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It takes a county to raise a child
By Nancy Curtin

There is a saying: “It takes a 
village to raise a child.” 

During the holiday season, 
it takes an entire county to 
provide presents and other 
essentials to families in need, 
and the Christmas Angel 
Project (CAP) is making it 
happen.
 Angel trees are out in the 
community, a task requiring 
effort all year round.

“We help needy families 
in Neillsville, Humbird, 
Granton and Chili, serving 
approximately 90 families 
with 250 children,” said Stacy 
Schilling, CAP coordinator. 
“CAP also uses this as an 
opportunity to educate people 
in these communities of the 
needy people in the area.

“My mom started this back 
in 2003 and I took over for 
her.”

While a lot of work is needed 
during the month of November 
and early December, it is what 
happens throughout the year—
the shopping and making of 
items—that supports the bulk 
of the efforts of the project. 

 “I have two really good 
volunteers that I’ve worked 
with for many years,” 
Schilling said, “good friends 
of mine, and they come back 
every year and help. One lives 
in Unity and the other comes 
from Rib Lake. We all used to 
work together.

“We have people who 
shop all-year-round looking 
for deals on [pajamas], coats 
and boots. Throughout the 
year, we are always looking 
for clearance underwear and 
[pajamas]. We have fi ve totes 
of [pajamas] to be wrapped 
this year.”

Schilling conveyed the day 
after Christmas is a “great day 
to shop for wrapping paper,” 
especially from Walmart 
because the store had “the 

 

Nancy Curtin/Clark County Press
Three sisters from Granton, (l-r) Olivia, Ella and Ashlee Piskow, take time to help 
wrap gifts. “I’ve been helping since I was in seventh grade and I’m now 20,” Ashlee 
Piskow said. The Piskow sisters enjoy giving back to the community as a team effort.

nice big rolls and its such nice 
paper.” Leftover wrapping 
paper and gift bags are also 
donated once the holiday is 
over. 

Deb, a volunteer, loves 
to shop. 

“I buy from ThredUp or 

Zulilly,” Deb said.
“I love opening Deb’s 

boxes,” Schilling said. “She 
finds the most interesting 
stuff. She brought me a pair 
of slippers today with big 
green happy faces on them. 
Just random stuff and the 

kids just love it because it’s 
so interesting.” 

An anonymous volunteer, 
formerly from Chili, donated 
75 little quilt blankets which 
were handmade from a quilt 

Neillsville PD welcomes new officer
By Edward DuBois

During the Dec. 12 Neills-
ville Common Council, 
Duane Poeschel, mayor, 
swore in Jacob Mertzig to the 
Neillsville Police Department 
(NVPD) as a parttime patrol 
offi cer. Also in attendance 
were Mertzig’s parents: his 
father, Tanny, and his mother, 
Laura.

Mertizg’s fi eld training will 
begin in January. 

After, the council discussed 

the 2023 vacation carryover 
for police department em-
ployees. Jim Mankowski, 
Neillsville Chief of Police, 
reported he and a few offi cers 
had time to carry over into 
2024. Julie Counsell, council 
member, motioned to allow 
the offi cers to carry over their 
vacation time until March 31, 
2024, seconded by Clarissa 
Rochester, councilmember. 
The motion carried with a 
unanimous vote.

After the other items of 
new business were discussed, 
Mankowski gave his report 
of offi cers.

“As I end my fourth year 
as [the Neillsville Chief of 
Police],” Mankowski said, “I 
have a few comments I want 
the council and public to hear. 

“I spent the last four years 
building a team of offi cers 
for the city’s best interests. 
I’ve worked hundreds of 
patrol shifts without pay, so 

my offi cers can take time off 
or attend advanced training. 
I’ve worked tirelessly to de-
fend myself and my offi cers, 
because we are making a 
difference. 

“As I start my fi fth year, I 
need something from the city 
council. It’s not more money, 
equipment or personnel: it’s 
trust. Trust when I say we are 
doing things correctly and be 
thankful for having a dedi-
cated group of police offi cers 
who police for the city’s best 
interest, not their agenda or 
the way we’ve always done it. 

“I promised change when 
I was hired and I continue to 
deliver it. Next time you see 
one of my police offi cers, 
please take time and thank 
them for what they do. 

“To continue with their 
training for the month: offi -
cer [Trey Larson] completed 

four hours of vehicle pur-
suit, handgun qualifi cation. 
Investigator [Hunter Imm]: 
handgun qualifi cation. [Isaac 
Guyer]: handgun qualifi ca-
tion, child abuse investiga-
tion. [Derek Wheatley]: 
handgun qualifi cation, child 
abuse investigation. Myself: 
handgun qualifi cation and I 
completed the FBI-LEEDA 
678: Executive Leadership, 
which completes the require-
ments for the FBI Trilogy 
Award.

“I am the fi rst chief of po-
lice in department history to 
achieve this training award. 

“Offi cer [Halle Fecker] is 
scheduled to graduate from 
the Police Academy on [Dec. 
19]. She will begin her fi eld 
training the week of Dec. 25. 
The last week of the academy 

See Angel, page 4

See New offi cer, page 2
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Jim Mankowski (left) welcomed Jacob Mertzig 
(right) to the Neillsville Police Department with a 
handshake before he was sworn in by Duane Poe-
schel (not pictured). Mankowski expressed gratitude 
to the council for brining Mertzig on board during 
his report of offi cers.

Ad hoc committee 
members discuss 

department merger
By Edward DuBois

The Clark County Human 
Services Ad Hoc Committee 
met Dec. 14; all members 
were present.

The committee went to 
item #4 on the agenda, con-
cerning a presentation from 
Blue Collar Consulting. Its 
owner/consultant, Chuck 
Price, was present to speak 
to the committee. Blue Col-
lar Consulting will provide 
consultation services for 
Clark County throughout 
the potential merger of the 
Community Services and 
Social Services into a Human 
Services Department.

Jane Schmitz, executive 
director of the Clark County 
Rehab and Living Center, 
began the discussion.

“I think one of the things 
that we were talking about 
at our [Nov. 1] meeting, ” 
Schmitz said, “was kind of the 
timeframe, the schedule, what 
makes sense for the process.”

“We sent a draft timeline,” 

Price said. “When we crafted 
that, last time that we all had 
spoken, [I] got the sense that 
there was a bit of urgency 
and sort of like, ‘Okay, let’s 
put something together soon.’ 

“I think what we can do 
is think about: regardless of 
what the months are, does the 
time frame beginning to end, 
seem to make sense for you 
all? And then is there the abil-
ity to just kind of shift what we 
have there over into 2024?”

“We’re targeting, for bud-
get purposes, for Jan. 2, 2025 
for the merge,” Chuck Rueth 
said, Clark County Board 
supervisor.

For the merger, Rueth 
stated the process was “right 
on target.”

“How much discussion has 
been had either at county level 
or at staff level or depart-
mental level that this is the 
direction, or is that still in a 
feasibility state?” Price asked.

See Merger, page 2

Cops bring smiles to young faces
By Nancy Curtin

Smiles and laughter fi lled 
the aisles at Russell’s of 
Neillsville and Wolf’s Tru-

Value in Greenwood on 
Dec. 9 as members of law 
enforcement paired up with 
children of Clark County for 
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Benni (right) bagged up the purchases from the Shop 
with a Cop participants. “This is my third year help-
ing. I like to help out,” Benni said.

a quick shopping trip to check 
off items on their Christmas 
list.

For over 10 years, the Clark 
County Law Enforcement 
Association (CCLEA) has 
organized this event to bring 
cheer to the kids in the county 
this holiday season. The 
participating children are 
ages four to 11 years old and 
nominated by schools within 
the county.

The CCLEA’s goal is to 
have kids from each school 
and each city within the county 
represented. The participating 
retailers are contacted in 
advance in preparation to order 
enough extra toys for the event. 

Once at the store, the child 
and their family member(s) are 
paired with an offi cer, given a 
gift card with a preset amount 
and told to shop for whatever 
they wanted. 

Afterward, the families and 
offi cers gathered at the Loyal 
Fire Department for walking 
tacos and ice cream. A member 
of the community dressed as 
Santa Claus made a surprise 
visit with some much “needed 
gifts for the children.”

See Cops, page 2
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Above, Dec. 13, almost 20 volunteers 
and staff of the Aging and Disability Re-
source Center (ADRC) of Clark Coun-
ty met in the Neillsville Senior Center 
to pack a goal of 170 packages for the 
ADRC and Meals for Wheels. Below, 
boxes contained non-perishable foods 
and basic amenities like toilet paper, 
provided via funds from Thrivent and 
both monetary and other donations. 
“The people love it,” Lynne McDonald 
said, the current head of the annual 
event which has continued for around 
40 years.

Giving to those in need
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Stephanie (left) and Danni, mom, checked out with Stephanie Beelman (right) at 
the registers. “This is the fi rst year Stephanie did this,” Danni said. “I did it as a kid 
myself. It’s a great idea for families to be able to shop for Christmas.” Jake Haugstad 
(back), Owen’s K-9 offi cer, looks forward to participating in the event each year.

This year, 20 officers 
volunteered their time to 
be a positive role model for 
45 children. Jake Haugstad, 
Owen’s K-9 offi cer, has been 
involved with the Shop With a 
Cop program for four years and 
‘enjoys seeing all their smiles.’

“It’s always a good time 
with the kids,” Haugstad said.

Tasha Davis of the Clark 
County Sheriff’s Department 
was the event’s organizer.

“This event is so important 

Merger
 From Front Page

“I think the departments 
have to get to a point that 
they’re accepting of this con-
cept,” Schmitz said. 

Schmitz talked about the 
anonymous survey the Com-
munity Services and Social 
Services department em-
ployees were asked to com-
plete. The responses were 
reviewed and two ‘themes’ 
were identifi ed, as explained 
by Sue Voigt, director of Clark 
County Community Services.

The two departments have 
staff with different exper-
tise and scopes of practice. 
Staff expressed a concern 
that merging may blur roles 
between distinct positions or 
negatively impact the work 

the Community Services and 
Social Services department 
employees do. There is an 
identifi ed need for clear and 
defi ned roles and expecta-
tions of both leadership and 
staff.

Differences between the 
departments’ statutes, phi-
losophies and roles have 
created confl ict, frustration 
and ineffective collaboration 
at times. There is an identi-
fi ed need for trust building 
among employees and the 
development of a strong 
organizational culture that 
fosters collaboration and 
communication.

“We know that this is 
feasible because other com-
panies are doing it,” Shauna 
O’Keefe said, director of the 
Clark County Department of 
Social Services. “How can 
we do it in a way that is suc-
cessful and supportive of our 
community and our staff?”

“Other counties have 
Health and Human Ser-
vices,” Rueth said. “At this 
point, this is all we want: to 
combine is these two [depart-
ments].”

Voigt said she thought 
Price’s tentative calendar, 
shifting the merger’s plan-
ning into 2024, looked like 
a good plan. Price wanted 
to know what the commit-
tee was thinking as far as a 
start date for planning, and 
suggested February. Rueth 

proposed O’Keefe and Voigt 
meeting with Price every 
other moth without the com-
mittee present. Schmitz men-
tioned the workgroups, later 
in the agenda, which should 
start in January. Price said 
he would not push a starting 
date further than in March.

There was some more 
hashing out of when things 
would take place, but no 
specifi c dates were set yet, as 
there were still uncertainties 
fl oating about of subjects 
like fi guring out who exactly 
would be involved with the 
process.

“I’m excited to be able to 
help,” Price said, “because I 
think just having the aware-
ness of how systems work 
and all those types of things 
[...] and kind of everything 
that kind of plays into a huge 
decision like this—from the 
practice standpoint, from the 
efficiency standpoint, but 
certainly from the human 
element of how this impacts 
your staff, that’s going to be 
a big thing. 

“I heard the word ‘trust’ 
pop up. Talking [is] going to 
be huge as we move forward, 
because this is such a shift for 
folks. Things may look very 
similar and some things may 
look a lot different. How do 
we help just kind of prepare 
folks for the big deal? But I 
think the insight you all have 
already […] is key.”

The community cafes on 
Price’s agenda were brought 
up, which Schmitz thought 
was important. 

“If we fi nd, along the way,” 
Schmitz said, “that we might 
need another round of the 
community cafes, is that is 
that something that we can 
build into this?”

Prince confi rmed it was.
“And when you think about 

community cafes,” Price said, 
“you will have […], let’s just 
say, three groups and we had 
a certain set of questions that 
we’re asking each of those 
tables. 

“We’ll defi nitely get an-
swers to those questions, but 
then we’ll also be keeping a 
thing on the side we’ll just call 
‘the parking lot’—because 
I’m sure we’re going to get lots 
of other kinds of information 
or folks are going to want to 
tell us other things, maybe not 
directly related to the ques-
tion, because that happens the 
time—and so then we’ll keep 
a running list of things like on 
the side.”

O’Keefe asked if there was 
any information or data Price 
would need the committee to 
gather and share with prior to 
the January meeting.

“Whether that’s like our 
organizational structure or 
maybe the survey results 
(or at least a summary of)?” 
O’Keefe asked.

Price said those items would 
be helpful. Ashley Schmitt, 
corporation counsel, asked if 
Price had seen the physical 
layout of the departments’ of-
fi ces to see any challenges that 
might present to the merger. 
Previous talks of remodeling 
were also brought up.

Price said he, at the end of 
the process, would be giving 
recommendations through a 
comprehensive report. There 
was the question of bring-
ing this matter to the Clark 
County Board of Supervisors, 
who will need to approve this 
entire matter. It was suggested 
to give the board midway 
updates. 

Rueth wanted an update for 
the board in June or July, after 
the April elections but before 
the 2025 budget talks begin.

The committee decided 
the ad hoc committee would 
be intermittently involved 
with the process, in case the 
merger was having problems 
or outright not working at all. 
Voigt and O’Keefe said how 
the directors have already been 
talking with their staff and 
providing informal updates 
to help sooth concerns.

A concern was brought up 
about this potentially costing 
the county more money, with 
the organizational structure 
still up in the air, merger po-
tentially adding a new layer 
of organization to oversee 
the unifi ed Human Services 

New officer
 From Front Page

is pretty intense, so I give her 
a week off, without pay, to get 
her affairs in order before she 
starts working shift work. 

“I will not be fi lling the 
vacant full time position at 
this time. I will be advertis-
ing for a full time offi cer on 

or about [July 1, 2024]. My 
reason for doing so is the po-
lice department is razor-thin, 
and to balance the budget, my 
only solution is to leave that 
spot open.”

Mankowski reported the 
2019 utility squad car will 
be placed in service soon. 
The 2013 Dodge Charger is 
being stripped to be given to 
Luke Friemoth, director of 
the Neillsville Public Works 
Department.

Mankowski reported No-
vember the fi rst month the 
NVPD went without a traffi c 
crash. The NVPD’s offi ce 
had 201 calls for service in 
November, with 24 report-
able incidents (not including 
four sexual assault reports 
the Clark County Sheriff’s 
Department handled for the 
department). Mankowski also 
did a confi dential investiga-
tion for another agency. Guyer 
continues to work 10 hours a 
month in Mentor, which will 
increase to 15 hours Jan. 1.

“I would like to say,” 
Counsell said, “that I really 
do appreciate the fact that our 
offi cers are being trained as 
well as they are. I don’t think 
that always happened in the 
past, so it’s important.”
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Jacob Mertzig (center) was sworn into the Neillsville 
Police Department during the Dec. 12 Neillsville Com-
mon Council. There to see it were his parents Tanny 
(left) and Laura (right).

department.
Voigt said the organization 

of the unifi ed department had 
yet to be “teased out,” but 
hoped this will not cost the 
county more money. Price 
said the point of the merger is 
about addressing effi ciencies, 
and could potentially save the 
county money with positions 
that would no longer be fi lled.

With citations of Wiscon-
sin law from O’Keefe and 
Schmitt, the committee was 
assured that no personnel 
could be demoted or let go 
of due to the merger. Posi-
tions would just not be fi lled 
once vacant due to a transfer, 
retirement, etc., more akin 
to “attrition” as opposed to 
“elimination.” And with any 
transfers, personnel would 
need to suffer no loss of se-
niority or benefi ts.

Corrections
In the Dec. 13 issue of 

The Press, Vol. 157, No. 50, 
concerning the page 4 press 
release entitled “Bauern-
feind Business Technologies, 
Marshfi eld Insurance donate 
to CART” photo cutline, Barb 
Petkovsek’s last name was 
misspelled as “Petkosvek.”
 Since September, The 

Press has published the Jail 
Bookings as formatted to 
begin on Fridays, which has 
caused several weeks’ worth 
of incorrect dates. While the 
name of each day was incor-
rect, the date of each entry was 
correct.

The template has been fi xed 
to begin on Wednesday.

Due to the holiday, the news deadline 
for the Dec. 27 issue of the 

Clark County Press is 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 20.
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Winter’s coming…

All of it, all at once. I can 
sense it! It’s just been too 
mild so far. You all have been 
warned!

My wife and I once again 
went to the Lights in Marsh-
fi eld to celebrate our “date-
iversary.” I’d taken her to 
the lights for our fi rst date. 
I made sure to buy us mint 
hot chocolate again, and this 
time brought some sugar-
cookie trail mix for the car 
ride through.

After that, we enjoyed the 
walking path. Just enough 
snow was on the decorations 
to give it that Christmas-
vibe for us. My wife loved 
seeing all the little kids, es-
pecially some little girl who 
ran through yelling “Merry 
Christmas” to everyone.

Clawd did “a naughty” this 
week. I was leaving to pick 
my wife up from work, and 
the little guy decided to knock 
our Christmas tree over.

How rude!
None of our ornaments 

were broken, thankfully, but 
I was unable to get it picked 
up and had to do it with my 
wife when we got home, using 
up what time we had together 
before I needed to run off 
to the Neillsville Common 
Council.

So, I had to put the little guy 
in timeout—in the bathroom 
with his water bowl for a little 
while (so he has something 
to drink and a place to do his 
business). And boy, does he 
hate that. Hearing him, you’d 
swear we left him outside 
when it was -20 outside.

And you know something? 
It works. He doesn’t do the 
few things I’ve had to put 
him in timeout for.

What do I put him in time-
out for? Anything that could 
cause him harm. 

He went through a wire-
biting phase. Nipped that in 
the bud with a timeout. He 
knocked over a bunch of 
dishes that broke all over the 
fl oor, leaving him almost no-
where to jump off the counter 
without risking slicing open 
his paws. Hasn’t done that 
since his timeout. And now, 
all he does is sniff at the tree 
when passing by it.

Now, I know this sounds 
like Clawd is rather naughty, 
but bear in mind, these all 
happened over almost a year. 
So, it’s not that often.

I tried putting him in time-
out when he started missing 
the litter box when going #1, 
as I initially thought it was 
Clawd being a cat and getting 
back at me for something I’d 
done, like a cry for attention, 

especially since he’s done it 
right after I’ve cleaned his box 
out, so it’s not like it was too 
full for him to use (I make 
sure it’s never too full).

But since it continues to 
happen, I’ve come to the 
conclusion the open-top litter 
box just needs to go in favor 
of a closed-top one. Hard to 
miss when none of it gets 
out, right?

Whenever I release him 
from our bathroom (a.k.a. the 
worst place on Earth, appar-
ently), there’s a mandatory lap 
time, as decreed by the furry 
toddler. I’ll go to the couch 
and Clawd will run right over 
to hop on and climb up onto 
my chest. This, of course, is 
the obligatory “That was bad, 
but I still love you,” make-up 
time.

And, the way he wants to 
lay, I have to put my arms 
under him to cradle him like 
a baby so he curls up without 
kneading his claws into my 
chest.

It’s true what they say: 
love hurts.

I left one of my winter 
fl annel hoodies on the couch 
and… well, I can’t wear that 
until it’s washed. Clawd’s fur 
is all over it from him using 
it as a bed. 

Also, I apparently fell 
asleep on my couch with 
Clawd on my chest and he 
got off, ate some kibble, then 
came back over, hopped back 
on my chest and stayed like 
that for a while.

He’s just such a cute, good 
boy.

By Edward DuBois,
editor

Letters to the editor 
guidelines
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than 900 words. Please provide a telephone number 
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political parties or candidates or addressing voting 
issues. Support for a political party or political candi-

date must be done through a paid advertisement. 
Each writer must submit his or her own letter. 

A letter cannot be submitted on behalf of 
another person.  The Clark County Press reserves the 
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Clark County Press or News Publishing Company.
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Invasive species found in Neillsville trees

Clauses visit Neillsville town square
By June Thompson

Some might say Neills-
ville’s Christmas Tree Light-
ing event on Dec. 1 would 
not be the same without Santa 
Claus (Rick Thoma) and Mrs. 
Claus (Bonnie Thoma). Like 
every year, the Thomas came 
to the town square, welcoming 
the community of children, 
parents, and grandparents.
 “[This annual event] allows 
us to see the same kids and 
parents year after year,” said 
Bonnie Thoma. “We like visi-
tors of all ages. I enjoy seeing 
[Rick] enjoy the kids. He likes 
talking to them, especially if 
he knows their names and their 
parents/grandparents.”

The Thomas, dressed as 
the Clauses, were brought to 
the town square by their son, 
Dallas Thoma, courtesy of the 
Neillsville Fire Department. 
The Clauses eagerly greeted 
kids of all ages.

Rick Thoma began visiting 
the Neillsville area as Santa in 
2006 and Bonnie Thoma ac-
companied him as Mrs. Claus 
beginning in 2010. 

“The small town allows us 
to see kids year after year,” 
said Bonnie Thoma. “Our 
grandkids used to be our elves 
until they were older.”

Bonnie Thoma, some could 
say, could be considered the 
woman motivating “Santa” to 
make appearances in Neills-
ville and surrounding com-
munities. 

“I decided he [Rick Thoma] 
would make a great Santa 
when we had our fi rst three 

 

Submitted photo
Santa and Mrs. Claus, played by Rick and Bonnie Thoma for many years, shared 
that they enjoy returning every year to see the youngsters and their parents, watch-
ing the kiddos grow up through the years. Every year, they come to Neillsville’s town 
square to share the Christmas spirit.

grandchildren,” Bonnie 
Thoma said. “So, I ordered 
the suit for him.”

The Thomas’ traditional 
attire is easily recognizable. 

“My dress, apron and hat 
were made by a good friend, 
Karen “Bird” Koepp,” Bon-
nie Thoma said. “She did a 
wonderful job.”

Bonnie Thoma had been 
quite busy, so Rick Thoma 
made annual visits to Neills-
ville alone. But “Mrs. Claus” 
got caught up on her chores 
and started accompanying 
Santa in 2010.

“As ‘Santa’ was visiting 
Neillsville,” Bonnie Thoma 
said, “people would ask me 
why I didn’t visit too as ‘Mrs. 
Claus.’ I fi nally did. It made 
sense.”

As Santa, Rick Thoma 
meets countless children ev-
ery year. During the Christmas 
Tree Lighting, the Thomas 
gave out 100 candy canes 
to kids.

“I ask the kids what they 
want for Christmas,” said 
Rick Thoma. “The kids smile 
at me; some are scared of me. 
One kid said, ‘You can leave 
me a blank check.’”

“Kids want unicorns this 
year,” said Bonnie Thoma.

The Thomas never know 
how many children they will 

see every year. 
“Some kids see me every 

year,” said Rick Thoma. “The 
youngest was a two-week-old 
baby.”

The Thomas gave candy 
canes, and sometimes, the pair 
received letters and cookies. 
Their photos were taken often.

The Thomas have children 
and grandchildren. 

“They don’t tell the other 
kids [about us],” Rick Thoma 
said.

The Thomas have had chil-
dren ask them questions about 
where their reindeer are. 

“I told the kids I left [the 
reindeer] at the airport and 
borrowed a pickup truck,” said 
Rick Thoma. “Tell little kids 
anything; they’ll believe you.”

Email news to  
editor@clarkcopress.com.

By Edward DuBois
Luke Friemoth, director of 

Neillsville Public Works, gave 
his report to the Commission 
on Public Works Dec. 12, 
reporting the fi nding of the 
insect pest species emerald ash 
borer in Neillsville’s trees and 
the condition of a street grader.

“We’re starting our tree 
trimming and tree removal 
of some of the dead bou-
levard trees and dead park 
tree,” Friemoth said. “We do 
notice that we have a few of 
the [EAB]. We are kind of 
prioritizing those ones.”

The emerald ash borer is an 
invasive, destructive wood-
boring pest of ash trees not 
native to the U.S. that was 
found in Michigan in 2002, 
and has since been found in 
35 other states. It is known 
for killing living ash trees. 
The EAB’s natural length is 

less than the circumference 
of a penny.

“We have been doing some 
work on [the] Listeman Park 
bridges now that the frost’s 
on the ground,” Friemoth 
said. “We’ve wrapped up the 
bridges. We do got one more 
culvert to put in, but that’ll 
either have to wait ‘til the 
spring or, if we get some thaw-
ing weather here, we might try 
and squeak that one in. 

“We’ve also unfortunately 
been doing some snow re-
moval and some ice removal, 
as well as some equipment 
maintenance and getting our 
Christmas decorating all done. 

“In the street department: 
they’ve been hauling some 
brush, as well as equipment 
maintenance. We’re doing 
some maintenance mostly on 
our grader right now. There’s 
a couple of the hydraulic cyl-
inders that have little leaks in 
them. That is almost done; that 
should be fi xed up and fi nished 
up [Dec. 13]. We are now done 
with the leaf pickup. I have 
noticed there’s a few little 
piles here and there. We’ll go 
and pick those up as we can. 
[…] And we are sanding and 
salting the side streets and 
main roads as needed.

“In the water department: 
[…] Meter-reading is under-
way, currently. We are staying 
up to date on our water main 
valve exercising, as well. 

Submitted photo
Luke Friemoth, direc-
tor of Neillsville Pub-
lic Works, reported the 
street department fi nd-
ing the emerald ash bor-
er in a few Neillsville ash 
trees in his Dec. 12 report 
to the Commission on 
Public Works.

as we’re still getting some 
locates in. And we’re doing 
our hydrant inspections and 
winterizing those, as well. 

“The wastewater depart-
ment: […] We were having 
some issues with our waste-
water sampler not holding 
temperature but I think we got 
that squared away and have 
that fi xed.”

There was no new or old 
business on the agenda.

 

Submitted photo
Neillsville High School junior Olivia Hahn (left) and senior Macey Dickson (right) 
were selected as this year’s outstanding females in math and science, an award cre-
ated by the Society of Women Engineers at Michigan Technological University. The 
students are chosen by the math and science faculty at their respective high schools.

Outstanding ladies



“EDDIE” 

Eddie is the
CCHS Pet of the Week!

Clark County Humane Society’s
Pet of the Week

CLARK COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
12-3 PM  Mon / Wed / Fri / Sat • 7.5 mi. SE of Neillsville on Hwy 73

W3926 St. Hwy. 73, PO Box 127, Neillsville, WI 54456
State License #268235-DS

715-743-4550 • www.cchs-petshelter.org
petshelter@email.com • www.facebook.com/petshelter

Eddie is a 3-month old Red Heeler 
looking for a new forever family! He 

came to CCHS from a local farm where 
there were too many puppies. He’s 

got 7 siblings, all named after charac-
ters from the “Frasier” TV show. Eddie 

is a good boy! He’s got the typical 
Heeler short-haired red and white coat 
with lots of spots and speckles. Eddie 
weighs 25# and is still growing. Being 
a Heeler, Eddie is a smart and friendly 
boy. He likes being around people and he’s always ready 

to give you a good tail wag. He’s ready to start training and 
learning all about how to be a good dog when he grows 
up. If you’d like to bring Eddie Home for the Holidays, 
please apply to adopt him today. You can submit your 

adoption application for Eddie on our website:
www.cchs-petshelter.org/applying-to-adopt. We have lots 
of wonderful pets available for adoption now, so please 

check them all out and then stop in to visit!

Do you have a love for cats and dogs and have been thinking it 
would be nice to help out at CCHS? Well, now’s your chance!  

Whether it’s a few hours a week, one day a month, or something in 
between, this is your opportunity to try it out. We are very much in 
need of volunteers! You can learn more and sign up on our web-
site: https://www.cchs-petshelter.org/volunteer or email April at

cchsoutreach1@gmail.com. Come join our CCHS volunteer family.

Located at High-way Sales and Services in Christie:
N6279 Highway 73, Christie, WI 54456 | Hours: 8:15am – 5:00pm

Cash or Check Payment required at purchase | VCPR appointments necessary

CWAS LIVESTOCK SUPPLY:
ANIMAL HEALTH DISPENSARY

Come in to purchase products to meet 
all your dairy or beef livestock needs!

DECEMBER 
PROMO:

Udder tech

Save 10% on in-store purchases 
and p hone orders!

Catalog available for viewing in Christie or online
 at www.uddertechinc.com

*Discount not valid with online purchases

A very
old fashioned
Christmas Eve 

Service 6pm
Zion Lutheran Church

Pine Valley
W6867 Granton Rd. Neillsville

All Welcome!
No Sunday Morning Service

December 18 thru 23 
Open from 8am - 5pm

at Wrightsville Chapel
3 Miles South of Merrillan on Hwy. 12/27

Annual
Toy Give-Away

If you need Toys for Christmas
STOP in! They’re FREE!

Call 715-896-4047 for more info.
Still taking in Toy Donations until then and forever!

Hilltop  Bar & Grill
W2860 US Hwy 10
Granton, WI 54436

Friday Fish Fry
Every Friday

Serving 5p-9p
(Includes Choice of potato, bread & salad bar)
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Nancy Curtin/Clark County Press
Sarah Seif adds a grocery bag to the growing collec-
tion. Once the bags were fi lled, they were set aside in 
another room, into three different sections, to distrib-
ute Dec. 10.

Angel, continued from front page
group based in Illinois.

The Marshfield Clinic 
Crafters for a Cause donated 
150 crocheted-top dish towels 
that were included in the mom 
gift bags. 

Another volunteer enjoyed 
searching for great bargains 
for books for the children.

“I have a lady who loves to 
shop that uses her Kohls cash 
and coupons to shop for the 
needed items,” said Schilling.

As the holiday season 
approached, Schilling ramped 
up her efforts, starting with 
the names from last years’ 
families who were sent forms 
to be completed and returned 
for the new year.

The families shared the 
names, ages and what clothes 
sizes were needed for the 
children. That information 
was placed on the tags that 
are hung on the trees that are 
located at banks, companies 
and retail businesses in several 
communities.

In  ear ly  November, 
Schilling preordered all the 
food needed from Russell’s 
of Neillsville. 

T h e  w e e k  b e f o r e 
Thanksgiving, the organizing 
began hauling everything 
out of storage to be taken 
to the church for set up. 
Neillsville’s United Church of 
Christ allowed CAP to ‘take 
over’ the church basement 
for three weeks each year to 
accomplish its mission.

Jim Schilling and Mike 
Perkol, project volunteers, set 
up the donation boxes.

Larry and Cathy Marshall, 
volunteer drivers, travel to 
various locations collecting 
all the donations. 

Over the course of the three 
weeks, volunteers gather 
many evenings for sorting, 
selecting and wrapping gifts.

D i f f e r e n t  y o u t h 
organizations take advantage 
of this opportunity to fulfi ll 
volunteer hours. 

While the volunteers 
were busy working, local 
establishments and clubs 
made sure they did not go 
hungry. Subway donated a sub 
platter to feed the group one 
evening. The Optimist Club 
provided dinner and stayed 
to help wrap on another night. 
Mary Sladich, former Aging 
and Disability Resource 

Forestry and Parks 
gives update on 

Clark County trails
The Clark County Forestry 

and Parks Department an-
nounced, effective as of Dec. 
15, all snowmobile and ATV 
trails, including those located 
on Clark County public lands, 
remained closed until the 
county reaches favorable 
winter riding conditions. 
The Forestry and Parks De-
partment will continue to 
monitor temperatures and 
conditions and will update as 
they change.

UTVs are not allowed on 
any Clark County winter ATV 
trails Nov. 1–May 14. This 
includes public and private 
land trails.

Knobby Ridge Motorcycle 
trails opened for the winter 
Dec. 15.

Clark County trails are sub-
ject to periodic closure; for up-
dates on recent closures and/or 
openings, contact the Forestry 
and Parks Department at 715-
743-5140, or visit the county 
website at clarkcountywi.gov 
for more information on our 
trail system.

The Bruce Mound Winter 
Sports Area did open Dec. 

16 as scheduled. The new 
tentative opening day will be 
Friday, Dec. 22, 5 p.m. –10 
p.m. if conditions allow. 

Bruce Mound will be open 
on Saturday, Dec. 23, 10 
a.m.–4 p.m., but only if condi-
tions are favorable. Although 
snow is expected, current fore-
casted temperatures are not in 
favor for opening the winter 
recreation area at this time. 

Please visit· the Bruce 
Mound Winter Sports Area 
website at clarkcountywi.
gov/brucemound for more 
information.

Center of Clark County 
director, cooked for the crew 
one evening.

By Dec. 10, all deliveries 
were made, everything was 
cleaned up and ready to put 
back in storage.

Schilling estimated there 
were 50 to 75 volunteers 
supporting the cause. 

The funding needed 
to support the efforts of 
the CAP came from the 
generosity of nearly 40 
businesses throughout Clark, 

Taylor and Wood counties. 
Schilling noted, many times, 
individuals would hand her 
$20 or $50 in cash.

“It’s awesome,” Schilling 
said. “Listeman and other 
service organizations are 
always so generous to us. I 
need to stress the communities 
are very generous.”

Over 90 families were 
served by the generosity 
shown by so many individuals 
and businesses.

Neillsville council considers turning 
basement into play area

Neillsville Middle 
School concert 

Thursday evening  
The Neillsville Middle/

High School band, under the 
direction of Jeremy La Mont, 

will perform Thursday, Dec. 
21, at 7:30 p.m. in the Neills-
ville High School auditorium.

By Edward DuBois
The Neillsville Common 

Council met Dec. 12 to review 
the polling place officials 
for 2024-25 and listen to a 
proposal for a toddler/child 
play program from Jessica 
Brown, the Neillsville Rec-
reation Department director. 
All councilmembers were 
present.

The council’s fi rst order of 
new business was to review 
the nomination list for the 
polling place offi cials and 
deputies for 2024-25. Jana 
Marden, Janice Mayer, Gayle 
Vante, Kathy Brugger, Denise 
Clough, Greg Glisczinski, 
Carol Harnish, Marty Har-
tung, Brent Shoup, Sharon 
Bjerke, Natalie Erpenbach, 
Mary Nauertz, Margaret 
Gelhaus, Lynda Hilliard and 
Karen Venne were all nomi-
nated to be offi cials. Kay Ana-
son and Debbie Tlusty were 
nominated to be deputies.

The offi cials and deputies 
will carry two-year terms of 
offi ce, both effective Jan. 1, 
2024 to Dec. 31, 2025.

William Neville, council-
member, motioned to accept 
the nominations and Julie 
Counsell, councilmember, 
seconded it, and the motion 
carried unanimously.

The council discussed the 
use of city hall’s basement 
for the toddler/child play 
program.

“So, the toddler/child play 
program is a new program,” 
Brown said, “that I’d like to 
offer at the recreation de-
partment. That’s where the 
$10,000 from the Listeman 
Foundation came from—is 
to buy equipment for that 
program. 

“What my vision is for 
that program—and that I 
explained to the Parks and 
[Recreation] Committee—is 
to use the basement, hope-
fully, because it’s a nice area. 
It’s heated, carpeted and it’s 
contained. I walked through 
with [Rex Roehl, city clerk-
treasurer] and we can change 
the locks on a couple of the 
doors; turn them around so 
that nobody is able to access 
any other parts of the building 
except for the big conference 
room down there and the 
kitchen. 

“And we’re not going to use 
any of the kitchen appliances, 
but use that space. And what I 
want to do down there is have 
tunnels and a little ball pit and 
different games, interactive 
dress up play, things like that 
for our toddlers and children 
(I’m thinking [six years of 
age] and under). 

“So, the money from the 
Listeman fund would be used 
to buy equipment through a 
playground company, so that 
it would last over the years. 
And I’d like to have it down 
there so I could store it and 
not have to move it. 

“If I have it at the school, I 
have to fi nd storage and I have 
to get things that I can put 
away and bring out every time. 
When I host the program here, 
I would be the one here super-
vising it as well, so it would 
be for parents to bring their 
kids. It wouldn’t be a drop-off-
your-kids-and-leave. Parents 
would stay with their kids and 

I would be here supervising 
it as well. So, that’s what I’m 
envisioning and hoping to use 
the basement for.”

Brown later explained 
the purposed of the parents 
remaining with their children 
would be to engage with their 
children and with other chil-
dren. This is not a new type 
of daycare.

“Didn’t we used to have a 
program similar to that back 
in the day?” Duane Poeschel 
asked, mayor.

“Yes,” Brown said. “So, 
there was a program similar 
to that. [Heather Davel-
Langreck] ran it. She ran it 
at the school back when the 
elementary gym had a stage 
and a storage area. That’s 
not there anymore. So, there 
is no more storage there and 
all of that equipment was her 
personal equipment. So, that 
went when she moved. So, 
that’s why I wrote the grant 
for Listeman in and got the 
money to purchase things 
and do that same thing here, 
but I’d like it to be more of a 
permanent space so it doesn’t 
have to be taken down and 
we could get nicer equipment 
that way.”

“That makes sense to me,” 
Poeschel said. “And I know 
when you interviewed for the 

job, you talked about bringing 
on new programs for different 
groups of people.”

“I think that’s one of the 
areas that the [recreation] 
department is lacking in,” 
Brown said, “is programs 
for small children. We have 
swimming lessons, but that’s 
kind of it. We target the adult 
population and then school-
aged kids. But I think that 
looking for something for 
little kids to do and, especially 
in the colder months, would 
be really helpful to our com-
munity.”

Counsell asked if a price 
would be charged for this pro-
gram, and Brown conformed 
there would be a fee. Coun-
sell asked Roehl if the city’s 
insurance company, League 
of Wisconsin Municipal 
Mutual Insurance Company, 
to ensure there was no legal 
issue with the proposal. Roehl 
confi rmed he had contacted 
the company, and they were 
“okay” with it. Brown had 
also contacted the company.

Barb Petkovsek, council-
member, motioned to ap-
prove using the basement in 
city hall for the toddler/child 
play program. Dan Clough, 
councilmember, seconded 
it, and the motion carried 
unanimously.



ST. KATHERINE’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

206 E. Third St., Owen
Rev. Anthony Ring

715-229-2643
Wed. - 10 a.m. Morning prayer.

Sun. - 10:00 a.m. Mass

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH - Greenwood & 

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH  - Willard  &

ST. ANTHONY’S - Loyal
Fr. Emmanuel Famiyeh

PH: 715-255-8017
Sun. - 8:30 a.m. Mass - Greenwood.

Sat. - 4 p.m. Mass - Willard
Sun. - 10:30 a.m.  Mass &

Sat. - 6:30 p.m. Mass -Loyal

MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH

302 N. Main St., Greenwood 
267-6114 • Pastor Geoff Smith

10:30 a.m. Worship
Evening Special Activities

ST. JOHN’S UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Humbird, WI
Rev. Pat Trotter

10:00 a.m. Sunday Service
8:00 a.m. Sunday School;

Open Communion 1st Sun. of month

The CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF 

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
2207 W. 5th St. Marshfield

715-384-4559
Sacrament Meeting
9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

Sunday School
10:40 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church Fairview

N13740 Fairview Rd., Fairchild
Fr. Peter Kieffer
Confessions Sunday

8:00 - 8:25 a.m.
Mass Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday Mass 8:30 a.m.

ST. MARY’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1813 Black River Rd., 
Neillsville • 715-743-3840

Rev. Gregory Michaud
Mass times are Saturday 5 p.m. 

Sunday 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

GRACE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

11284 Hwy. 10 West, Marshfield 
Lindsey  715-676-2753

Pastor Tim Hinricks
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

Live or on Facebook

ST. JOHN’S
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(WELS)

711 W. Fifth St. Neillsville  
715-743-2944

Rev. Timothy Biebert
Sunday Worship Service

9:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class

10:15 a.m. 
Tuesday Evening Service 6 p.m.

Holy Communion 1st & 2nd 
Sundays & 4th Sunday of a 5th 
Sunday month -both Services

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Rev. Daniel Schoessow
W2894 Granton Rd., Granton

(Missouri Synod) & 
CHRIST LUTHERAN

Chili • 238-7422
9 a.m. Worship Service, Chili;  

10:30 a.m. Worship service, 
Granton.

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd 
Sundays.

ZION LUTHERAN 
PINE VALLEY - ELCA

W6867 Granton Rd., 
Neillsville

Sunday Worship
9:00 a.m.

Holy Communion
1st Sunday of the month

CALVARY  LUTHERAN
CHURCH - ELCA

213 Hill St., Neillsville
Pastor Chad Anderson

Worship: 9 a.m. on Sundays
6 p.m. on Wednesdays

Communion is now open to the 
public at every service

HILLSIDE
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
316 Hewett St., Neillsville

Pastor Chris Elflein
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH of Globe 

(WELS) & ST. JOHN’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

of Christie (WELS)
Rev. Nathan Wilke • 743-2480

Sun. - 9:00 a.m. Worship Service, 
Globe. 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service, 
Christie.

CURTISS ALLIANCE
 CHURCH 

1106 N. Meridian, Curtiss
Pastor Carl Swarr

10 a.m. Sunday Worship
7:30 p.m. Evening Service

ZION AMERICAN 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
W2840 Hill Rd., Granton

Rev. Dan Zimmerman
June - August

8 a.m. Sunday Service
September - May

7 p.m. Saturday Service
No Sunday School

OUR FATHER’S HOUSE
W770 Cty. Hwy. H, Chili

Pastor Vince Elmhorst
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
700 E. 15th St., Neillsville

715-743-4695
Pastor Ray Rogers

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship

Wed. 7 p.m. Bible Study

LIVING HOPE
EVANGELICAL FREE 

CHURCH
Corner Hwy. 10 & Fairground Ave., 

Neillsville
Rev. Steven Wentz 

Associate Pastor Brady Ebert 
of Student Ministries

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship service

 For Youth Group
 Times Call 715-743-2471

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Stanley, WI
Divine Liturgy 10 a.m. 2nd Sunday

ST. PAUL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

(Missouri Synod)
N13520 Cty. Road E, 

P.O. Box 206 Colby 
(North Green Grove)

Pastor Donald Bruce
715-223-4315

Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 

CHRIST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

(Missouri Synod)
308 W. Linden St., Abbotsford 

Pastor Donald Bruce
715-223-4315

Wednesday Worship 7 p.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday School 11 a.m.

IMMANUEL UNITED 
METHODIST

W920 North St., Chili
 683-2886

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

515 West  Second Street 
Neillsville, WI 54456

www.neillsvilleucc.org
715-743-2147

neillsvilleuccoffice@gmail.com
Visit Neillsville United Church of

Christ Facebook page
Pastor James Mohr

Pastor Sue Vornholt
Service: 10:00 a.m.

IMMANUEL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

W6974 Century Rd.
Greenwood 267-6547

Pastor Asafa Rajaofera
Sun. - 8:30 a.m. Worship Service

and Sunday School

YORK CENTER
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH LOYAL
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
Rev. Kathy Jury

Church 255-9213
9 a.m. Worship Service, York 

Center; 10 a.m. Sunday School, 
York Center; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Service, Loyal

ST. JOHN’S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

(Missouri Synod)
204 Division St., Withee

715-229-4211
 10:15 a.m. Worship Service

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
Handicapped Accessible

OUR SAVIORS
LUTHERAN - ELCA

110 W. Begley, Greenwood
Pastor Elizabeth Bier
Sun. - 9:30 a.m. Worship
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.

EMMANUEL
LUTHERAN - ELCA

Colby Factory Rd., Longwood
Pastor Elizabeth Bier

Sun. - 11:00 a.m. Worship
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

MERRILLAN
UMC

Pastor Tom Clark
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
 2nd and 4th Sundays 

of each month
(Handicap Accessible)

GRANTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Cty. Hwy. K, 
Village of Granton

Rev. Jan Beutien
Sunday Service 9:00 a.m.

Communion 1st Sunday/Mo.

The Place Where Fresh Is The Taste
NEILLSVILLE SUBWAY

7 S. Grand Ave., Neillsville, WI
Dial a Sub at 743-3203

Foster Primary
Eye Care

Dr. Gregory A. Foster
446 Court Street, Neillsville

(715) 743-3126

GESCHE FUNERAL HOME
Neillsville’s Local Funeral Home

for the Past 60 Years
Tim Brekke  Lowell Gesche

Neillsville & Granton
743-3322

The Clark 
County 

Press

PLACE 
YOUR AD 

HERE!
Call: 

715-284-4304 
For More 

Information

547 Hewett St., P.O. Box 189
Neillsville, WI 54456 • 743-2240

NAZARETH LUTHERAN
   CHURCH ELCA

County T, North Withee
Pastor Elizabeth Bier

Sun. - 8 a.m. Worship & 
Sunday School 8 a.m.

HOLY ASSUMPTION 
ORTHODOX CHURCH
N1249 Cty. Rd. F, Lublin, WI

PH: 715-669-3855 
507-269-2320 (Cell)

www.HolyAssumptionWI.org
Fr. Hermann Klarr

Divine Liturgy 1st & 3rd & 4th 
Sundays @ 9:30 a.m.
Vespers - Sat. 5 p.m.

NEILLSVILLE
SEVENTH DAY

ADVENTIST CHURCH
5th & Clay Streets Neillsville  

715-743-7988
David Scofield, Pastor

Song Service 9:15 am Sat.
Sabbath School 9:30 am Sat.

Worship Service 11:00 am Sat.

SAV-RITE
BUILDING CENTER

Featuring a Complete Line
of Building Material

N3599 Fairground Ave.
Neillsville • 743-3149

Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers
A Clark County faith-based, nonprofit organization 
assisting senior citizens by organizing volunteers 

to provide supportive neighborly services. 
For more information contact: 715-743-2885

or visit their website at www.volunteersinfaith.org

Our Church Directory is being
sponsored by the following businesses:

HAIR SALON
715-743-4548

Downtown Christie
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Jason A. Bourget, FIC, PGK
715-937-7039

N15964 Copenhaver Avenue, Stanley, WI 54768
jason.bourget@kofc.org

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, many of us will be preparing to 
travel, or preparing our homes to welcome loved ones. This parallels 
what Christmas celebrates, for Jesus’ family, Mary and Joseph, were 

also undertaking a journey, one with unexpected complications. Recall that 
when Mary and Joseph found no room in the Inn on the eve of Jesus’ birth, 
Mary was forced to give birth in a field, after which she wrapped Jesus in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, which is a feeding trough for 
domesticated animals. The hay that Jesus was laid upon was fodder for 
sheep or cattle, and although we usually picture the manger as made of 
wood, in Biblical times mangers were more often made from clay mixed 
with straw or from stones held together with mud. It is hard to imagine the 
modern equivalent of this, but it was probably more like giving birth in the 
open and then placing the newborn in a wheelbarrow rather than being born 
in a barn or even a shed. As we consider this, we really ought to consider 
opening our hearts and homes (and our wallets) to the homeless, as this is 
precisely what Jesus’ family was at this time. “Homeless” or “unhoused” or 
however we choose to describe them, they had nothing but the clothes on 
their backs, and even the swaddling cloths which Mary wrapped him in were 
probably borrowed from the shepherds, who used strips of cloths to wrap the 
lambs. It is interesting to consider how this family would be treated today in 
similar circumstances. Would they be helped, or would they be arrested for 
trespassing, or perhaps referred to a social services agency? As we prepare 
for Christmas, consider reaching out to the least fortunate among us. This 
can be as simple as buying a sandwich for someone or giving a nice tip to 
a service worker, or perhaps helping someone with their luggage on public 
transportation. Christopher Simon

Preparing 
for
Christmas

“Whoever is kind 
to the poor lends 
to the Lord, and 
he will reward 
them for what 
they have done.”
Proverbs 19:17 
NIV
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SENIOR NUTRITION MENU
For Greenwood

People 60 years of age and older are encouraged to use the 
Nutrition Program.  Please call 24 hrs. ahead to reserve or 

cancel a meal by contacting the ADRC Office at 
715-743-5166 or 1-866-743-5144.  

Meal reservations and cancellations are needed by 
NOON (12PM) one business day in advance. 

The suggested contribution donation per meal is $4.50. 
Thank you.

All menu items are prepared in kitchens that are not allergen-free. We cannot 
guarantee that food allergens will not be transferred through cross-contact.

Mon., Dec. 25: CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY CLOSED
                                  MERRY CHRISTMAS
Tues., Dec. 26: Shredded Chicken, Gravy, Whole 
Grain Biscuit, Crinkle Carrots, Baked Beans, Sliced 
Pears, Apple Strudel, Milk
Wed., Dec. 27: Breaded Chicken Patty, Spaghetti 
Noodles & Sauce w/Mozzarella Cheese, Parmesan 
Cheese, Corn, Pineapple, Lemon Bar, Milk
Thurs., Dec. 28: Chili & Crackers, Hotdog & Bun 
w/Butter, Salad Mix, Dressing & Croutons, Fresh 
Fruit, Craisins, Cookie, Milk   
Fri., Dec. 29: Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, 
Broccoli, Mandarin Oranges, Whole Grain Dinner 
Roll & Butter, Carrot Cake, Milk

Coffee Available at Center
Please Note: Occasionally there may be substitutions to the menu

due to shortages from our food distributors.

Black Earth, WI
M-Fr 9-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5

608-767-3447 | 608-231-4445

“Your Complete 
Family Shoe Store”

608-767-2788
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ELAINE R. SEEFELDT

 Elaine R. (Helm) Seefeldt, 
99, of Chippewa Falls peace-
fully left this life for eternity 
in heaven Tuesday, Dec. 12, 
2023, at Our House Assisted 
Living in Chippewa Falls. 
Family was by her side and 
she was under the care of St. 
Joseph’s Hospice.
 She was born July 25, 
1924, to Henry and Clara 
(Garbisch) Helm in Granton, 
WI. 
 On March 3, 1946, she 
married Philmore “Sam” 
Seefeldt.  They were married 
for over 60 years, until his 
death Jan. 15, 2007.
 Elaine and Sam started 
farming in Chili after they 
were married. They moved 
to Black River Falls in 1948, 
then to Alma Center. They 
settled in Melrose in 1958, 
where they purchased a farm 
that they operated until re-
tiring to Chippewa Falls in 
1996. They enjoyed square 
dancing every weekend and 
they always encouraged their 
kids to participate in school 
activities. 
 Besides being a farmer’s 
wife, Elaine held many po-
sitions over the years. She 
worked at a Ben Franklin 
Store, as a waitress and a book-
keeper. She was extremely 
active in community projects 
and organizations such as 
the ladies aid, Red Hat Soci-

ety, Jackson and Chippewa 
County Homemakers for 50 
years and 4-H. If she saw 
something that needed doing, 
or a group that wasn’t nearby, 
she started one… always with 
a smile. Elaine loved being 
around family and was a 
natural organizer and unifi er. 
 Elaine is survived by her 
son, Randy (Susan) Seefeldt 
of San Diego, CA; daugh-
ters, Kathie (John) Colbert 
of Madison, WI, and Linda 
(Mike) Balsiger of Chippewa 
Falls; 11 grandchildren; 22 
great-grandchildren; four 
great-great-grandchildren; 
brothers, Donald Helm and 
Roger (Caroline) Helm; and 
many other nieces, nephews, 
relatives and friends. 
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband and 
granddaughter, Diane Reyes.
 Our family would like to 
express sincere gratitude to 
the staff of Our House As-
sisted Living and St. Joseph’s 
Hospice for the excellent care 
that mom received.
 A funeral service was held 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19, 
at Pederson-Volker Funeral 
Chapel, Chippewa Falls ,with 
Rev. Philip Pitt offi ciating. 
Visitation began at 10 a.m. at 
the funeral home.
 Interment will be held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, at Zion 
Lutheran Church Cemetery in 
Granton, WI. 
 “May your life be a bold 
adventure, may your days be 
fi lled with gales of laughter, 
and may you love, Boda-
ciously!”
 In lieu of fl owers, memori-
als are preferred to your local 
4-H Youth Group.
 Pederson-Volker Funeral 
Chapel & Cremation Services, 
Chippewa Falls is serving 
the family. Please share your 
memories and condolences 
online at pedersonvolker.com

LORENA MAE WEBER

 Lorena Mae Weber, 95, of 
Neillsville, WI, died Friday, 
Dec. 15, 2023, at the Neills-
ville Retirement Community 
in Neillsville, WI.
 Lorena Mae Griffi n was 
born Dec. 9, 1928, in Flint, 
MI, the daughter of William 
and Leah (Ogden) Griffi n. 
She graduated from Dye High 
School in Flint in 1946 and 
then was united in marriage 
to Alexander Weber May 23, 
1947, at Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church in Flint, MI. After they 
were married, Mae stayed 
home and raised their fam-
ily. When the children were 
older, she went to work, for 
many years, as a sales clerk 
in the fabric department of 
Hudson’s Department Store. 
Her husband, Alexander, died 
in 2005, and Mae moved to 
Neillsville in 2018 after the 
death of her son, Mark. 
 Mae was a member of 
Grace Lutheran Church in 
Durand, MI, until moving to 
Neillsville. She then became 
of member of St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
Mae loved her Savior, and she 
showed that to her children.
 She loved to travel and 
had visited 49 of the 50 states. 
The only state she didn’t get to 
visit was little New Jersey. She 
loved chocolate and sewing. 

She was a great seamstress, 
making many of her and her 
family’s clothes. She was a 
terrifi c baker, and she loved 
cooking. In her younger years, 
dinner with her family was 
always at her house every 
Sunday.
 She is survived by six 
children, Marlene Brown of 
Swartz Creek, MI, Sharon 
(Melvin) Nemitz of Neills-
ville, WI, Leah Vankeuern 
of Grand Blanc, MI, Bill 
(Jenny) Weber of Durand, 
MI, John (Michelle) Weber 
of Swartz Creek, MI, and 
Teresa (Myron) Muter of 
Port Hope, MI. Mae is further 
survived by many grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchildren.
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband, 
Alexander; her son, Mark; 
an infant grandson, a great-
grandson; and a son-in-law, 
Dave Brown.
 Mae’s family would like 
to thank Betty Nemitz for 
visiting Mae and decorating 
her room; Effi e Sytsma for 
the friendship she showed 
Mae; Tammy and her staff 
at the Neillsville Retirement 
Community; and Compassus 
Hospice Care for the wonder-
ful care they provided.
 Funeral services for Mae 
were held at 12:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2023, at St. 
John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Neillsville. Pastor 
Timothy Biebert offi ciated. 
Music was provided by Judy 
Trunkel, organist. Visitation 
was from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Tuesday at the church.
 Online Condolences may 
be made at www.geschefh.
com.
 The Gesche Funeral Home 
is assisting Mae’s family with 
funeral arrangements.

DANNY MARG

 Danny Marg, 63, of Neills-
ville, WI, passed away at his 
home Dec. 17, 2023, sur-
rounded by his wife, children 
and grandchildren. Born in 
Neillsville Sept. 16, 1960 
to Duane (Jim) and Rhoena 
Marg, he graduated from 
Granton High School in 1979. 
Not long after graduation, 
he moved to Casper, WY, to 

fi nd work. This proved to be 
a fortuitous move, since it 
led him to meet the love of 
his life, when he led a Wyo-
ming steel construction crew 
in building the new Pioneer 
Seed corn plant in Mt. Pleas-
ant, IA, where Debra Harris 
lived. Deb followed Dan to 
Minneapolis, and together, 
they came to Wisconsin to 
help his dad harvest crops 
that year. Since Autumn was 
conceived during that time, we 
heard one of his Dad’s famous 
“Jimisms”…”you know Son, 
when you plant corn, you 
usually only plant a seed at a 
time, not the whole cob.”  He 
was also heard to say “Son, 
your ass is grass and that girl 
is the lawnmower.”  Dan had 
a similar way with words.  
 They were married in 
Granton, WI, March 16, 1985. 
While living in Minnesota, 

For Goodness’ Sake
The following are some 

of the needs and volunteer 
opportunities in the area this 
week:

Local food pantries need 
donations.

A hospital bed and medical 
scooter are available for use.

Bell ringers are needed for 
the Salvation Army.

A bed is needed from any-
one who could spare one.

Anyone who is able to offer 

assistance, needs assistance or 
could use one of the donated 
items should contact Judy 
Morrow at 715-743-2885 
or email judydonmorrow@
hotmail.com.

The list will be updated 
weekly as needs are met or 
other needs arise.

Deb heard Dan say every day 
after fi ghting Twin Cities traf-
fi c, “If we lived in Wisconsin” 
until fi nally Deb said, “Let’s 
just move to Wisconsin,” 
and they have proudly called 
the Granton/Neillsville area 
their home since 1988. Dan 
was very proud of the life he 
and Deb built and the love 
they shared. Soulmates, Dan 
had “sympathy symptoms” 
when Deb’s pregnancy had 
her experiencing dizziness 
and poor Dan was working 
on rooftops. Likewise, when 
Dan had a respiratory crisis, 
Deb experienced inability to 
breathe, long enough to wake 
her up to rescue Dan, but 
gone as soon as she woke up. 
They could fi nish each other’s 
sentences and often had same 
thoughts. 
 At the heart of Dan’s life 
were his children, Autumn 
Marg and Adam (Sarah) 
Marg, of whom he was a very 
proud Papa, as well as grand-
children, Amanda Wegenke, 
Kadyn Marg, Cameron We-
genke and Liam Marg, for 
whom he reveled in their 
accomplishments. Several 
years ago, he was pleased to 
reconnect with the child he 
had always considered his 
daughter, Nadeen Gardner. 
His most treasured times 
were spent in the outdoors, 
fi shing or hunting with his 
family and passing along 
wisdom to them at the same 
time. Always learning, Dan’s 
love and knowledge of the 
outdoors, animals and nature 
were incredible.
 Dan worked at numerous 
construction jobs and created 
self-employed adventures, 
including Archery Park and 
ActionTrax ATV & Camp-
ground, where he worked 
hard, long hours to create 31 
campsites and an ATV hare 
scramble track, proud that 
his dad helped him every 
day to complete the project, 
even while fi ghting cancer 
himself. They grew close 
during this time. One of 
Dan’s most successful ven-
tures was as owner/operator 
of Central State Chimney 
Specialists, which he built 
from the ground up, after 
getting specialized training at 
Southwestern Technical Col-
lege in Pipestone, MN. Some 
of the fi nest fi replaces in the 
area, have his mark of crafts-
manship. He also constructed 
and created blueprints (in his 
mind) of two homes for his 
family. Whenever he thought 
of building or remodeling 
something and explained it 

to Deb, she would ask him 
to draw it out so she could 
understand his vision.
 Dan was a born creator 
who could see beauty in the 
most mundane things. Al-
ways seeing ways to improve 
a process, project or recipe, 
he would often say that if this 
or that would be added (or 
subtracted), it would be better, 
a trait not appreciated by his 
wife regarding her cooking.
 He created numerous 
pieces of art, yard creations, 
furniture, you name it, made 
from metal, trees and logs, 
as well as rocks. Oh, did he 
love rocks! The home he 
shared and created for his wife 
overlooking the creek he grew 
up playing on was surrounded 
with rock beds showcasing 
all the heart-shaped rocks he 
found on the property…they 
are everywhere! Hunting 
Geodes on Deb’s grandma’s 
property in south east Iowa, 
he once carried a stuffed and 
terribly heavy backpack full 
of rocks while also balanc-
ing a huge boulder on his 
head as we hiked back to the 
car. The whole family was 
loaded down with Geodes 
that day, taking his newly 
found treasures home. Signs 
and reminders of his love are 
everywhere on the property.
 Dan is also survived by 
his mother, Rhoena Marg of 
Granton, WI; sisters Ruth 
Marg-Patton, Susan (Colin) 
Conn, Sherie Marg and Me-
lissa (Bill) Hines; brother 
David (Karen) Marg; sister-
in-law Connie (Craig) Ross; 
brothers-in-law Andy (Jacki) 
Harris and George Harris; and 
all the nieces/nephews and 
grands. 
 Dan is predeceased by his 
father, Duane (Jim) Marg; 
brother-in-law John Marg-
Patton; and in-laws Lloyd 
and Oneta Harris.
 The family will receive 
visitors from 9-11 a.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 22, at the American 
Legion Post 73, Neillsville, 
WI. Services will be held 
in the same location at 11 
a.m.  Dan’s cousin, Rev. Bob 
Garbisch, will offi ciate. 
 The family thanks his 
respiratory therapists who 
were godsends to him: Kerri, 
Nicole and Rachel, as well as 
nurses Breanna and Lori of St. 
Croix Hospice for their caring 
and devotion in making him 
(and his family) comfortable 
in his fi nal hours. Also, thanks 
to Gesche Funeral Home 
and Cremation Society of 
Wisconsin for their caring 
support for Dan and family.



Wishing you happiness this season and in the
coming year. Your patronage means a lot 

to us. We not only value you as a 
customer, but also as a friend.

Catering for your holiday needs. 

Osseo 715-597-2796 • Neillsville 715-743-3203
Arcadia 608-323-7894 • Cadott 715-289-4435

Gift Cards
Available!

The Brickyard
Bar & Restaurant

203 W. 7th St., Neillsville, WI • 715-743-6808

Sunday, Dec. 31  Open at 11AM
Serving Our Regular Menu All Day

Closed
Christmas

Day

Watch the 
Packer Game at 7:20

Then Ring in the 
New Year With Us!

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Bar will be Open at 

11:30AM-??
Pizza, Pizza Fries and

Nachos Will Be Available 

FREEJukebox

Closed New Year’s Day
Free Champagne

at Midnight!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

  

Monday-Friday 8AM - 4PM
Saturday - Closed

Shop 715-743-4668
W4780 Hwy. 10, Neillsville, WI 54456

Buying All Metals • Aluminum Cans • Buying Vehicles

Copper - Brass - Stainless - Iron - Tin - Lead
Batteries - Cast - Catalytic Converters

MaMa G’s
Consignment Store

528 Hewett St., Neillsville
Wednesday & Friday 9a-5p • Saturday 8a-2p

Wishes everyone a Merry Christmas
               & Happy New Year!Closed

Dec. 24 - Jan. 2
Reopen on
Wed., Jan. 3

at 9 am
N3599 Fairground Ave., Neillsville

715-743-3149

Sav-Rite Building Center
your home with joy, your heart
love and your life with laughter

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

ORLIN CLAYTON NALL

 Orlin Clayton Nall, 84, 
passed away Dec. 15, 2023, 

in Marietta, GA. He was born 
in a farmhouse just south of 
Spencer, WI, to Orville and 
Alma Nall Jan. 9, 1939. After 
graduating from Spencer 
High School, he joined the 
Navy and served from 1958 
to 1960. He later married and 
had three daughters, Jayne 
(Jeff) Handt of Granton, 
WI, Kim (Keith) Collins of 
Canton, GA, Patti (Scott) 
Shirley of Bradenton, FL. 
 He is also survived by 10 
grandchildren and 16 great-

grandchildren; also a sister, 
Evelyn (Burt) Halfacre of 
Oconomowoc, WI; and 
many nieces and a nephew.
 He was proceeded in 
death by his parents and a 
brother, Lorrin Nall, and 
sister-in-law, Bettye Nall of 
Spencer WI. 
 There will be an inter-
ment in Georgia National 
Military Cemetery and a 
celebration of life in the 
spring of 2024 in Wisconsin.   
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Neillsville News

Granton Gab

By Ann Ziegler
You just wouldn’t believe 

that we are past the middle of 
December and are still having 
temperatures in the 40s, as 
predicted for the end of this 
week. Rain is expected on 
and off during the week. We 
did have a dusting of snow 
fall Sunday night and Monday 
morning. It felt like winter as 
the temperature dropped to a 
wind chill of single digits. But 
that light snow won’t last too 

long and rain is predicted to 
fall on Christmas. Nobody 
should complain about having 
to shovel snow this coming 
holiday season!

Granton Schools Christ-
mas/winter break will run 
from Dec. 25, 2023, through 
Jan. 1, 2024. I hope all stu-
dents, faculty and support 
staff have a wonderful holiday 
break.

Birthdays this week begin 
Dec. 24 with celebrants being 
Dominick Johnson, Karcyn 
Schmitz, Amy Strey and 
Samantha Happe. Christmas 
Day (Dec. 25) birthdays 
belong to Andy Vanderwerff 
and Jim Walter. Derrick 
Dix, Brianna Johnson, Liam 
Hoerneman and Kim Lynn 
share Dec. 26 birthdays, 
while those I have for Dec. 
27 are Wayne Stone and Jamie 
Henaman. Sharing Dec. 28 
birthdays are Danielle (Nell) 
Eichten, Jesse Rowe, Parker 
Schroeder, Tyler Lynn, Barb 

Hildebrandt, Trace Bigelow 
and Keith Clemens. Rachel 
Jicinsky, DeeDee Weyer, 
Charlie Nickel, Russell Stein-
bach and Sabrina Weyer have 
Dec. 29 as their special day. 
Those with Dec. 30 birthdays 
include Kathy Boyer, Jeff Lin-
dow, Dave Meissner, Connie 
Jonett and Janell Walter. End 
of the year, Dec. 31, birthday 
celebrants are Weston Vine, 
Elsie Canfi eld, Deanna Ritter, 
Hutchinson Hoesly and Tonia 
Anderson-Ruskin. Happy 
birthday to all these people.

Quote for the week: “Merry 
Christmas to each and every 
one of you!”

That’s all for this time. I 
hope everyone has a abso-
lutely wonderful Christmas 
week. Enjoy making cher-
ished memories with family 
and friends this holiday sea-
son. God’s blessings to all and 
Merry Christmas! 

By Nancy Curtin
Happy Wednesday! Can 

you believe there are only 11 
days left until the new year? 
Wow! 2024 is a leap year and 
an election year. I’m not sure 
if I’m ready for either.

Tomorrow is the winter 
solstice, bringing us more 
daylight hours. We should 
experience an additional two 
minutes and seven seconds 
of daylight per day. I look 
forward to daylight by 6 a.m. 
and darkness waiting to set in 
after 8 p.m.

Chase and I were victims of 
the “crud” going around. I’m 
thankful I was able to work 
through it last Wednesday 
since it was a deadline day, 
and I was fairly busy with 
getting all my ads approved. 
I’m not going to lie, I did 
bare minimum on Thursday 
and Friday, as I could barely 
function. When I get these 
nasty head colds, they wipe 
me out. I was hopeful Chase 
wouldn’t catch anything since 
I tried to keep distance from 
him. No such luck. He woke 
up Saturday with the “crud,” 
poor kid. (It’s Monday at the 
time of writing this, and we 
are both on the mend).

My deepest condolences to 
the Marg family. Danny “Papa 
Smurf” Marg will be missed 
by many. 

Birthday wishes go out to 
Julianne Pekol, Craig Kallian, 
Amy Thoma, Dana Dhaseleer, 
Lexi Brecht, Regina Sebe-
sta, Marc Lindgren, Harper 
Ruzic, Jordyn Knudsen, Ed 
Horvat, Mac Simek, Raelynn 
Gottschalk, Wendell Ziegler, 
Pat Dickerson, Doug Opelt, 
Jeremy Springer, Natalie Er-
penbach, Chloe Hazen, Owen 
Mankovky, Lynette Mueller, 
Cohen Elfl ein, Kathy Gur-
ney, Tyson McDonald, Todd 
Eisfeldt, Jenny Chadwick, 

Rose Tibbett, Tiffi nee Tesmer, 
Kevin Brugger, Amanda Eddy, 
Emerson Schoengarth, Sally 
Smith, Larry Osegard, Will 
Prosser and a special birthday 
shout out to my aunt Rita 
Crothers and my son Chase, 
who turns 21 on Saturday! 
Wishing all of you another 
year fi lled with joy, happiness 
and wonderful memories.

Anniversary wishes this 
week to Debra and Al Mohr, 
Frank and Alyssa Schmidt, 
and Bob and Kim Twesme. 
May these couples have many 
wonderful years together.

This week in history:
On Dec. 17, 1991, after a 

long meeting between Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
and President of the Russian 
Federation Boris Yeltsin, a 
spokesman for Yeltsin an-
nounced that the Soviet Union 
would offi cially cease to exist 
on or before New Year’s Eve. 
Yeltsin declared that, “There 
will be no more red fl ag.” It 
was a rather anti-climactic 
culmination of events leading 
toward the dismantling of the 
Soviet Union.

On Dec. 21, 1970, rock star 
Elvis Presley was greeted at 
the White House by President 
Richard M. Nixon. Presley’s 
visit was not just a social call: 
he wanted to meet Nixon in 
order to offer his services 
in the government’s war on 
drugs. Nixon never extended 
an offi cial position to Presley 
in his administration’s war 
on drugs.

Christmas Trivia: The three 
traditional colors of most 
Christmas decorations are red, 
green and gold. Red symbol-
izes the blood of Christ, green 

symbolizes life and rebirth, 
and gold represents light, 
royalty and wealth.

Other fun facts are each year 
more than 3 billion Christmas 
cards are sent in the U.S. alone 
and nearly 28 Lego sets are 
sold per second during the 
Christmas season.

“Jingle Bells,” written by 
James Lord Pierpont, was 
originally published under 
the name “One Horse Open 
Sleigh” in the 19th century. 
The song was never meant 
to be about Christmas, or any 
holiday, for that matter.

Fun Fact: “Silver Bells” and 
“Silent Night” are my favorite 
Christmas songs.

The holiday is almost upon 
us and many businesses are 
offering varied business hours 
to accommodate time with 
family over Christmas. 

The American Legion is 
offering a Christmas Buffet 
Friday, Dec. 22, from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Fish is included. No 
regular menu.

The Belvedere Supper Club, 
north of Marshfi eld, is offer-
ing Christmas Eve Brunch, 
Sunday, Dec. 24, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

The 21st Annual Commu-
nity Christmas Dinner hosted 
by the York Center United 
Methodist Church on CTH 
K, Granton, will be Monday, 
Dec. 25, from noon until gone. 
Goodwill offerings are appre-
ciated. Carry-outs available.

“The best way to spread 
Christmas cheer is singing 
loud for all to hear.”—Will 
Ferrell, “Elf.”

Wishing everyone a blessed 
Christmas!

Due to the holiday, the news deadline 
for the Dec. 27 issue of the Clark County 

Press is Wednesday, Dec. 20.

College notes
Emily Susa of Greenwood 

was awarded a bachelors in 
science degree in law enforce-
ment by Minnesota State 
University, Mankato

Mid-State Technical Col-
lege’s fall 2023 graduates 
were recognized during the 
College’s biannual com-
mencement ceremony on the 
Wisconsin Rapids Campus, 
Dec. 9. 

Seven graduates were from 

Clark County. Those gradu-
ates were Kyla Reischel, 
of Abbotsford, emergency 
medical technician; Josie 
Jakel of Curtiss, nursing; 
Emily Burich, Brook Ratsch 
of Granton, emergency medi-
cal technician; Sierra Myers 
of Greenwood, phlebotomy 
technician; Lauren Koopman 
of Loyal, nursing; and Saman-
tha Fuehrer of Owen, nursing.



• Pizza Pepperoni
   Crispy Pan - Frozen
    26 oz.........................only $3.49

• Bacon
   Thick Cut - Frozen
   48 oz.........................only $6.99

• Summer Sausage 
   Garlic
  20 oz ...............................$1.99

• Coffee Whole Bean 
  House Blend 
  40 oz................................$4.99

• Bratwurst  
   Beef, Fully Cooked
   Frozen
     12 oz.........................only $1.79
• Turkey Breast
   Fully Cooked
   Hickory Smoked - Frozen
  8 lbs..................only $1.49 a lb

• Tilapia Fillets
   Parmesan Encrusted
   Frozen          
   24 oz........................only $2.99

• Beef Patties
   Angus - Frozen
  32 oz...........................only  $2.99 
 • Chicken Breast
   Tenderloins
    Raw, Unbreaded - Frozen
    40 oz........................only  $4.99

• Fish Tenders
   Beer Battered - Frozen
   .........................only $2.99 a lb

• Breadsticks 72 ct
   Cheese Stuffed - Frozen
  9.5 lb.........................only $6.99

• Meatballs Fully Cooked 
  BBQ Bourbon - Frozen
   36 oz........................only $2.99 

• Chicken Tenders
    Breaded - Fully Cooked
   5 lbs..................only $1.99 a lb

• American Cheese
  Loaf EZ Melt - White
     5 lbs..........................only $4.99

• Whipped Topping
  Non-Dairy
   15 oz..........................only $1.49
• Shredded Cheese    
   Pizza Blend
   5 lbs...........................only $8.99

• Colby Jack 
  Cheese
   w/Jalapeno Peppers
  13 lbs...................only $1.89 a lb

• Cheddar Cheese
   5 lbs....................only $1.99 a lb

• Mozzarella   
  Cheese Smoked
   5 lbs....................only $1.79 a lb

• Cream Cheese
  1/3 Less Fat 
     8 oz...............................only  69¢

• Shrimp Raw
   Tail On - Frozen
     32 oz.........................only  $5.59

• Cocktail
  Smokies   
   Frozen
     14 oz..............................only  79¢

• Baked Beans
  Original
  28 oz.........................only $1.29

• Miracle Whip
  Low Sodium   
  30 oz.........................only $2.89

• Dill Pickles
  Whole
  46 oz.........................only $1.59

• Wheat Thins
  Original
  40 oz.........................only $2.99

• Chicken Stuffing
  Mix
   6 oz..............................only 69¢

• Salmon 
  Burgers
   5 ct - Frozen
  20 oz........................only $2.99

• Bacon - Frozen 
   Hardwood Smoked
      16 oz........................only $2.69

• Ham
  Diced - Frozen       8 oz................................only 59¢  

• Pork Crumbles
   Fully Cooked - Frozen
     5 lbs..........................only $4.99

CLOVERDALE COUNTRY STORE
2 MILES SOUTH OF CURTISS ON HWY. E • 715-223-4797 

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards

In-store only, we reserve the right to limit quantities.

NOW OPEN TILL 6:30 PM - MONDAY-FRIDAY!

CLOSED DEC 25TH 
CHRISTMAS

Closing Dec. 23rd
at 1:00pm

• Twizzler Twist  Strawberry
   16 oz...........................only $1.49

Merry  Merry  Merry 
 Christmas

 Merry 
 Christmas

and 

 Merry 
 Christmas

 Happy 

 Merry 
 Christmas

 Happy 

 Merry 
 Christmas

 Happy 
 New Year!

 Merry 
 Christmas

 Happy 
 New Year! 204 E Liberty Drive, 

Thorp, WI 54771
715-669-5911 
 800-324-5758

From all of us to all of you, wishing you everything merry and bright this holiday season.

12.21.20C

HAPPY HOLIDAYSHAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM BETTY, LORI, CHRIS 

 “THE DEER  VIEW GANG”

We would like to thank  
everyone for their 

support & patronage 
this past year. Hope 
to see you in 2024!

at...Deer View
Straight out of Hatfield

Join Us On....
Christmas Eve • 11am-?

For a FREE 
Tom & Jerry

& Appetizers!

Opening 
Christmas Day 

@2PM

NEW YEAR’S EVE Join Us for Packer/Viking Game @7:20PMMusic by DECADES to FollowFree Snackies, Party Favors  & Champagne at Midnight

Honoring loved ones with 
‘Lights of Love’

MMC Partners hosted 
its annual Lights of Love 
ceremony, a time to remember 
and honor loved ones with 
a little light. Donations for 
each light were accepted in 
November. 

The signifi cance of each 
color is white for ‘in memory 
of,’ green for ‘in honor of,’ 
blue for ‘in prayerful concern 
for’ and red for veterans or 
active military.

A crowd gathered for the 
lighting of candles, a prayer 
from Pastor Doug Bjerke and 
the singing of “Silent Night” 
by everyone. Mary Hartung, 
MMC-Partners president, 
gave a little speech about the 
program and its signifi cance 
and shared a moment of 
gratitude to those who 
donated in honor of someone 
and the organizations who 
donated supplies, snacks and 
refreshments.

Funds received through 
the Lights of Love program 
are used to sponsor the 
MMC Partners-Neillsville 
S c h o l a r s h i p  p r o g r a m . 
Scholarships totaling $3,000 
or more are awarded to high 
school students each year 
to Neillsville, Granton and 
Greenwood area schools. 

MMC Partners feel, by 
making a commitment to 
help students enter the fi eld 

of healthcare, they will ensure 
a quality workforce for the 
health care needs of the future. 
In this way, the money 
people give to remember or 
honor their loved ones today 
will keep giving, providing 
trained healthcare workers for 
their loved ones in the future.

The Vine family donated 
two trees in memory of 
parents Gordon and Fairy 
Vine. Steve Knoop donated a 
tree in memory of parents Bob 

and Rose Knoop. Neillsville 
Lion’s Club donated a tree 
in memory of members. 
Donations from the Listeman 
F o u n d a t i o n ,  T h r i v e n t 
Financial and Hansen’s IGA 
helped make the event a 
success.

The trees will remain 
lit at Marshfield Medical 
Center-Neillsville during the 
Christmas season.

Nancy Curtin contributed 
to this article.

Hardees franchise closes three locations
By Nancy Curtin

After deliberation, Dave 
Droste, Neillsville Hardees 
franchise owner, posted 
signs in his three locations 
informing customers Nov. 
14 would be the last day of 
business.

News of the closure spread 
through word of mouth and 
social media.

Dave Droste, owner/
o p e r a t o r  o f  C o u g a r 
Enterprises doing business 
as Hardee’s, operated three 
Hardee’s Restaurants located 
in Neillsville, Colby and 
Medford.

Prior to ownership, Droste 
was director of operations 
for the same three locations, 
making the transition into 
operating the business 
seamless.

“Financing was somewhat 
difficult,” Droste said. 
“However,  I  a t t racted 
investors to purchase two of 
the buildings, enabling me 
to better fi nance the business 
portion.”

Through the years, the food 
industry experienced many 
technological advances. 
Operating businesses in 
smaller towns such as 
Neillsville,  Colby and 
Medford, the technological 
impact hindered profi tability 
instead of promoting it.

“I had to install a new point 
of sale [POS] system which 
was able to handle mobile 
ordering and third-party 
delivery (i.e. UberEATS and 
Door Dash),” Droste said, 
“even though the small towns 
the size of Neillsville [have] 
no third-party delivery.”

Droste also stated the new 
POS system was not as robust 
as the former system causing 
his stores to “go backwards in 
terms of cost controllability.”

A n o t h e r  s e t b a c k 
experienced with the new POS 
was the loss of cost-effective 
remote access, essentially 
hindering productivity.

“Overall, I would say new 
technology has actually hurt 
small business profi tability,” 
said Droste.

Then, in 2020, the pandemic 
hit, negatively impacting 
many small business owners.

“Cost of product has 
escalated exponentially,” 
Droste said. “In previous 
times, a restauranteur was 
able to increase their menu 
prices without negatively 
affecting [their] guest counts. 
This is no longer true.

“If I had actually raised my 
prices to compensate for the 
rise in my cost, I would lose 
all of my guests, especially in 
a cost-conscious market like 
Neillsville. In the last three 

Nancy Curtin/Clark County Press
Dave Droste (left), owner, owned three Hardee’s lo-
cations—Neillsville, Colby and Medford—and Julie 
Dayton managed the Hardee’s store in Neillsville for 
35 years.

years, whenever I did raise my 
prices slightly to only cover 
a little of the product cost 
increase, I would lose guests.”

“Then, at the end of 2020 
to early 2021, it was not only 
the cost of food to consider, 
but the rising cost of goods, 
(i.e. paper, cleaning supplies 
and other operating supplies).

“By late 2021, almost 
all costs started to rise 
uncontrollably. The cost of 
CO2 has tripled. Hourly 
rates for contractors for 
repairs has doubled. The 
cost for equipment to repair 
items has increased between 
50–100%.”

At the beginning of the 
pandemic, Droste noted his 
sales dropped 35% which was 
“extremely unsustainable.” 
Toward the end of 2020, sales 
nearly returned to normal. 
However, by then, product and 
labor costs increased 20–30%. 

“So, in order to maintain 
the same [level], Droste 
said, “profi tability had to be 
positive 15–20%, which did 
not and could not happen.

“The overreaching policies 
that were put in place 
supposedly due to COVID-19 
have seriously damaged small 
business.

“Since I was no longer 
able to be profi table because 
of my debt structure and the 

lack of profi tability from poor 
COVID-19 policy, I decided 
it would be best to attempt to 
sell the business to keep the 
employees employed. I went 
through numerous potential 
buyers over the last one to two 
years and, at the end of the day, 
was not able to put a transfer 
together that the franchisor 
and buyer would accept. So, 
I was forced to close down all 
three restaurants.

“It is very unfortunate that 
this relationship had to come 
to an end. It is even more 
extremely unfortunate that 
75 people had to lose their 
jobs because of the state of 
the economy.”

“It’s so sad,” said Tom 
Opelt of Neillsville. “Our 
hangout place for the ‘local 
news’ in the morning is gone. 
[I] hope something can come 
in here. You get to know the 
employees and they’re all 
friendly. I wish them all the 
best.”

“I’m going to miss all 
the customers and people 
I worked with,” said Julie 
Dayton, Neillsville store 
manager. “It was a great 35 
years being here and, sadly, 
it came to an end.” 

Droste is of retirement age.
“It’s too late for me to start 

over,” Droste said.
Droste looks forward to 

doing some small business 
consulting or bookkeeping, 
in addition to some charity 
work or fundraising for the 

NTF groups.
 “I would like to thank the 

communities for supporting 
us,” Droste said, “and, in 
return, we tried out best to 
support the community in any 
way we could.”

Sheila Nyberg, Clark 
C o u n t y  E c o n o m i c 
Development Corporation 

a n d  To u r i s m  B u r e a u 
(CCEDC) executive director, 
reached out to Droste upon 
learning the closure of his 
three locations to offer the 
employees any assistance 
needed to secure other 
employment, job retraining 
or any other services the 
CCEDC could provide.

You can now subscribe to The Clark County Press 
online. It features all the content 
of the weekly printed newspaper.

Visit www.clarkcopress.com.
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The Good
Old Days

800-828-9395

PROPANE  •  FUEL OIL  •  DIESEL FUEL
Let us keep you warm this winter!

AMERICAN LEGION HALL
6 Boon Blvd. • Neillsville, WI  54456 • 715-743-3859

Join us for our
Christmas Buffet

Friday, Dec. 22 
5pm-8pm

~ Fish Included ~
* No Regular Menu *

(Reservations recommended)

Wishing You aWishing You a
 Safe and Happy  Safe and Happy 
Holiday Season!Holiday Season!
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The Good Old Days
Page             Clark County Press

December 22, 1938

City’s newest ordinance 
violated by 19 motorists

 Nineteen tickets charg-
ing violation of the city’s 
newest ordinance were 
passed out last night by 
Patrolman George Cramer. 
The ordinance prohib-
its parking on city streets 
from 1 a.m. until 5:30 a.m. 
from November through 
April, and was passed to 
clear the streets for snow 
removal work. City alder-
man, in passing the ordi-
nance, expressed the desire 
that it be enforced only 
when snow removal opera-
tions were necessary. Police 
Chief Fred A. Rossman this 
morning said the 19 tickets 
were given out as a “warn-
ing,” and that prosecution 
would not be pressed.

***
Interest in “Baby Derby” 

high, captures fancy of 
countryside; ask 

cooperation
Merchants offer gifts to 

first baby born in New Year
 Who will be “Master (or 
Miss) 1939?”
 Whoever he may be, 
plenty of gifts will be wait-
ing for him and his parents. 
The Neillsville merchants 
and The Clark County Press 
will see to that.
 For, the first baby born 
after the stroke of mid-
night, on January 1, will 
be crowned King–winner of 
the “Baby Derby.” One of 
the first events of its kind 
ever staged in this section of 
the country.
 Who? Who? Who?
 That is the question resi-
dents the countryside over 
are asking themselves.
 Who will be the baby to 
typify the spirit of the new 
year–the spirit of good will 
and a fresh start.
 Since the announce-
ment of the Baby Derby 
in The Press last week, the 
fancy of the countryside has 
been captured. Everybody 
is wondering–waiting to 
learn–who will be the first 
baby born in the southern 
five tiers of townships in 
Clark County.
 What will it mean to the 
baby, himself, and to his 
parents? The Clark County 
Press, sponsors of the Baby 
Derby, started the ball roll-
ing last week with the offer 
of a year’s subscription to 
The Press. Now merchants 
advertising in The Press 
have caught the spirit of the 
Baby Derby and are rallying 
around to make the event–
the birth of Master 1939–
the county’s most important 
birth of the year.
 They are offering appro-
priate gifts from their stocks 
of merchandise. Naturally, 
some advertisers’ busi-
nesses are such that their 
merchandise will not fit 
a baby’s needs. Witness 
garages and gasoline ser-
vice stations, for example. 
What use could a baby have 
for five gallons of gasoline 
or a set of bumper guards?

***

December 23, 1948

What’s in a name? The 
Hubings know

British throne’s heir could 
not have fared better, three 

brothers agree
 The Hubing brothers 
of Neillsville were high in 
approval last week of the 
name given the new heir to 
the British throne.
 It‘s odd, to be sure, that 
people here in Neillsville, 
Wisconsin, U.S.A., would 
give two hoots down an 
empty rain barrel what 
Princess Elizabeth named 
her scion.
 But, not so. Consider the 
names by which the baby 
was christened last week:
 Charles Philip Arthur 
George.
 Consider the names of 
the Hubing brothers:
 Charles, Arthur and 
George.
 Henry, the fourth 
Hubing, was sort of by-
passed in the deal; but he 
probably doesn‘t mind too 
much.
 After all, the father, 
Prince Philip, ought to have 
a little recognition. And 
anyway, the name Henry 
hasn‘t been too popular with 
the ruling English families 
since the eighth one by that 
name.
 At least three of the 
Hubings are certain the 
baby prince has a good start 
toward success. After all, 
he bears three illustrious 
names.

***
Company gets rabbit 
feed; but now it’s who 

pays that counts
 The Service Company 
ate rabbit aplenty at its 
Christmas party after drill 
Monday night–but the ques-
tion of who will pay the 
shot for the party is still 
much a topic for discussion.
 The company was 
divided into two teams for 
the rabbit hunt of Sunday. 
The winning team–the one 
which brought back the 
most rabbits–was to get 
everything that went with 
the feed for free.
 Lt. Heron VanGorden 
headed one team; Lt. 
Clarence DeCrember head-
ed the other. And when the 
hunt was over, there were 
35 rabbits. Lt. VanGorden 
claimed his team brought 
in 20, and therefore was the 
victor.
 Lt. Decremer, however, 
disputes the claim. It is 
understood that his conten-
tion is based on the fact that 
at least one man belonging 
to his team accompanied the 
VanGorden team. The man 
brought in three rabbits.
 If this be true, Lt. 
DeCremer’s team will claim 
an 18 to 17 victory.
 And, should that hap-
pen, Lt. VanGorden prob-
ably will be requested by 
his team to foot the bill. 
VanGorden, it seems, 
lost one rabbit which was 
entrusted to him. That one 
would have tied the score.
 A few of the Service 
company officers recall the 
instructions of the colonel 

to “have a Christmas party 
and send the bill to me.”
 The argument over who 
actually won the rabbit hunt 
probably will go on to such 
lengths that the colonel will, 
finally get the bill.
 However much conten-
tion might arise over the 
victors of the hunt, none at 
all will be made about the 
feed itself. The unanimous 
decision was that it was 
delectable. Presiding over 
the hit field range in the 
V.F.W hall were: Harold 
(Suicide) Mohr, Eugene 
Diercks, Tom Flynn and 
Claude Ayers.
 The regular drill session, 
which preceded the rabbit 
feed and Christmas party, 
saw 13 men started on their 
way to becoming members 
of the company. All have 
completed physical exami-
nations satisfactorily and 
are expected to take the oath 
at next Monday’s drill.

***
December 19, 1968

Neillsville girls to be 
included in 

student register
 Miss Linda Jean Graves 
of Neillsville has been 
selected for inclusion in the 
1968-69 edition of “Who’s 
Who Among Students in 
American Universities and 
Colleges.”
 The directory has been 
published since 1934 and 
carries names of students 
whose academic standing, 
service to the community, 
leadership in extra-curric-
ular activities and future 
potential are above average.
 Miss Graves, daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Darwin 
Graves, Neillsville, is 
expected to graduates 
from the Wisconsin State 
University–River Falls next 
June.

***
St. Mary’s packs 3,000 

pounds of clothes 
for Vietnam

 Nearly 3,000 pounds 
of clothing collected in a 
recent overseas clothing 
drive was packed last week 
by members of St. Mary’s 
Catholic parish. In addition, 
several boxes of children’s 
clothes were sent to St. 
Paul, Minn., for shipment 
to Vietnam. Members of the 
Parish Council of Catholic 
Women also sent Christmas 
packages to boys of the par-
ish who are in service over-
seas.

***
Service notes

 Airman Donald S. 
Sowieja, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jerome C. Sowieja of 
Greenwood, has completed 
basic training at Lackland 
AFB, Tex. He has been 
assigned to Lowry AFB, 
Colo., for training in the 
munitions and weapons 
maintenance field. Airman 
Sowieja, a graduate of 
Greenwood High School, 
attended Wisconsin State 
University–Platteville.

***
 Army Sp5 John A. 
Mildbrand, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Mildbrand 
of Rt. 1, Curtiss, received 
the Bronze Star medal and 
the Army Commendation 
medal November 10 in 
Vietnam.
 He earned the awards 
for outstanding meritori-
ous service as a combat 
construction specialist in 
Company C of the 101st 
Airborne division’s 326th 
Engineer battalion.
 Spec. Mildbrand entered 
the army in January, 1967, 
and completed basic train-
ing at Ft. Leonard Wood, 
Mo., before arriving over-
seas in November, 1967.
 The 21-year-old soldier 
is a 1965 graduate of Colby 
High School.

***
December 18, 1975

Doll contest feature of 

B&PW meeting
 The Neillsville Business 
and Professional Women’s 
club held its Christmas 
party at the Merchants 
hotel at 6:15 p.m., Tuesday, 
December 9. The club mem-
bers had dressed dolls for 
the Christmas meeting, and 
members selected the doll 
of their choice, for which 
the gift of a Christmas cen-
terpiece was given. The 
winner was President Hilda 
Lipscy.
 Gifts were exchanged.
 Miss Sue Bauer enter-
tained the club with gui-
tar accompaniment to 
Christmas carols.
 Sharon Horswill, Bobbie 
Amundsen and Judy Dahlke 
were guests.

***
Man-wife team to 

practice at Greenwood
 A man-wife team of 
doctors has signed a letter 
of intent to open practice 
of medicine in Greenwood 
about July 1, 1976.
 Announcement was 

made this week by 
Greenwood Festivals, Inc., 
sponsoring organization 
that Dr. Stuart Grossman 
of Rochester, N.Y. and his 
wife, Dr. Linda Grossman, 
are making tentative plans 
to open practice in the com-
munity.
 Greenwood presently is 
served by physicians of the 
Neillsville Clinic. They will 
continue the service until 
the arrival of the new doc-
tors. 
 Dick Adler of the spon-
soring organization said 
that Dr. Grossman visited 
Greenwood in September 
and had been “impressed 
with the community as well 
as its medical needs.”
 With the promise of 
new doctors, Adler said 
that plans are being made 
for the remodeling of the 
Greenwood Clinic build-
ing. They include sufficient 
space for the Grossmans, as 
well as another physician, 
should one be secured to 
locate in Greenwood.

Miss Linda Graves

Advertisement in the Press, Dec. 22, 1938 issue

Advertisement in the Press, Dec. 23, 1948 issue

Holding a certificate of recognition presented by the 
Neillsville Lions club is Robert Harvey, editor of The 
Clark County Press. The presentation was made by 
Lion President H. Robert Shaw during the club’s an-
nual Christmas party and banquet. (Press photo Dec. 
19, 1968)
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Nancy Curtin/Clark County Press
The Clark County Humane Society (CCHS) held their annual Pet Pictures with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus fundraiser Dec. 9. Professional photography pictures were 
donated by Jon Burnett. Burnett said he offered photography services on the side. 
A sitting fee was charged and the families had the option to select individual prints, 
photo packages and a fl ash drive. “We’ve done this for seven or eight years now,” 
said Cheri Wegner, “ and we usually have a good turnout.” Top left, Little Lucky, a 
grey kitten, decided playing with the pom-poms on Mrs. Claus’ cape was more en-
tertaining than having her picture taken. Below left, Karen, of Marshfi eld, brought 
in one-year-old Emmy for photos with the Clauses. “Emmy came from Sandi Paws, 
a rescue in Fond du Lac,” Karen said. “Emmy came all the way from Alabama.” 
Below, Cleo the goat, Trixie the dog and Agatha the chicken, were brought from 
Durand by their owner, Jennifer.

The Clauses also sit with pets

Next town before Christmas: Chili

Nancy Curtin/Clark County Press
The Chili-Fremont Fire and Rescue held their annual Pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus Dec. 10 at the 
fi re hall. Each family was given one photo to take home. “It’s a free event, with any donations given to be 
used for supplies needed for the next year,” Erin Martin said, Chili-Fremont Volunteer Fire Department 
lieutenant/EMR. “We printed over 50 photos, including the ones with pets. We have a very supportive com-
munity. Nearly everything needed for this is donated each year.” Above, Tobin made sure to tell Santa he 
wanted a teddy bear for Christmas. “He practiced all morning to prepare for this,” his mother, Hali, said. 
Above right, families gathered around a table to make a craft photo frame to use for the photo they are 
sent home with. Below, Alyssa Walter, Tim and Janell’s daughter, hopped up onto Santa’s lap for a quick 
photo and to tell him what she wanted for Christmas. Each child was given a small bag of goodies. Below 
right, Logan helps his daughter Tessa make the foam photo frame they can take home and use for their 
photo with the Clauses.
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Edward DuBois/Clark County Press
Rick and Bonnie Thoma, dressed as Santa and Mrs. Claus, had a spot made up for 
them at Russell’s of Neillsville Dec. 12 to sit with kids and hear their Christmas 
wishes in the 19th year of the event. Top left, Addy wanted Lincoln logs and Sydney 
asked for a baby doll and a bike. Above, Morrison asked for Nerf gun ammunition 
and Millie wanted art supplies. Below left, Keenan kept his wish a secret and Clay-
ton asked for a jeep and a trailer. Morrison and Keenan were the fi rst children to 
spot the Thomas, asking what the “Clauses” were doing there. Below, Haakon and 
Cruew asked for “Cars” toys, and gave Rick Thoma a high-fi ve. Center left, Thea 
was “okay” with “whatever” and Elias wanted the virtual reality game/toy Alien 
Vision. Miles did not yet have a gift wish. Center right, Lakyn, on her mother Brit-
tany’s lap, asked for a unicorn. Lower left, Paxton asked for Hot Wheels and Paw 
Patrol toys. Lower right, Lily sat in Bonnie’s lap while Zoey asked for new clothes 
(not pictured was Emmie, sticking close to their mom). Bottom left, Quinn asked 
for new shoes. Bottom right, kids made reindeer crafts after having their pictures 
taken. The event added crafts a few years ago, and change out the activity each year.

So many places, so few Santas



This Young Man Turns 21!
Let’s Celebrate!

Happy 21st 
Birthday
Chase

   We are so proud 
  of the young 
  man you are 
  becoming.

Love, Mom, 
Dad and 

the Family

Bar & RestaurantWelcome 
 To... 415 W. US Hwy. 10, Neillsville, WI 54456

715-743-4900

Closed Dec 23-26 for
time with the family. 
Closed New Year’s

Eve

Winter Hours are Mon. & Wed. 11:00 a.m - Close,
Friday 11:00 a.m. - Close, Saturday 4:00 P.M. - Close, 

CLOSED Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
to all our Customers and Friends.

Enjoy the holiday season.
Open Friday Dec. 22

all day. Stop and enjoy
our beautiful display

of Holiday lights
Featuring our delicious 

Fish Dinner Special - 
Save $1.00 per dinner.

Thank you for your patronage
in 2023 and we look forward to

serving you in 2024. Diane & Staff

SAT. DEC 30
SPECIALS

STARTING AT 4PM

Happy Holidays and
Merry Christmas from the staff

at Black River Country 
Insurance Group LLC.

In gratitude to our valued
customers. Wishing you a blessed 

& healthy holiday season.

Tim Voigt
715-743-2800 

Neillsville

Ryan Dillenbeck
715-669-5400 

Thorp
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Sports
Warriors fight to break losing streak
The Neillsville High 

School boys varsity basket-
ball team (Warriors) hosted 
the Columbus Catholic High 
School boys basketball team 
(Dons) in a Dec. Dec. 12 
game.

The Warriors stood at 4-1, 
the win coming from a Dec. 
7 game against Greenwood 
High School (60-11).

However, half of the loses 
had come down to single-digit 
point differences, such as the 
Nov. 21 game against Alma 
Center Lincoln High School 
(45-43) and Stratford High 
School, Nov. 28 (43-41).

Other games had a much 
wider margin, like against 
Durand-Arkansaw High 
School, Dec. 1 (46-31) and 
Marathon High School (68-
45).

Starting for the Warriors 
were Cameron Kennedy, 
Braylon Boyer, Andrew Ho-
eser, Bryce Erickson and 
Ashten Schultz.

The Warriors took fi rst pos-
session of the ball but could 
not make a basket. Following 
the miss, Schultz put the War-
riors on the board fi rst, 2-0.

However, the Dons took 
the lead with a 3-pointer, 3-2.

Kennedy’s pass assisted 
Hoeser’s basket, taking back 

the lead, 4-3.
It was answered by another 

Don’s 3-pointer, 6-4.
After a shot defl ected off 

the glass, Hoeser shot a quick 
jump shot, tying at 6.

The Dons broke the tie, 
8-6, then followed with a free 
throw, 9-6.

Max Kreitlow tied the score 
at 9 with a 3-pointer.

The Dons took the lead 
once more with a basket, 11-9, 
beginning a streak that lasted 
until 19-9, when Sam Hayes 
shot a free throw, 19-10.

A Don paid the Warriors 
back with a 3-pointer, 22-10, 
and with another after that, 
25-10, prompting a timeout.

Coming back off it, Schultz 
netted a free throw, 25-11.

The Dons shot further 
ahead with another 3-pointer, 
28-11.

Kennedy nailed a 3-pointer 
while the Dons’ defense was 
distracted. 28-14.

But his gain was undone 
by a Don’s 3-pointer, 31-14.

Erickson shot his own 
3-pointer after, 31-17.

It was answered by a Don’s, 
34-17, a little over fi ve min-
utes left in the half.

The Dons hit a successful 
free throw, 35-17, and another 
after, 36-17.

Hayes netted a pair of free 
throws, 36-19.

Kreitlow nailed another 
3-pointer, bringing the gap 
again to 14 points, 36-22. 

Kennedy continued the 
streak, nailing his second 
3-pointer, 36-25, 1:45 left in 
the half.

The Dons broke the streak 
with a pair of free throws, 
38-25.

Kreitlow shot another 
3-pointer, 38-28 followed by 
Schultz’ regular basket, 38-
30, the gap closing as the last 
minutes closed, too.

Boyer applied some pres-
sure and stole the ball, tak-
ing it down the court but his 
layup was no good. However, 
Schultz nabbed the rebound 
and made his layup as the 
clock counted down the last 
30 seconds, 38-32.

With 10 seconds left, the 
Dons netted a quick basket, 
40-32, closing out the half.

Starting the second half, 
the Dons had possession of 
the ball, and soon took the 
fi rst points with a pair of free 
throws, 42-32. 

Hoeser answered it with his 
basket, 42-34.

The Dons were undeterred, 
and shot a 3-pointer, 45-34, 
back to leading by double-

digits.
Hoeser got a taste of the 

3-point bug with one, 45-37. 
Erickson followed that with a 
basket, 45-39, the gap slowly 
disappearing.

The Dons liked their 
3-pointers and netted another, 
48-39.

Kreitlow kept to his far cor-
ners for his 3-pointer, 48-42.

Proving this was the battle 
of the 3-point shots, the Dons 
netted one more, 51-42.

Hayes netted two free 
throws, 51-44, the gain erased 
by a Don’s free throws, 53-44.

The game went a few 
minutes with the ball going 
back and forth, divided up 
by a timeout, before Hoeser’s 
layup took the score to 53-46.

The Warriors were so close 
to the lead, but a Don’s steal 
took it that much further from 
the Warriors’ fi ngers, 55-46. 
The Dons followed it with a 
3-pointer, 58-46, fi ve minutes 
left in the game.

The game went two minutes 
without a score until a Don 
made a free throw, 59-47.

Hoeser went to the free 
throw line and netted one, 
59-49. Erickson followed that 
with a basket, 57 second left 
on the clock.

The Dons nudged ahead 
with a pair of free throws, 
61-49, but Kennedy answered 
that with a basket, 61-51.

The Dons’ two free throws 
brought them that much closer 
to a win, 63-51.

Kennedy’s 3-pointer at the 
with 25 seconds lefttook the 
Warriors to 63-54, the last 
points of the game scored.

The Warriors lost 63-54, 
the streak continuing for one 
more game.

The Warriors instead 
worked in a win against the 
Loyal High School boys 
varsity basketball team Dec. 
15, 54-36.

The Warriors faced the 
Stanley-Boyd boys varsity 
basketball team in a Dec. 
19 home game, before the 
deadline.

The Warriors will host Gil-
man High School next, Dec. 
21 at 7:15 p.m.

Edward DuBois contrib-
uted to this article.

Submitted photo
The Neillsville fourth-grade girls basketball team traveled to Spencer recently for 
their first basketball tournament and won fi rst place. The elementary-grade War-
riors defeated Spencer and Altoona in pool play, then went on to beat Altoona in the 
championship game.

First tournament victory

Strike Time Lanes 
bowling league 

standings
The following are the re-

sults from the weekly bowling 
leagues at Strike Time Lanes 
in Neillsville.
Monday Night Women’s 

League
Dec. 11–Week 14

Wins-losses
Richmond Inc. 51-47
Strokes & Stitches 50-48
Cathy’s Team 48-50
Mixed Nutz 47-51

High game
Penny Johnson 213
Ginny Schuld 213
Tina Mortenson 191

High series
Ginny Schuld 540
Penny Johnson5 21
Tina Mortenson 499

High game (handicap)
Penny Johnson 255
Ginny Schuld 241
Margaret Gruzebeck 240
Tina Mortenson 240

High series (handicap)
Penny Johnson647
Tina Mortenson 646
Ginny Schuld 624

Tuesday Swingers 
Dec. 12–Week 15

Wins-losses
Sport Country 66-39
Millis Trucking 65-40
Gesche Funeral Home 65-40 
Clinic Pharmacy 60-45 
Sniteman Pharmacy 53-52

Team high game 
(handicap)

Sniteman Pharmacy 863
Sport Country 825
Millis Trucking 817

Team high series
(handicap)

Sniteman Pharmacy 2445
Sport Country 2393
Millis Trucking 2386

Individual high game 
(scratch)

Bonnie Fisher 201
Melissa Fisher 194
Bev Panagiotaros 189
Ginny Schuld 176

Individual high series 
(scratch)

Melissa Fisher 532

Bonnie Fisher 529
Gavle Vatne 484
Ginny Schuld 475

Split pick-up
Lauren Anderko 3-6-7-10
Mary Norton 4-6
Ginny Schuld 5-7
Judy Myskewitz 2-7

Tuesday Night Early
Dec. 12–Week 15

Wins-losses
Balls of Fury 65-40
Zank’s Custom Harvest 64-41
The Clubhaus 58-47
Gross Motors 1 57-48
Heinzen Printing 56-49
Maple Road Forestry 53-52
Speakeasy II 49-56 
Thomas Technical 46-59 
American Legion 39-66
Gross Motors 2 38-67

High series–scratch
Tyler Seidl 784
Coty Montgomery 724
Mike Thomas 685

High game–scratch
Coty Montgomery 279
Tyler Seidl 267
David Saindon 266

Wednesday American
Dec. 13–Week 15

Wins-losses
R&R Repair 64-41
Perfect 10 63-42
Olson’s 61-44
Dirt Bros 53-52
Marshfi eld Motor Speedway 
52-53
Custom Heating 51-54
Speakeasy Saloon 50-55
Luchterhand Acres 50-55
Sav-Rite 48-57
Thomas Technical 46-59
JBC Screenprinting 46-59
The Depot 46-59

High series–scratch
Tim Nichols 703
Mike Olson 673
Coty Montgomery 651

High game–scratch
Scott Bowe 266
Coty Montgomery 254
Tim Nichols 249
Saturday Mixed Couples

No submission

Co-ed’s volleyball 
standings

The Neillsville recreation 
Department has released the 
co-ed’s volleyball standings.

Strike Time Lanes 19-1  
Harder Built 14-6  

Just Like Home Childcare 
8-12  

Rogneys 8-12  
Just Love Coffee 7-13  
X-Mennos 4-16  



 M329 STH 97, Marshfield • 715-387-4161

CHRISTMAS EVE           CHRISTMAS EVE           
                  BBrunchrunch  

        Serving 9:30am - 2pmServing 9:30am - 2pm
CLOSED FOR THE EVENINGCLOSED FOR THE EVENING

We Will Be Serving...We Will Be Serving...

Christmas Day Christmas Day BrunchBrunch  
Serving 10am - 2pmServing 10am - 2pm

Logan Ramey Elvis 
Tribute Artist

New Years Eve 4-7pm
Dinner & Show ~ $45

Advance Tickets

High Speed 
Internet Access

 Available At Your Verizon 
Authorized Wireless Retailer!

404 East Division St., Hwy. 10 East, Neillsville, WI 54456

715-743-3207 • Toll Free 1-(888)-743-3207 

See Store  
For Details

Seeking volunteers that morning from
10 - Noon for food prep and from

1pm until done for cleanup 
Monetary donations to purchase food

supplies are appreciated.

Contact Lori with Questions
715-937-0144

2 miles South of Cty H on Cty K North of Granton

21st Community Christmas Dinner

Monday Dec. 25
York Center UMC

Serving Noon til Gone
(No early serving)

Carryouts are available

Free Will Offering to benefit Mission Projects

Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year      

from... 
Christie Country Quilts

432 Hewett St, Neillsville • 715-819-1299
Winter Hours Begin Jan. 10, 2024
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Have sports results or outdoor 
information you’d like to share? We 

welcome all types of sports and 
outdoor information and would like to make 
it as easy as possible for you to get it to us. 

Send information via email to 
editor@clarkcopress.com 

or call 608-856-4952.

Sports
Greyhounds’ girls basketball 

season gets rough
The Loyal High School 

girls varsity basketball team 
(Greyhounds), coached by 
Mike Rueth, hosted the As-
sumption High School girls 
varsity basketball team (Roy-
als) Dec. 12.

The Greyhounds were on a 
winning streak, 4-0. Like the 
Greyhounds, the Royals were 
undefeated.

Starting off the game’s fi rst 
quarter were Summer Smith, 
Autumn Zvolena, Sheila 
Tellock, Olivia Nikolai and 
Jordan Corder.

The Royals took fi rst pos-
session of the ball, but Zvo-
lena took the rebound from 
a missed shot. However, the 
Royals’ stole the ball and net-
ted the fi rst points, 2-0.

The Greyhounds gained 
possession via a tied ball. The 
Royals took possession again 
soon after and overcame the 
Greyhounds’ defense, 4-0; 
with another basket following 
another steal, 6-0.

After a timeout, the Tellock 
put the Greyhounds on the 
board with a basket, 6-2.

Hope Peroshek caught the 
ball from Tellock passing over 
the head of a Royal to net a 
basket, 6-4.

However, the Royals an-
swered with the fi rst 3-pointer 
of the game, 9-4, following 
with another, 12-4.

Zvolena broke the streak 
with a basket, 12-6.

Her gain was undone by 
a Royal’s free throw, 13-6. 
Their streak continued 19-6, 
when Nikolai shot a pair of 
free throws, 19-8.

The Royals shot ahead 
further, 33-8, and another 
timeout was called with just 
less than six minutes left in 
the game.

The timeout did nothing to 
break the Royals’ momentum, 
and a minute and a half later 
the Royals netted another 
basket, 35-8, followed by a 
3-pointer, 38-8.

After a desperate pass to 
Nicolai and back, Mallory 
Jakobi broke the Royals’ steak 
with a 3-pointer, 38-11, the 
Greyhounds breaking into the 
double-digits with a little over 
three minutes left in the half.

The Royals soon shot 
another successful basket, 
40-11, then another to end 
the half at 42-11.

The Greyhounds began the 
second half on defense, which 
the Royals avoided by taking 
a 3-point shot, 45-11, soon 
netting another, 47-11.

Corder nailed a jump shot 
immediately after, 47-13. 
Zvolena continued the drive, 
47-15.

The Royals prevented a 
longer streak, 49-15. This 
established a streak that 
lasted until the Royals called 
a timeout, 57-15.

The Royals seemed to 

know every Greyhounds’ 
weakness: who to steal from, 
who to weave around to get 
a layup, and who to back off 
from to shoot a 3-pointer. And, 
as fast as the Greyhounds tried 
to be, the Royals seemed twice 
as fast.

The Royals picked right up 
where they left off, netting 
another basket, 59-15.

Nikolai tried to pick things 
up for the Greyhounds with 
her fi rst 3-pointer of the game, 
59-18.

The Royals’ next streak 
went to 65-18, when Tellock 
shot a 3-pointer, 65-21.

The Greyhounds needed 
more shots like this, and more 
frequently to win with only 
nine minutes left in the game.

The Royals kept going with 
another basket, 65-21, but 
Corder answered it with her 
own, 65-23.

The Royals came back from 
a timeout and shot a successful 
3-pointer, 70-23.

Tellock prevented a streak 
with a basket, 75-25, but her 
gain was undone by a Royal’s 
basket, 72-25.

Smith netted a successful 
free throw, 72-26, but the 
Greyhounds were put further 
behind by a Royals’ free 
throw, 75-26, then another 
after, 78-26. A layup followed, 
80-26, concluding the last 
points the Royals would score 
for the game.

The Greyhounds kept go-
ing, playing until the fi nal 
seconds, Zvolena gaining 
the next points with a layup, 
80-28.

But the lead well in the Roy-
als’ court, all they needed to 
do was slow the Greyhounds 
down, which they did.

A minute was spent with the 
teams stealing from each other 
again and again, resulting in 
Zvolena’s last basket, 80-30, 
and the last basket of the game.

The Greyhounds lost 80-
30, breaking their season’s 
streak, the Royals remaining 
undefeated.

The Greyhounds went up 
against the Neillsville High 
School girls varsity basketball 
team in a Dec. 14 home game 
and were unable to reestab-
lish a winning streak, losing 
50-14. The Greyhounds then 
travelled to Stratford High 
School Dec. 18 and Columbus 
Catholic High School Dec. 19, 
before the deadline.

The Greyhounds will face 
Gilman High School in a Dec. 
22 home game at 7:15 p.m.

Edward DuBois contrib-
uted to this article.

 

Submitted photo
Ryan Roehl, a former resident of Neillsville, with his children, harvested an 8-point 
buck north of Neillsville. Rodney, Ryan’s father (not pictured), of Neillsville har-
vested a doe north of Neillsville.

Coming back to hunt

 

Edward DuBois/Clark County Press
Tim Kopp (left), a patron of Widgy’s Outdoors, said he would drive extra miles to 
support the hunting store in Neillsville than go to stores like Fleet Farm.

Small Business Saturday: Widgy’s

Clark County Jail bookings
Dec. 6–12
Format: name, classifica-
tion, charge(s), release date 
(if given).

Thursday, Dec. 7
Schofield, Allan Albert, 

new charges, bail jumping—
misdemeanor and disorderly 
conduct, Dec. 7, 2023.

Scott, Randy Pat, probation 
violation, probation violation.

Ward, Mark Edward, pro-
bation violation, probation 
violation, Dec. 8, 2023.

Saturday, Dec. 9
Brisk Jr., Bernard Buffalo, 

out of county transfer, proba-
tion violation, Dec. 12, 2023.

Costner, Dustin James, out 
of county transfer, second-de-
gree sexual assault of a child.

Lehouillier, James Stephen, 
new charges, operating while 
under the infl uence, Dec. 9, 
2023.

Mills, Andrew Emerson, 
out of county transfer, proba-
tion violation.

Myers-Woychik, Jeffrey 
Shane, out of county transfer, 
possession of a short-barreled 
shotgun/rifl e.

Simone, Matthew Santino, 
out of county transfer, disor-
derly conduct, Dec. 13, 2023.

Wamego, Clayton Walter, 
out of county transfer, bail 
jumping—felony.

White Eagle, Vern Elliot, 
out of county transfer, battery, 
strangulation, disorderly con-
duct and probation violation.

Whitewater, John Lind-

sey, out of county transfer, 
operating with a controlled 
substance.

Monday, Dec. 11
Bentler, Kyle James, pro-

bation violation, probation 
violation.

Doffi ng, Jason Lee, violat-
ing a harassment restraining 
order, Dec. 11, 2023.

Humphrey IV, Thomas 
Bernard, probation violation, 
criminal damage to property, 
disorderly conduct and proba-
tion violation.

White, Craig Alan, pro-
bation violation, probation 
violation, Dec. 12, 2023.

Tuesday, Dec. 12
Fitzl, Nicole Faye, new 

charges, operating while 
revoked, operating with a 
controlled substance and bail 
jumping—felony.

  



Julie, Jake & Trish At
NextHome Partners would
like to Wish You and Your

Family a Wonderful Holiday
Season and a Healthy New Year!

SEASON’S GREETINGS

Happy Holidays  
from  Dr. Nemec

                   and the staff of 
                              Badger 

                                Animal         
                                 Clinic

715-238-7686 x3

W7652 U.S. Hwy. 10,
5 miles West of 

Neillsville, 
next to Silverdome
715-743-2444

Jayme’s

SpeakEasy
Saloon & Grill

Thank you for your patronage this
past year. Wishing everyone a

Merry Christmas! 

Normal Business Hours Will Resume Tues., Dec. 26

CLOSED DEC. 24 & DEC. 25
So our staff may enjoy the holiday with family

BACKWOODS INTERIOR
DETAILING

AutomotiveVeteran OwnedFully Insured

Detailing
Interior/Exterior

(715) 305-2280
Neillsville, WI

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Prices from $1009 – $1189

• One piece Polythylene construction
• Available in two sizes 68" or 78" diameter
• 5 or 6 window option
• 9" x 26" smoked glass oval windows
• Window in door • Roof Vent option
• Windows & door frame w/weather stripping
• Designed for gun or bow
• 2½" bottom flange for ground staking
• Easily mounted to your raised platform.
• Costs 30% less than other brands. 

Hunting BlindsHunting Blinds
Made in the USA

1209 W. Dall-Berg Rd.
P.O. Box 190,

Greenwood, WI 54437
715-267-6188 • 800-272-6188

Clark Electric 
Cooperative

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

With many good wishes for the 
holiday Season and the coming year.

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year

436 Hewett Street, 
Neillsville, WI  

715-743-3750

CLOSED DEC 24 & 25 FOR CHRISTMAS

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year from theLooking For A

Quality Used Vehicle?
Call Craig Rodenberg At...
715-284-4525

Riverside Auto, Black River Falls
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Nancy Curtin/Clark County Press
Dec. 1, story hour at the Neillsville Public Library focused on snowfl akes. The chil-
dren created bookmarks to place on the tree and then to be given back to them after 
Christmas. Above, Kathy read Snowfl akes Falling to group of eager listeners. Below, 
Leslie assisted Adam, Sophia and Marley with making snowfl ake bookmarks. The 
children were encouraged to hang their bookmarks on the tree, to be returned after 
Christmas. “Adam and Sophia have been coming to story hour since the fi rst of the 
year. “The kids enjoy getting together with their friends and they just adore Kathy 
and Janay. It’s a great time to pick out different books and movies and return the 
others,” Leslie said.

Creating the winter seasonCity of Neillsville weekly 
police blotter

Friday, Nov. 17
MISSING ADULT: At 

1:56 p.m., police received a 
report of a missing 39-year-
old Neillsville female. Police 
searched the Neillsville area 
where the subject’s phone 
pinged. The subject was 
located and was transported 
to MMC-Neillsville for a 
medical evaluation.

TRAFFIC: At 7:08 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
to a 42-year-old Neillsville 
male for a lighting violation.

TRAFFIC: At 7:48 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
to a 34-year-old Iola male for 
a lighting violation.

TRAFFIC: At 8:58 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for a vehicle license plate not 
being properly displayed to an 
18-year-old rural Neillsville 
female.

TRAFFIC: At 11:51 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for failure to maintain lane 
control to a 51-year-old Green 
Bay male.

Saturday, Nov. 18
TRAFFIC: At 1:25 a.m., 

police issued a traffi c warning 
for a violation of child safety 
restraint and a lighting viola-
tion to a 26-year-old Vesper 
female.

TRAFFIC: At 2:54 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for failure to completely stop 
at a “stop” sign to a 71-year-
old Neillsville female.

TRAFFIC: At 3:33 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for a registration display 
violation to a 65-year-old 
Loyal male.

TRAFFIC: At 4:23 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for failure to completely stop 
at a “stop” sign to a 62-year-
old Ramsey, MN male.

TRAFFIC: At 5:59 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
to a 31-year-old Dorchester 
male for a lighting violation.

TRAFFIC: At 7:38 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c citation 

for a lighting violation, oper-
ating a motor vehicle without 
a valid license and operating a 
motor vehicle without insur-
ance to a 30-year-old Osseo 
male.

TRAFFIC: At 8:12 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for non-registration of 
an automobile and a lighting 
violation to a 48-year-old 
Oconomowoc male.

TRAFFIC: At 9 p.m., po-
lice issued a traffi c warning 
to a 27-year-old Arpin male 
for a lighting violation.

WELFARE CHECK: At 
9:10 p.m., police responded to 
the 500 block of Court Street 
for a report of a juvenile walk-
ing in shorts. Police patrolled 
the area and were unable to 
locate them.

BUSINESS CHECK: At 
10:58 p.m., police discovered 
an open door on the west side 
of a building in the 500 block 
of East Division Street that is 
normally closed. Contact was 
made with the keyholder and 
the building was secured.

Sunday, Nov. 19
TRAFFIC: At 12:42 p.m., 

police issued a traffi c warning 
for failure to completely stop 
at a “stop” sign to a 54-year-
old Neillsville male.

TRAFFIC: At 7:49 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing to a 19-year-old Granton 
male for a lighting violation.

MEDICAL CALL: At 8:35 
p.m., police responded to 
the 500 block of East Sixth 
Street to assist EMS with a 
medical call.

TRAFFIC: At 9:44 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
to a 53-year-old Willard fe-
male for a lighting violation.

Monday, Nov. 20
PARKING COMPLAINT: 

At 9:08 a.m., police received 
a report of a vehicle parked on 
their property at West Eighth 
and Clay streets. Police made 
contact with the owner of the 
vehicle and the vehicle was 

removed.
TRAFFIC: At 9:28 a.m., 

police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for operating an ATV 
without lighted headlamps/
taillamps and for an ATV lo-
cal ordinance violation to a 
46-year-old Neillsville male.

TRAFFIC: At 9:42 a.m., 
police issued a correction 
notice/warning for non-regis-
tration of an automobile to a 
26-year-old Owen male.

SEARCH WARRANT: 
At 11 a.m., police executed 
a search warrant in the 100 
block of East Sixth Street 
in search of illegal drugs, 
drug paraphernalia, fi rearms 
and electronic devices. The 
21-year-old male subject 
was not home and the search 
warrant was executed without 
incident. During the warrant, 
evidence/property seized 
included large amounts of 
marijuana and several drug 
paraphernalia items.

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY: 
At 8 p.m., police responded to 
the 200 block of East Division 
Street for a report of suspi-
cious activity.

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY: 
At 9:56 p.m., police responded 
to the 100 block of Hewett 
Street for a report of suspi-
cious activity.

Tuesday, Nov. 21
TRAFFIC: At 11:50 a.m., 

police issued a traffi c citation 
for operating without a valid 
license and operating a motor 
vehicle without insurance to 
a 29-year-old rural Neillsville 
male.

TRAFFIC: At 12:10 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for speeding and non-
registration of an automobile 
to a 52-year-old Neillsville 
female.

TRAFFIC: At 12:29 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for speeding to a 43-year-old 
Neillsville female.

TRAFFIC: At 1:28 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for speeding to a 33-year-old 
Appleton female.
Police blotter, continued on 

page 15



EARLY
DEADLINESDEADLINES

FOR PUBLICATIONS
THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 25

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19
3:00 PM

Banner Journal, Clark County Press,
The Shopper, Arrow Shopper and

Trempealeau County Times

FOR PUBLICATIONS
THE WEEK OF JANUARY 1

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26
3:00 PM

Banner Journal, Clark County Press,
The Shopper, Arrow Shopper and

Trempealeau County Times

Our offices will be closed
Monday, December 25 & January 1.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Mon.-Fri. 8a-6pMon.-Fri. 8a-6p
Sat. by appt. Sat. by appt. 

715-773-0579715-773-0579
N12458 Cty. Rd. O, 

Greenwood, WI 54437

GreenwoodGreenwood
Meadows

ORGANIC

Turkey ....$4.85/lb
Chicken ...$4.60/lb
Duck .......$6.99/lb

ORDER NOW!

       Christmas
            Smoked
            Turkey
Chicken or Duck

Organic, Pastured Poultry
And...Order It

Smoked for FREE!
Dec. 18-22 (while supplies) 

 • Special Orders Available on Single
 & Double Hung Windows

 Complete Post Frame Packages and Metal Roofing’s

 10% Off
 In Stock

 Clear Panels
 Sky Lights

 Call us for a Free Quote

 715-503-8196
 Closed Sundays

 

 • Log Sawing, Kiln Drying, Misc. Molding and Much More
 • Residential Doors, Poly Jams,

 Commercial Doors

 ~ Short Lead Times ~

 • Multiple Slider Windows In Stock

N9126 Cty Rd O, Greenwood WI 54437

Vinyl
Coated

Sinker Nails 
$43/box
50lb box
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Police blotter, continued 
from page 14

TRAFFIC: At 2:01 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for failure to properly 
maintain stop lamps to a 
51-year-old Eau Claire male.

TRAFFIC: At 5:10 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for speeding, failure to main-
tain a high-mounted stop lamp 
and illegible license plates 
to a 22-year-old Marshfi eld 
female.

TRAFFIC: At 5:45 p.m., 
police conducted a traffic 
stop with a vehicle at the 
intersection of Fifth Street 
and Grand Avenue. During 
the traffi c stop, police could 
smell a strong, burnt odor of 
marijuana coming from the 
driver’s side of the vehicle. 
The 39-year-old Neillsville 
male admitted to possessing 
marijuana and turned it over 
to police. Police searched 
the vehicle and recovered an 
amount of marijuana. The 
driver was issued citations 
for non-registration of an 
automobile and possession 
of THC.

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY: 
At 9:50 p.m., police responded 
to the 600 block of West 
Fourth Street for a report of 
a suspicious vehicle parked 
near their driveway. Police 
patrolled the area and were 
unable to locate a suspicious 
vehicle.

SUSPICIOUS ACTIV-
ITY: At 11:53 p.m., police 
responded to the 600 block of 
West Fifth Street for a report of 
a suspicious vehicle parked in 
front of their residence. Police 
located the vehicle and there 
was nothing suspicious.

Wednesday, Nov. 22
ASSIST: At 9:55 a.m., 

police assisted the Portage 
County Sheriff ’s Office 

to a 23-year-old Eau Claire 
female.

PARKING VIOLATION: 
At 1:20 p.m., police observed 
a vehicle parked illegally in 
the roadway near West Fifth 
and Ayers streets. Police spoke 
with the owner and the vehicle 
was moved without incident.

TRAFFIC: At 2 p.m., po-
lice issued a traffi c warning 
for speeding to a 62-year-old 
Dresser female.

TRAFFIC: At 4:11 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for failure to completely stop 
at a “stop” sign to a 33-year-
old Spencer male.

TRAFFIC COMPLAINT: 
At 6:10 p.m., police received 
a report of a vehicle driving 
erratically driving westbound 
into the city limits. Police 
made contact with the driver 
of the vehicle.

TRAFFIC: At 8:17 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
to a 39-year-old Cornell male 
for a lighting violation.

ASSIST SHERIFF: At 8:26 
p.m., police assisted the Clark 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce with 
a jail inmate being transferred 
from jail to Memorial Medi-
cal Center-Neillsville. Police 
stood by at the hospital until 
a Sheriff’s Deputy arrived.

TRAFFIC: At 9:16 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c cita-
tion for speeding, operating a 
motor vehicle without a valid 
license and operating a motor 
vehicle without insurance to 
a 24-year-old Arcadia male.

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY: 
At 9:37 p.m., police received 
a report of suspicious activity 
in the 200 block of East Divi-
sion Street.

TRAFFIC: At 11:12 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for operating a motor vehicle 
without proof of insurance 
and a lighting violation to 
a 39-year-old Neillsville 

with making contact with a 
38-year-old Neillsville male 
who had an arrest warrant. 
Police arrested the subject 
on a probation hold. While 
searching his jacket, police 
seized a hollowed-out pen that 
appeared to be a makeshift 
pipe and a burnt piece of tin 
foil. The pen tested positive 
for methamphetamine. Police 
are recommending the subject 
be charged with possession 
of methamphetamine to the 
Clark County District At-
torney.

TRAFFIC: At 11:40 a.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for speeding to a 47-year-old 
Chaska, MN male.

WELFARE CHECK: At 
2:29 p.m., police responded 
to the 100 block of West 21st 
Street for a welfare check.

WARRANT: At 2:37 p.m., 
police conducted a traffic 
stop with a vehicle on Grand 
Avenue at 18th Street. Police 
confirmed the 33-year-old 
Black River Falls male had an 
arrest warrant and a suspended 
driver’s license. When the ve-
hicle stopped, the male subject 
ran away from the vehicle. The 
subject was issued a citation 
for operating while suspended 
and recommending charges 
for resisting arrest to the Clark 
County District Attorney.

Thursday, Nov. 23
MEDICAL CALL: At 

12:15 p.m., police responded 
to the 300 block of East Fourth 
Street for a report of a subject 
choking. 

TRAFFIC: At 6:02 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
to a 22-year-old Neillsville 
male for a lighting violation.

Friday, Nov. 24
TRAFFIC: At 12:49 p.m., 

police issued a correction 
notice/warning for non-regis-
tration of an automobile and 
a traffi c citation for speeding 

female.
Saturday, Nov. 25

TRAFFIC: At 6:16 a.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for a registration display 
violation, operating a motor 
vehicle without proof of 
insurance and a plate lamp 
not functioning/missing to a 
25-year-old Granton male.

TRAFFIC: At 6:29 a.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for failure to properly main-
tain tail lamps and operating 
a motor vehicle without two 
headlights to a 49-year-old 
Neillsville male.

INFORMATION: At 2:30 
p.m., police responded to the 
area of East Second Street 
for a report of smoke coming 
from a house. Police checked 
the area and did not fi nd any 
smoke or fi re.

ASSIST CITIZEN: At 2:33 
p.m., police responded to 
the 200 block of East Fourth 
Street and assisted an elderly 
resident.

TRAFFIC: At 2:53 p.m., 
police issued a correction 
notice/warning for operating 
a motor vehicle without insur-
ance and non-registration of 
an automobile to a 21-year-old 
Chili male.

TRAFFIC: At 7:22 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing to a 45-year-old Brooklyn 
Park, MN male for a lighting 
violation.

TRAFFIC: At 7:55 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
to a 54-year-old Neillsville 
male for a lighting violation.

TRAFFIC: At 8:25 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for operating a motor vehicle 
without two headlights to a 
64-year-old rural Neillsville 
male.

TRAFFIC: At 9:07 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
to a 63-year-old Spring Lake, 
MN female for a lighting 
violation.

WELFARE CHECK: At 
10:05 p.m., police responded 
to the 100 block of Hewett 
Street for a welfare check.

TRAFFIC: At 11:01 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for failure to keep a vehicle 
under control to a 16-year-old 
rural Neillsville male.

Sunday, Nov. 26
CRIMINAL TRESPASS: 

At 3:10 a.m., police responded 
to the 200 block of West 12th 
Street for a report of a break-
in in progress. Upon arrival, 

police spoke with the 40-year-
old Neillsville male suspect 
who appeared intoxicated 
and confused. The suspect 
was transported to the Clark 
County Jail for disorderly 
conduct and referred to the 
Clark County District Attor-
ney for charges of trespassing.

PROPERTY CHECK: At 9 
a.m., police received a request 
to check a residence in the 
100 block of Oak Street. The 
reporting party thought they 
saw something suspicious 
on the camera. Police per-
formed a property check and 
observed no sign of anything 
suspicious.

TRAFFIC: At 3:04 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c citation 
for speeding, operating a mo-
tor vehicle without insurance 
and operating without a valid 
license to a 29-year-old Green 
Bay male.

ASSIST: At 9:41 p.m., 
police assisted a citizen with 
trying to locate their lost cell 
phone in the 200 block of West 
12th Street.

Monday, Nov. 27
MOTOR VEHICLE AC-

CIDENT: At 10:23 a.m., 
police responded to the 100 
block of East Division Street 
for a two-vehicle traffi c ac-
cident.

THEFT: At 12 p.m., police 
received a report of a theft 
in the 300 block of Grand 
Avenue. The reporting party 
advised someone had stolen 
his snow shovel. Police were 
able to identify the male sub-
ject. He was told to return the 
shovel and he complied.

INFORMATION: At 2:27 
p.m., police responded to the 
500 block of Court Street for 
a 15-year-old Neillsville fe-
male who was having suicidal 
thoughts. The subject was 
conveyed to a local hospital 
where she received a volun-
tary evaluation.

ASSIST CITIZEN: At 4:33 
p.m., police responded to 
the 200 block of East Fourth 
Street and assisted an elderly 
resident.

INFORMATION: At 4:54 
p.m., police received a re-
straining order violation re-
port from the 300 block of 
Hewett Street.

Tuesday, Nov. 28
TRAFFIC: At 7:06 a.m., 

police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for inattentive driving to 
a 59-year-old Stanley male.

TRAFFIC: At 7:45 a.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for speeding to a 17-year-old 
Humbird female.

911 CALL: At 9:50 a.m., 
police responded to the 400 
block of Center Street for a 
report of an accidental 911 
call. Police patrolled the area 
and were unable to locate 
anyone in distress.

COMPLAINT: At 12:29 
p.m., police received a report 
from a 39-year-old Wausau 
female in the 500 block of 
Court Street that several 
people were harassing her.

TRAFFIC: At 2:23 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c citation 
for unnecessary acceleration 
to an 18-year-old Neillsville 
male.

TRAFFIC: At 4:36 p.m., 
police issued a correction 

notice/warning to a 29-year-
old Chippewa Falls male for a 
registration display violation.

VEHICLE LOCK-OUT: 
At 4:48 p.m., police assisted a 
female subject with a vehicle 
lock-out in the 200 block of 
Grand Avenue.

WELFARE CHECK: At 
5:26 p.m., police received a 
report of a subject walking 
east in the westbound lane 
of traffi c of CTH 10. Police 
patrolled CTH 10 to Owen 
Avenue and were unable to 
locate them.

TRAFFIC: At 5:40 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
to a 66-year-old Kewaunee 
male for a lighting violation.

TRAFFIC: At 8:02 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for no tail lamp/defective 
tail lamp to a 43-year-old 
Walworth female.

Wednesday, Nov. 29
NEIGHBORHOOD COM-

PLAINT: At 10:48 a.m., 
police received a complaint 
from a resident in the 200 
block of Sunset Place about 
their neighbor standing in 
their driveway watching 
them. The complainant felt 
this was a form of harassment. 
No action was taken.

WELFARE CHECK: At 
12:31 p.m., police responded 
to the 200 block of West 
Seventh Street for a welfare 
check.

911 CALL: At 1:31 p.m., 
police responded to the 300 
block of Oak Street for a 911 
hang-up.

DOG AT LARGE: At 3:15 
p.m., police responded to the 
area of East Fourth and East 
Fifth streets for a report of 
a dog at large. Police took 
custody of the dog and trans-
ported it to the Clark County 
Humane Society.

TRAFFIC: At 6:17 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c citation 
for operating while revoked 
and a license restriction 
violation to a 76-year-old 
Neillsville male.

TRAFFIC: At 7:39 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
to a 47-year-old Auburndale 
male for a lighting violation.

COMPLAINT: At 9:41 
p.m., police responded to the 
200 block of Sunset Place for 
a report of loud music com-
ing from a vehicle. Police 
patrolled the area and did not 
hear any loud music.

Thursday, Nov. 30
TRAFFIC: At 2:34 a.m., 

police issued a traffi c warning 
for operating a motor vehicle 
without insurance and a light-
ing violation to a 51-year-old 
Spencer male.

TRAFFIC: At 12:21 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for inattentive driving to 
a 26-year-old Hixton male.

TRAFFIC: At 2:05 p.m., 
police issued a correction 
notice/warning for non-regis-
tration of an automobile and 
a traffi c warning for speeding 
to a 52-year-old Greenwood 
male.

INFORMATION: At 2:45 
p.m., police received a report 
of a behavior referral from 
the Neillsville High School. 
The student was suspended 
from school and was cited for 
disorderly conduct.

Police blotter, continued on page 17



As another year comes to an end, 
we are sincerely grateful for the

support we receive each week from 
our advertisers, our readers and to 

those who help us tell the news.
The stories we publish each week 
are your stories – good and bad.
May your New Year bring you as 
many good stories as possible.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year

   From the staff at the
    Banner Journal,

    The Clark County Press
   and The Shopper 

Neillsville  •  Granton  •  Loyal  •  Spencer  •  Marshfield
1-800-599-8399
www.csbloyal.com

Citizens State Bank 
of Loyal

Community Owned, Community Minded

 Member FDIC

May your Christmas 
be filled with magical 
moments and your 

new year with endless 
possibilities.

 Merry Christmas and  Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! Happy New Year! 

FARMER’S 
PANTRY

DISCOUNT GROCERY
Bird’s Eye Mixed Vegetables 16 oz......... 4/$1.00
Simply Potatoes Southwest Style
   Hashbrowns 20 oz.......................................... $0.75
Totino’s Cheese Pizza 9.8 oz.......................... $1.00 
Hershey’s Semi-Sweet Chocolate Chips
   12 oz...................................................................... $1.89
Kraft Marshmallows 24 oz............................. $1.25
Russel Stover Milk & Dark Chocolate
   Assortment 9.4 oz........................................... $1.95
Queen Anne Dark Chocolate Cordial
   Cherries 6.6 oz.................................................. $0.89
Swiss Miss with Marshmallows 10 ct........ $0.89 
Colby Jack Cheese Sticks 9 oz...................... $0.99

Store Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun Closed.
Locations: Farmer’s Pantry Marshfield, WI (715) 384-3914

 Farmer’s Pantry Thorp, WI (715) 669-3400

~ Closed Christmas Day ~
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Clark County 
land transfers

Dec. 6–12
Format: Grantor/grantee, 

property location (address if 
given), municipality, acreage/
lot size, property value

Mary L. and Larry W. 
Dubois to the Larry W Du-
bois and Mary L Dubois 
Revocable Living Trust, 1003 
Hewett St., Neillsville, 1 acre, 
$126,200.

Shannon J. Fischer to 
Gerald K. Leinbach, W114 
Capital Rd., town of Unity, 
9 acres, $265,000.

Trustee of the William J. 
Herr Revocable Trust dated 
May 17, 2013 to Mark L. 
and Mary Ella Hoover, va-
cant land on Lovers Road, 
Greenwood, town of Warner, 
231 acres, $1,701,000.

Trustee of the William J. 
Herr Revocable Trust dated 
May 17, 2013 to James E. and 
Marilyn M. Hoover, N10550 
STH 73, Greenwood, town of 
Warner, 20 acres, $550,000.

David G. and Barbara A. 
(also known as Barbara Ann 
Lucht) Lucht, to David G. 
and Barbara A. Lucht, N8899 
CTH Y, town of Sherman, 20 
acres, $0.

David G. and Barbara A. 
Lucht to the David G. and 
Barbara A. Lucht Revocable 
Living Trust dated Oct. 5, 
2023, N8899 CTH Y, town of 
Sherman, 20 acres, $0.

The Dale J. Kundinger and 
Lynne A. Kundinger Joint 
Revocable Trust dated June 
28, 2013 to Tysac Holdings 
A, LLC, 210 West Second St., 
Granton, 0.2 acre, $25,000.

Darlene Bixby to Darlene 
L. Bixby, trustee of the 
George F. and Darlene L. 
Bixby Living Trust dated May 
8, 2007, and any amendments 
thereto, 508 Ayers St., 1 acre, 
$126,600.

Mark L. and Mary Ella 

Hoover to Randal L. and 
Tracy Kitzhaber, vacant 
land on Lovers Road, town 
of Warner, 0.5 acre, $1,000.

Wayne R. and Karen M. 
Kurth to the Kurth Family 
Irrevocable Trust, Two Mile 
Road, town of Grant, 80 acres, 
$154,400.

Bernard Walker to De-
lores Walker, 207 Grand 
Ave., Neillsville, 0.4 acre, 
$110,900.

Delores Walker to Gavin 
J. Learman, 207 Grand 
Ave., Neillsville, 0.4 acre, 
$110,900.

The Genteman Family 
Trust dated Aug. 15, 2000 to 
the Genteman Family Irrevo-
cable Trust, STH 95, town of 
Levis, 67.3 acres, $149,500.

The Genteman Family 
Trust dated Aug. 15, 2000 to 
the Genteman Family Irrevo-
cable Trust, STH 95, town of 
Levis, 80 acres, $209,400.

Randall A. and Patricia 
C. Klimmer to the Randall 
A. Klimmer and Patricia C. 
Klimmer Revocable Trust 
dated Dec. 4, 2023, N7846 
Hi Line Avenue, town of 
Sherman, 40 acres, $264,500.

Impact Seven Incorporated 
to Nolden Properties, LLC, 
320 Clark St., Granton, 1 acre, 
$410,000.

Dominique and Susan 
Joachim to Yee and Soua 
Hang Thor, Cloverdale Road, 
town of Reseburg, 5.3 acres, 
$20,000.

Cheryl A. Hink (also known 
as Cheryl Ann Hink) to Brad 
H. Antoniewski, W814 Todd 
Road, town of Sherwood, 5 
acres, $219,500.

Brad H. Antoniewski to 
Alexander Schneider and 
Kaitlyn Duhm, W814 Todd 
Rd., town of Sherwood, 39.1 
acres, $219,500.

Michael A. Staniec to 

Kevin D. and Kerry M. Fer-
stenou, 206 East School St., 
Thorp, 0.2 acre, $137,000.

The Kenneth J. Friemoth 
and Pamela A. Friemoth Re-
vocable Living Trust to Jacob 
T. Friemoth, STH 73, town of 
Washburn, 4 acres, $100,000.

Mary Ann Boyer to the 
Mary Ann Boyer Revocable 
Living Trust dated Nov. 16, 
2023, W1495 CTH K, 3 acres, 
$263,600.

Harold J. and Alice D. Gaier 
to Dale and Vicci Reeves, 
Turville Road, town of Levis, 
40 acres, $113,400.

Dorothy L. and Shannon L. 
Funston to the Dorothy and 
Shannon Funston Trust dated 
Dec. 5, 2023, W7234 Maple 
Rd., town of Pine Valley, 20 
acres, $227,000.

Warriors of the Week announced

Submitted photo
Neillsville Elementary’s Warriors of the Week for the week of Dec. 4 have been 
selected for their positive behavior in school.

Happy 
Holidays!
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You can help prevent it. 

Become an SMP volunteer.  

For more information 

 visit www.wisconsinsmp.org 

Medicare fraud 
costs BILLION$ 

every year.

(Published in The Clark County Press 
Dec. 6, 13 and 20, 2023)

STATE OF WISCONSIN, CIRCUIT COURT, 
CLARK COUNTY

ASSOCIATED BANK, N.A.
1305 Main Street
Stevens Point, WI 54481
  Plaintiff,
vs.
CANDACE J. FRAPPIER
1506 Hewett St.
Neillsville WI 54456
JOHN/JANE DOE FRAPPIER
(an Unknown Spouse of Candace J. Frappier)
1506 Hewett St.
Neillsville, WI 54456
              Defendants

Case No. 23-CV-115
Foreclosure of Mortgage: 30404

Hon. William Bratcher
Br. 2

     SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN TO:  

CANDACE J. FRAPPIER
JOHN/JANE DOE FRAPPIER

(an Unknown Spouse of Candace J. Frappier)
 You are hereby notifi ed that the Plaintiff named above 
has fi led a lawsuit or other legal action against you.
 Within forty (40) days after December 6, 2023, you 
must respond with a written demand for a copy of the 
Complaint.  The demand must be sent or delivered to: 
 Clark Clerk of Circuit Court
 Clark County Courthouse
 517 Court Street
 Neillsville, WI  54456-1977
and to Plaintiff’s attorney, whose address is:
 Weld Riley, S.C.
 500 Third Street, Suite 800
 P.O. Box 479
 Wausau, Wisconsin 54402-0479.  
 You may have an attorney help or represent you.
 If you do not demand a copy of the Complaint within 
forty (40) days, the Court may grant judgment against you 
for the award of money or other legal action requested 
in the Complaint, and you may lose your right to object 
to anything that is or may be incorrect in the Complaint.  
A judgment may be enforced as provided by law.  A 
judgment awarding money may become a lien against 
any real estate you own now or in the future, and may 
also be enforced by garnishment or seizure of property.
 Dated:      11/28/2023  .   

WELD RILEY, S.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff

   /s/ JOHN A. CRAVENS
State Bar #1001261

PLEASE DIRECT ALL CORRESPONDENCE,
INQUIRIES AND PLEADINGS TO:
Amy L. Unertl, Paralegal
Weld Riley, S.C.
500 Third Street, Suite 800
P. O. Box 479
Wausau, WI  54402-0479
(715) 845-8234 

WNAXLP
___________________________________________

(Published in The Clark County Press Dec. 13, 20 
and 27, 2023)

STATE OF WISCONSIN, CIRCUIT COURT, 
CLARK COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
ROBERT C. BERGER JR.
DOD: 1-7-2022

Notice to Creditors (Informal 
Administration)

Case No. 23-PR-65
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
 1. An application for informal administration was 
fi led.
 2. The decedent, with date of birth 10/11/1941 
and date of death 1/7/2022, was domiciled in Jackson 
County, State of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of 
W4031 Rock Creek Rd., Loyal, WI 54446.
 3. All interested persons have waived notice.
 4. The deadline for fi ling a claim against the dece-
dent’s estate is March 7, 2024.
 5. A claim may be fi led at the Clark County Court-
house, 517 Court St., Neillsville, Wisconsin, Room 
403.

/s/ Kimberly Bredlau
Probate Registrar

Nov. 28, 2023
Michael V. Salm
PO Box 302
Thorp, WI 54771
715-669-5583
Bar No:1012313

WNAXLP
___________________________________________

(Published in The Clark County Press Dec. 20, 2023.)
 NOTICE OF SPRING ELECTION

Village of Granton
April 2, 2024

Election Details
 An election will be held in the Village of Granton, on 
Tuesday, April 2, 2024. The following offi ces are to be 
elected to succeed the present incumbents listed:
      Offi ce                              Incumbent
 Village Trustee                     Bryan Vine
Offi ce Terms
 The term for Village Trustee begins on April 16, 
2024 and is a two year term.
The Caucus
 The Caucus will be held at the Village Hall at 
127 Maple Street in Granton on January 10, 2024 at 
7:00pm.
For Candidates
 To be considered for a Village Offi ce, a motion must 
be made to nominate you for a position on January 
10th and that motion needs a 2nd.   In the event that 
more than 2 candidates are nominated to a single po-
sition, a vote will be made that evening to select two 
candidates to run on the spring ballot.

WNAXLP
___________________________________________

(Published in The Clark County Press Dec. 20, 2023)
 COMMON COUNCIL

COUNCIL ROOM
DECEMBER 12, 2023

7:00 P.M.
 The Common Council met in regular session, May-
or Poeschel presiding. On roll call: all members pres-
ent. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
 The minutes of the previous meetings were de-
clared approved.
 Council Member Petkovsek reported on the Novem-
ber 28, 2023 meeting of the Grants Committee regard-
ing review and updating the list of grants in progress. 
 Council Member Rochester reported on the No-
vember 20, 2023 meeting of the Heritage Days Com-
mittee regarding: 1) discussion on Friday night bands, 
2) discussion on and approval of sending out donation 
request letters, 3) discussion on Uncommon Denomi-
nator band contract for Saturday night, 4) discussion 
on Miss Neillsville checkbook and 5) discussion on and 
approval of a contract with Chippewa Valley Sound for 
Friday and Saturday night shows at a cost of $3,000 
plus Friday night hotel rooms.
 Council Member Clough reported on the December 
12, 2023 meeting of the Commission on Public Works/
Utilities regarding current activities.
 Mayor Poeschel declared all reports fi led as pre-
sented with the City Clerk.
 Mayor Poeschel swore in Jake Mertzig as a City 
Police offi cer.
 Mayor Poeschel presented the following nomina-
tion list of polling place offi cials and voting registration 
deputies:
 Ward I –  Jana Marden, Janice Mayer, Gayle Vatne
 Ward II –  Kathy Brugger, Denise Clough, 
    Greg Glisczinski
 Ward III – Carol Harnisch, Mary Hartung, 
    Brent Shoup
 Ward IV – Sharon Bjerke, Natalie Erpenbach, 
    Mary Nauertz
 Ward V – Margaret Gelhaus, Lynda Hilliard, 
    Karen Venne
 This represents eight Republicans and seven Dem-
ocrat representatives in the polling place. Their terms 
of offi ce will be two years, from January 1, 2024 to De-
cember 31, 2025.
  Voter Registration Deputies – Kay Anason and 
Debbie Tlusty
 This represents one Republican and one Democrat 
voter registration deputy.  Their terms of offi ce will be 
for two years, from January 1, 2024 to December 31, 
2025.
 Motion Neville, second Counsell, to accept the 
Mayor’s nominations as presented for polling place of-
fi cials and voter registration deputies and appoint them 
to two-year terms 2024-2025. Council Member Clough 
abstained.  4-Aye, No-Nay, 1-Abstained. Motion car-
ried.
 City Clerk Roehl presented a request from Police 
Department employees to carry over 2023 unused va-
cation time due to personnel shortages not allowing for 
time to be taken off. There is a total of 120 hours. Em-
ployees are James Mankowski (80 hours) and Derek 
Wheatley (40 hours).
 Motion Counsell, second Rochester, to allow the 
Police Department employees to carry over their un-
used 2023 vacation hours to 2024, to be used by 
March 31, 2024. All Aye.
 Recreation Director Jessica Brown presented a 
request for use of the City Hall basement for a Tod-
dler/Child Play program. It is a new program funded 
by the $10,000 Listeman grant.  The basement area 
is heated, carpeted and permanent.  She could setup 
the area with the play equipment and not have to take 
it down and store it after each use. She will be there to 
supervise, the program would be for six years of age 
and under, the parent is required to stay.
 Council Member Counsell asked if there would be 
a charge and if we had checked with our insurance 
company.
 Recreation Director Brown stated that there would 
be a program charge and she had contacted the 
League of Wisconsin Municipalities and there is no 
concern.
 Motion Petkovsek, second Clough, to approve the 
used of the City Hall basement for a Toddlers/Child 
Play program. All Aye.
 Chief of Police Mankowski stated as he is complet-
ing his fourth year as Chief of Police, he has worked 
hard building a team of police offi cers, training them 
and providing the promise change that he was hired to 
deliver, now he is asking the Council for its trust. Trust 
that things are being done correctly, take time to thank 
our police offi cers.
 Chief of Police Mankowski reported on receiving the 
FBI-LEEDA Trilogy Award for completion of required 
leadership courses. He is the fi rst Neillsville Chief of 
Police in department history to achieve this.
 Chief of Police Mankowski reported on trainings, 
Police Offi cer Mertzig will being fi eld training in Janu-
ary, Police Offi cer Fecker will being fi eld training the 
last week in December, the 2019 Ford squad will be 
placed in service soon, the 2013 Dodge Charger squad 
will be auctioned off, November parking enforcements, 
citations, warnings, incidents, offi ce activity, calls, offi -
cer activity, business patrols, citizen interactions, Town 
of Mentor contract policing (starting in January, 2024 
the monthly commitment will increase from 10 hours to 
15 hours).
 Mayor Poeschel read a letter from Bob Venne, B & 
F Machine Shop, regarding courthouse parking on E. 
Sixth Street.  A few courthouse workers are abusing 
the parking situation, by play a cat and mouse game of 

moving cars around, instead of using the courthouse 
parking lots. They don’t care about his customers or 
older people who need to use the courthouse. In Ste-
vens Point they have an ordinance and parking signs 
that say “No Re-Parking” – parking is allowed one time 
per calendar day.
 City Clerk Roehl presented a note from State Rep-
resentative Donna Rozar and State Senator Jesse 
James that they will be holding a listening session on 
Friday, December 15, 2023 in Neillsville.
 Hotel/Motel Room Tax Permit Applications:
 Forward GRP, LLC, Neillsville House, Logan Grap, 
Agent, 401 W. Seventeenth Street
 Lu & Co, LLC, Selah: The Black River Lodges, 
Heather E. Grambsch, Agent, 1214, 1216, 1218 W. 
Fourth Street
 Tufts’ Mansion B & B, LLC, James A. Voss, Agent, 
26 Hewett Street
 Motion Neville, second Clough, to grant all the listed 
permits.  All Aye.
 Motion Clough, second Counsell, that the City Bills 
Nos. 1129 to 1179 in the amount of $83,857.27 and 
CDBG Housing Escrow Account Bill No. 15 in the 
amount of $1,700.00 be paid.  All Aye.
 Motion Neville, second Clough, to adjourn. All Aye.

/s/Duane G. Poeschel, Mayor
/s/Rex R. Roehl, Clerk

WNAXLP
___________________________________________

Police blotter, continued from page 15
DOG COMPLAINT: At 4 

p.m., police responded to the 
300 block of Hewett Street 
for a report of a dog that was 
attacked by another dog. Both 
dogs were okay and there 
were no reported injuries. 
Neither party wanted to take 
their dog to the vet or report 
anything.

TRAFFIC: At 4:59 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for inattentive driving 
and operating a motor vehicle 
without two headlights to a 
31-year-old rural Neillsville 
male.

TRAFFIC: At 5:18 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warn-
ing for inattentive driving 
to a 39-year-old Neillsville 
female.

TRAFFIC: At 7:42 p.m., 
police issued a traffi c warning 
for speeding to a 34-year-old 
Jonesboro, GA male.

TRAFFIC: At 8:30 p.m., 
police conducted a traffic 
stop with a vehicle on Hewett 
Street at 11th Street. During 
the traffi c stop, police could 
smell a strong, burnt odor of 
marijuana coming from the 
passenger and driver’s side of 
the vehicle. Police searched 
the vehicle which recovered 
marijuana and paraphernalia. 
The 24-year-old Hixton fe-
male was issued citations for 
operating a vehicle without 

registration lamps, possession 
of drug paraphernalia and 
possession of THC. 

Presumption of innocence 
and notice to employers: 
Individuals if named above, 
whether arrested or issued 
citations, are entitled to the 
presumption of innocence. 
It may be a violation of state 
law to discriminate against a 
job applicant because of an 
arrest or conviction record. 
As a general rule, an em-
ployer may refuse to hire an 
applicant based on conviction 
only if the circumstances of 
the conviction substantially 
relate to the particular job. 
For information, see Wis. 
Stat. Sec. 111.335 or consult 
with an attorney.

Media Release Policy and 
accuracy: This media release 
is for informational purposes 
only and may not refl ect all 
incidents handled by the 
Neillsville Police Department 
in the time period described. 
The information contained in 
this release is believed to be 
accurate. If you believe data 
displayed in this release is 
incorrect, please contact the 
police department at 715-
743-3122.

Jim Mankowski
Chief of Police

City of Neillsville



RIVERSIDE
AUTO & VAN RENTAL
715-284-4525

1 Mile West of
Black River Falls On Hwy. 54

Rentals Available On
Mini Vans,

15 Passenger Vans
Full Size Sedans or

Economy Cars
•Call For Rates•

Call For Service 
Directory Space 
715-284-4304

VARCO-PRUDEN
PRE-ENGINEERED

BUILDING SYSTEMS

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
BLACK RIVER FALLS

GARAGE  DOORS  &
OPERATORS

Sales & Service

PH: 715-284-9707
www.gaierconstruction.com

Excavator, Bulldozer,
Skidsteer & Dump Truck

CASPER
FARM SERVICE

Matt at 715-299-7120

HARDWARE & BUILDING
HEADQUARTERS!

LUMBER • PAINTS
WINDOWS • CABINETS
INSULATION • DECKS

ROOFING • SIDING

NORDSTROM
CONSTRUCTION
& LUMBER INC.

608-488-2401
608-488-3467

101 Tanner St., Melrose

“Full Sales & Service  HVAC Contractor”

126 W. Main St., 
Hixton, WI 

715-963-2921
Sales and Service Since 1959
www.sampsonheating.com

“We Service Most Brands of Heating & AC Equipment”

CALL 
TODAY 

TO 
PLACE 
YOUR 

AD 
HERE!

YOUR GUIDE  TO AREA SERVICES

Service Directory

Residential • Commercial
•New Construction &

Remodeling
•Free Estimates
•Fully Insured

•Satisfaction Guaranteed
•Bobcat Services

•Additions • Decks
•Garage Doors • Siding

•Windows • Doors
•Roofing •Drywall 

•Pressure Washing  
•Sealing Cabins 

28 Years Experience
Senior Discounts

715-299-5300

• Fire  • Smoke
• Emergency Water Removal

• Air Ducts  • Carpet
• Tile  • Upholstery

•Janitorial
715-743-4448

www.JKclean.com

Fire • Smoke • Emergency Water Removal
Air Ducts • Carpet • Tile • Upholstery 

• Janitorial
      
       

PROBLEM WATER EXPERT
• FREE WATER TESTING • 

Water Treatment,
 Plumbing Services and 

Hot Water Heaters
Paul Rose, Owner

715-743-2096
RoseWaterService@gmail.com

rosewaterservice.com

Call Bob At
715-533-9241

Trusted By Customers For 28 Years!

Getting 
the Job

Done Right!

New Homes • Garages • Additions 
• Decks • All Types of Remodeling

  Siding• Bathrooms • Kitchens • Drywall

Fully 
Insured!

QUALITY 
SERVICES

REMODELING
Painting, Carpentry,

Bathroom & 
Kitchen Remodels,
Tile Work & More!

715-333-2069 Office
847-456-7452 Cell

• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL 
• RESIDENTIAL

Locally Owned Family Business
W11761 Spring Creek Rd., Black River Falls, WI  54615
715-896-9683  www.bush-electric.com 

COMMERCIAL
SANDBLASTING & PAINTING

Call 715-284-2697 | Gerdes Fabricating, Inc.

• HEATING
• COOLING • APPLIANCES

• PROPANE
APPLIANCES

We carry all major appliances
in our store at:

25 N 2nd St., Black River Falls
(Dale’s Refrigeration)

Proudly Serving Clark,
Jackson and Wood Counties!

Call Dylan
715-586-1006

Skid Steer & 
Snowplowing Services

Dirt Work

1-715-284-4949 / blackriverfalls@capauls.com
14 W. Jefferson St., Black River Falls

Find us at www.capauls.com • Since 1973...We’ve Got You Covered!
•Carpet •Luxury Vinyl & Plank •Cabinets & Countertops

•Carpet Cleaning •Window Treatments •Custom Tile Showers

50 Years of Quality 
Service & Installation
50% Off Window Treatment                            
      Installation Services

Up to 50% Off Select Luxury Vinyl 
      Tile and Vinyl Plank

SALE PRICE IS 
GOOD THROUGH 

12/31/23

M & C
HEATING & COOLING, LLC

Serving Jackson, Monroe, Trempealeau, Clark,
Eau Claire, La Crosse and Juneau Counties

•SERVICE •ANNUAL MAINTENANCE
•INSTALLATION •24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Locally Owned & Operated in Black River Falls

Mitchell Iverson and CJ Moen
(715) 600-1801

If you just need to 
vent, we’ll be there!

email: info@mcheatingandcooling.com
www.mcheatingandcooling.com          @mandcheatingandcooling

24 Hour Local & Long Distance Damage Free Hauling
We Will Haul You & Your Vehicle Where You Want To Go!!

BRAUNER’S GARAGE & STORAGE
Hwy. E, Hatfield Rd.,  B.R.F., WI • PH: 715-284-4879

24 Hour Wrecker Service & Flatbed Hauling Also

• TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVAL

• BRUSH CLEANUP
• STUMP GRINDING
• SNOW PLOWING

(715) 896-6480

TREE SERVICE
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI

Fully Insured Tree Service Offering:

Fully Insured Tree Service Offering:

• TREE TRIMMING
   AND REMOVAL

• SNOW PLOWING
• SALT & SAND    
   SPREADING

• STORM CLEANUP

• TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVAL

• BRUSH CLEANUP
• STUMP GRINDING
• SNOW PLOWING

(715) 896-6480

TREE SERVICE
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI

Fully Insured Tree Service Offering:
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The  C l a r k  Coun t y

The Clark County Press is 
searching for a

part-time reporter.
The Clark County Press has a

part-time opening for a reporter to cover
local area sports and community events.

Also includes taking pictures and
writing feature stories.

THIS POSITION IS HOME-BASED.
It does require in-person attendance at

community events and various other places 
as necessary.  

Send resume with references to:
Julie Iverson, News Publishing Company

409 East Main St., Black River Falls, WI 54615
or email: julie@bannerjournal.com

IMMEDIATE OPENING
PART-TIME REPORTERPART-TIME REPORTER

The Trempealeau County Times is looking for a 
part-time reporter join its award-winning team. 

  The reporter would cover local government 
meetings in the Blair, Independence and/or White-
hall areas, write feature stories and take photo-
graphs at community events. The reporter would 
be asked to cover three or four meetings a month, 
though more hours could be available for the right 
candidate. The position is home-based.
 The ideal candidate will have strong communi-
cation and writing skills and be able to maintain an 
ethical, honest and objective standard in reporting.
 Experience is not required. Training will be pro-
vided.

To apply, send a resumé and 
writing sample to:

andrew@trempcountytimes.com

School District of Loyal
The School District of Loyal has the following 

COACHING positions open:
HS Baseball Assistant Coach (2)

HS Assistant Track Coach (2)
The School Districts of Loyal and Greenwood has the 

following COACHING positions open:
MS Co-op Baseball Coach (2)

HS Co-op Assistant Football Coaches
Available: 2024 Seasons
Application: Interested candidates can submit a letter of 
application to:
                       Jeff Bell, Athletic Director
                       School District of Loyal
                       P.O. Box 10
                       Loyal, WI  54446
For more information, please call:  (715) 255-8552 ext. 1330
Deadline:     Until Filled.     

Granton Area School District is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

Granton Area School District is seeking applications
for a Teacher Aide. This position will assist classroom 

teacher in providing an education program for
special need students. Post high school training or

experience working with children is desired.
Applicant must possess or have the ability to secure

DPI Special Education Program Aide licensure.
Please submit letter of interest, resume,

& letters of recommendation to:
Granton Area School District Office,

217 N. Main Street, Granton, WI 54436.

TEACHER AIDE
POSITION

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE SUBMITTED AND PAID FOR BY WEDNESDAY AT 4:00 P.M.

Cost is $9.00 for the first 15 words, 25¢ for each additional word. Classifieds will appear in the Clark County Press and The Shopper. 
Mail your classified to News Publishing Co., 409 East Main Street, Black River Falls, WI 54615 • Or call: 715-284-4304

Rehabilitation Supervisor – Adult Development
Services
Part-time, Benefit Position

Bruce Mound Seasonal Worker – Forestry
& Parks
Seasonal, Non-Benefit Position

LTE Forester – Forestry and Parks
Limited Term Employment, Non-Benefit Position

For full details and to apply, visit our
Employment Opportunities page at 

www.clarkcountywi.gov.
Clark County Personnel Office
517 Court Street, Room 205

Neillsville, WI 54456
715.743.5224

www.clarkcountywi.gov
Clark County is a EEO/AA/ADA employer

CLARK COUNTY
CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 

ADMINISTRATIVE
RESEARCH ASSISTANT

Genesis Midwest is accepting resumes to fill a 
full-time main office position.

Responsibilities:  Coordinating, filing and 
maintaining study documentation as well as general 
office activities, sample shipping and report 
initiation.

Qualifications:  Excellent computer, organization 
and communication skills with the ability to 
multitask while maintaining high attention to detail.  
Must have a positive, outgoing personality and the 
ability to accomplish tasks in a timely manner.
Farm animal background desirable.  

Salary:  $30-35,000.

Please send a resume to N6230 County Road G,
Neillsville, WI 54456 or info@genesismidwest.com.

700 E Division Street, Neillsville
www.c21goldkey.com

715-743-4421

N4340 St Hwy 73, Neillsville  
$370,000  MLS#22232328
4 BD  •  3 BA • 2.73 Acres

So Many Options!

N8655 Clark St, Willard  
$90,000  MLS#22235414

2 BD  •  1 BA  • New Roof
Cozy Home on .58 Acre Lot

 “Each office is independently owned and operated”

Lot 13 Crystal Waters Ct, Willard - $20,000 
2.51 Wooded Acres Near S Fork of Eau Claire River! - MLS# 22205124

Wilderness Ave., Thorp - $33,000    
      5 Acre Wooded Building Site! - MLS# 22200685

NEW LISTING!

NICOLE 
EGLAND

715-937-3708
 nicole@c21goldkey.com

LINDA 
SCHARENBROCK 

715-937-1028
llbrock53@outlook.com

LINDA
SCHARENBROCK

715-937-1028
Lindas.c21@outlook.com

NEW PRICE!

1-BDRM HOME with at ‐
tached garage, in-floor heart.
Nice home 2-1/4 miles north
of Neillsville on Hwy. 73,
$700/mo plus util i ties. Avail ‐
able Jan. 1. Call Steve 715-
937-1985
WITHEE - 1-bed room
apart ment, $599/mo. plus de ‐
posit, Vista Pines Apart ‐
ments, 313 Third St., Withee,
715-417-2302.

WANTED TO BUY: Used
car crank shafts. Call 608-
780-5555.

FOR SALE: 5020 Allis
Chalmers Com pact Trac tor,
4-wheel drive, 25hp diesel,
loader, 3pt. hitch, PTO, new
front tires, 90% rear tires,
new bat tery, muf fler, seat, 12
speeds for ward, 3 speeds re ‐
verse, S/N 3959 only 650
hrs., Ex. cond. $8,500 OBO,
608-386-3790 (leave mes ‐
sage if no an swer).

AL CO HOLICS ANONY ‐
MOUS meets at Cal vary
Lutheran, Neillsville, Mon ‐
day evenings, 7pm. 1st meet ‐
ing of the month open meet ‐
ing. Ph: 715-305-0558.

CLAS SI FIED RATES:
$9.00 for the first 15 words,
25¢ for each ad di tional
word. Clas si fieds must be in
and paid by 4pm Wednes day.
The Shop per, Ban ner Jour nal
& Clark County Press, 409
E. Main St., Black River
Falls, WI 54615. 715-284-
4304.

NEILLSVILLE AMER I ‐
CAN Le gion and Aux il iary
Post 73 meet 1st Mon day of
each month, 7:00pm, at Le ‐
gion Club Rooms, 6 Boon
Boule vard, Neillsville. VFW
Post 2241 meets every 2nd
Tues day, 7pm. at Neillsville
Le gion Hall. Sons of the Le ‐
gion meet every 2nd Mon ‐
day, 7pm.

NEILLSVILLE PUB LIC
Li brary, 409 Hewett St.
Hours: Mon day and Wednes ‐
day 10-8; Tues day, Thurs day
and Fri day 10-5.

SHEEPSHEAD CARD
party every Wednes day start ‐
ing at 12:30pm. at the Se nior
Cen ter, 602 Oak St.
Neillsville. Every one wel ‐
come.

WOMEN IN search of Em ‐
pow er ment (W.I.S.E.) is an
adult mu tual help, ed u ca ‐
tional group for women. Call
Clark County Out reach Pro ‐
gram for more de tails at 715-
743-6401 or toll free at 877-
743-6262.

Help Wanted

ABBY VANS Now Hir ing!
Enjoy in ter act ing with those
in your com mu nity, while
mak ing a pos i tive dif fer ence
each day. FT/PT – Vari able
rates of pay - full time ben e ‐
fits pack age avail able. Good
dri ving record re quired – en ‐
rolled in Drug/Al co hol pro ‐
gram – Back ground check.
Apply on line: www.
abbyvans. com or call 715-
743-3364 for more in for ma ‐
tion. “An Equal Op por tu ‐
nity/Af fir ma tive Ac tion Em ‐
ployer.”

For Rent Wanted

For Sale

Coming Events

PLACE YOUR AD IN
THE CLARK COUNTY PRESS 

Call...715-284-4304
Deadline Is 4:00 P.M. on Wednesday

Subscribe To The
Clark County Press

Call Today
715-284-4304
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‘Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over’ enforcement campaign began Dec. 15
The Wisconsin State Pa-

trol asks drivers to prioritize 
safety this season and plan 
for a sober ride home from 
holiday celebrations. Offi cers 
will step up enforcement to 
stop impaired driving during 
the “Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over” campaign. The national 
effort began Dec. 15 and runs 
through New Year’s Day.

While Wisconsin law en-
forcement agencies work to-
gether throughout the year to 
identify and prevent impaired 
driving, this high-visibility 

presence comes during the 
holiday season when impaired 
driving is typically a greater 
concern.

During the last holiday 
season (Dec. 15, 2022–Jan. 1, 
2023), there were 470 crashes 
involving impaired drivers in 
Wisconsin. Those incidents 
killed fi ve people and injured 
178 others.

“Alcohol and other drugs 
have grave consequences on 
our roads,” Tim Carnahan 
said, Wisconsin State Patrol 
superintendent. “We want 

to help drivers recognize 
the risks of impaired driving 
and prevent the dangerous 
circumstances that result from 
the decision to get behind the 
wheel while impaired.” 

The Wisconsin State Pa-
trol works to assist local law 
enforcement agencies with 
obtaining specialty training 
to detect impairment and 
get dangerous drivers off the 
road. Almost 7,000 offi cers 
in Wisconsin are trained in 
Advanced Roadside Im-
paired Driving Enforcement 

(ARIDE) and the state has 
among the most Drug Rec-
ognition Experts (DREs) in 
the nation, with nearly 400 
offi cers who have completed 
DRE training.

Impaired driving has many 
consequences for a driver in 
addition to the potential for a 
crash. Operating while under 
the infl uence (OWI) convic-
tions can cost around $10,000, 
including fi nes, court costs, 
lost time at work, higher 
insurances rates and vehicle 
services. A driver can also lose 

their license and vehicle be-
cause of an OWI conviction.

Many will be celebrating 
the holidays in the coming 
weeks, but the plan for those 
festive events must also 
come with a plan for a safe 
ride home.

The State Patrol encourages 
drivers to put safety fi rst dur-
ing the holidays.

People should identify a 
sober designated driver. If  
feeling the effects of alcohol 
or another substance, a person 
is likely over the 0.08 blood/

breath alcohol concentration 
limit and should not drive.

Take the bus, call a taxi, or 
use a rideshare service instead 
of getting behind the wheel. 
Use the Safe Ride program to 
fi nd a ride home.

If a friend who is about to 
drink and drive, step in. Take 
the keys away and help them 
get home safely.

If an impaired driver is 
suspected, safely gather as 
much info as possible about 
the vehicle, driver and loca-
tion. Then call 911.
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