 2-Yr/120-hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty' - 3-Yr/200-hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty' - 4-Yr/300-hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty' - 4-Yr/300-hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty' -+ 4-Yr/300-hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty'

$300 OFF + 0% APR ¢ for 60 months'
on new X500 Tractors and Z500 Mowers Add 2 more years of coverage for only $100 with Tractor Central’s extended powertrain warranty!’

Navigate Challenging Terrain with Ease!

X570 Select Series X590 Select Series
$9,699 sale

Z370R ZTrak™ Electric Mower $6,399
7515E ZTrak™ Electric Performance Without Compromise

$7,499 sale, 48" deck

Mower $4,799 Mow up to 2 acres on one charge
$300 off Plus oo cs o
0% for 60 months!?  Simplified maintenance: No oil to change,

belts to replace, grease points,engine
air filters to clean or replace, or fuel
stabilizer needed for storage.

Charge with standard 3-prong extension cord!

- 24hp V-twin Kawasaki engine - 25.5 hp V-twin Kawasaki EFl engine - 24hp B&S V-twin engine

- 48 or 54-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck - Power steering, hydraulic lift +54-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck - 700 watt electric motor - 3.2 kWh (3.56 max) Sealed lithium-ion battery
- Traction assist - 54-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck - Foot deck lift - 42-in. Accel Deep™ mower deck - Zero operating emissions & no engine noise
- Spring-assist deck lift - Traction assist, Electronic throttle control - 8.5 MPH forward speed - Premium controls, LED lights - Fully adjustable operator’s station

* 4-yr/500-hr Bumper-to-bumper warranty' - 4-yr/500-hr bumper-to-bumper warranty' - 4-Yr/300-hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty' ~ * 5-Year/200-hr. battery warranty' - 3-Yr/200-hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty'

Small Tractors + Big Options = BIG Impact.

Unlock your tractor’s potential with more than 20 easy-to-swap implements!
— 4

The Power of 10 W&

Tractor Central includes a 10-Year Limited Powertrain
Warranty with new 1-4 Series Compact Tractors!*

10 Year Extended Warranty

0 (y APR fixed rate
O for 60 months?
or additional $1,000 off
with cash purchase!

S

|

Saowg @

O(y APR fixe . - —— 1 R : i ¢
O for 60 months? Ocy APR fixed rate A
or additional $500 off O for 60 months? RE : 9
1025R Tractor, Loader, & Mower Deck: $20,999 . withcash purchase! or additional $1500 off g it 2 T o e =

- 239hp, 3-cylinder diesel engine with cash purchase! )

- 4-Wheel Drive 2032R Tractor, Loader, & Rear Blade: $30,999

€ B s ;
2025R Tractor, Loader, & Mechanical Grapple: $25,999

- 120R Quick-park loader - 2ho. 3-cvlinder diesel endi « - Wheel dri ) - 25hp, 3-cylinder diesel engine - 4-Wheel drive

- Power steering P, 2-cylinder |ese. engine o ee .r|ve, power steferlng - Two-range hydrostatic transmission - Power steering

- 6-yr/2000 hr. Powertrain warranty’ - Two-range hydrostatic transmission - LED headlights & fender lights - 120R Quick-park loader with Single-point hydraulic connection
- 220R Quick-park loader connects and detaches tool-free! - MG20F Mechanical Grapple

- 6-yr/2,000 hr. Powertrain warranty’' - RB2072 72-in. Rear blade - 6-yr/2,000 hr. Powertrain warranty'

< 835M Honor Edition Gator Utility Vehicles

<InStock and Starting at: $22,899

- 54hp, EFl engine - 4-Wheel drive, power steering
- Two-range CVT transmission -Hard surface radial tires with alloy wheels
- Poly half doors - Poly roof and brush guard

- Deluxe power lift cargo box with bed liner, brake and tail lights
- Special ‘Honor’ Edition limited to dealer stock

- 0% financing for 36 months!?

- Ask about our low-hour rental returns!

@ JOHN DEERE 20% OFF Thousands of Compact and Utility Tractor parts, NOW through September 30"
REMAN Available in store and at online at shop.deere.com. Use code: Save20Tractor

Offer valid on qualifying purchases made between August 1, 2023 and September 30, 2023. Receive 20% off the agreed-upon purchase price of OEM replacement parts for 1 — 5 Series Compact & Utility Tractors and equivalent older models,
savings applied to the total before applicable sales taxes, shipping rates, and delivery charges. Limit of $500 per customer or household. Not applicable towards the purchase of attachments, accessories, field installed kits, weights, hardware,
labor costs, fluids (including oils, antifreeze, or DEF), grease, John Deere Merchandise, and Licensed Products. Some restrictions apply, redeemable at participating John Deere dealers . See dealer or Shop.Deere.com for full details.

Compact tractor offers valid on qualifying equipment purchased between August 1and October 27, 2023. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. ! Warranty based on years
or hours used, whichever comes first. 2 Financing subject to approved installment credit by John Deere Financial, f.s.b. * Available on purchases of new residential riding lawn @

TRACTOR
o | M@= CENTRAL®

193583

equipment. “ For residential use only.

TractorCentral.com

ARCADIA 608-323-3363 - CHIPPEWA FALLS 715-723-8400 - GRANTON 715-238-7186 - MONDOVI 715-926-3891 - WESTBY 608-634-3141
CAMERON 715-234-4240 - DURAND 715-672-8915 - MENOMONIE 715-235-4203 - SHELDON 715-452-5195 - WEST SALEM 608-786-1360
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